
Historical Society and all our meetings are held there with 
the f ullest co-operation and interest of the chairman of 
the Musoum Board of Trust, Mr. G.G. Smith, nnd the Director 
Miss M. Courtenay-Latimer, it was felt that somehow the 
Museum should be linked with the dissemination of 
historical notes. 

As the chief exhibit in the Museum is the p re-historic 
fish, the Coelaco.nth, through which the East London Museum 
has gained world renown, and because it was trawled near 
East London and its identification by the famous 
Ichthyologist of Grahamstown, Professor J.L.B. Smith, 
startled the world, the Society felt that no more apt 
title could be carried by a magazine purporting to c-onvey 
knowledge of t he past to the present, than the name of 
nold Fourlegs 11 

- the famous Coelacr:mth. Hence its 
adoption as name-piece for our historical digest. 

The Editor 

EN AVANTt THE B.H.S. 

�rief survey of the yea r by the 

Hon. Secretary, Miss Sylvia Dickie. 

The year 1962 was one of quiet achievement. 

In February King William's Town was visited and Dr. 
A.W. Burton took us on a most interesting tour of the town 
showing us the old buildings. From this an historical 
survey of King has been made illustrated by slides, taken 
by Mr. G.G. Smith with a commentary by Dr. Burton which 
h::ts b een tape-recorded. This is to be shown at King 
'/Jilliam' s Town after which it will be av8ilable for 
�xhibition at East London. A cordial invitation is 
�xtended to all interested person: to attend this premiere 
, bowing of a survey und ertnk8n by .., hs -. H. S. 
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Historical Photographs 

Dr. Joseph Denfield's excellent Snlon of Photo­
graphs of "Early East London" do.ting from 1880 to 1920 
is to form the bnsi s of 2 similc:1r historical survey of 
East London. During his talk on the further develop­
ments as a result of his exhibition, Dr. Denfield nsked 
us to collect: 
a) Photograph Albums (Souvenir and privQte)
b) Scrap Books and Diaries
c} Christmas Annuals and Supplements issued by

the Daily Dispatch or other newspapers
d) Red Books and Directories
e) Time Tables (S.A.R.), Bus and Tram Tickets
f) Souvenir progrcirnmes o.nd Menus
g) Postcards
h) Negatives, no matter how faded.

From these it is hoped to compile an accurate
history of East London as Dr. Denfield 1 s collection 
of photographs will form the basis of an historical 
survey of East London for which the commentary will 
be supplied by a Committee member, Mr. H.H. Driffield. 

Battle of Gately House 

The battle for Gately House continues 2nd it is 
hoped will end successfully with the acquisition 
of this house as East London's Town House. Mr. John 
Gately was East London's first Mayor and it is very 
fitting that his home, furnished now as it was in 
his dny, s hould be the home of East London's 
historical records. 

Two ether outings of great interest tcok place 
lnst ye<1r; one to Grahamstvwn to tnke part in the 
1820 Settler celebrations, the other to Frankfort 
where Pastc�r Schwer o.nd his wife, gave us a w:,nderful 
aftern0on shewing us the old school, church and 
homes, 3nd afterwnrds entertained us to a wc.mderful 
tea. The Society is much indebted to Mr. 
Malcumess who made the necessary arrangements. 
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Antici ation 

We look forward this month to an account by Miss 
M. Ccurtenay-Lntimer cf her overseas tour, illustrated by
slides made by Mr. G.G. Smith.

The Annual General Meeting will be held in April, 
and in May, Mr. D.J.J. Pretcrius (who has been appointed 
Editor of our magazine) will give us an account of the 
unveiling cf the Bible Monument in Grahamstown to be 
illustrated with a colour film of the event. 

Some very interesting programmes can be enjoyed at 
our meetings which are held every third Tuesday at the 
Museum o.t 8 p.m. All are invited. 

THE EDITOR'S CORNER 

c�ossing the Rubicon ••• 

Sylvia Dickie 

Hon.Secretary 

If I seem a little elated at the appearance cf our 
;jwn modest historical journal, I trust I will be forgiven. 
7or, sadly clothed though it is in a simple cover of 
c 1

_ loured duplicating paper -:rnd its telling 2nd purposeful 
lines set out by the humble scribe of a duplicating 
c-,,ncern, it nevertheless represents the reo_lisaticn of an 
aim set very early in our existence. 

With this publication we h2ve now tressed the Rubicon 
of sur existence and henceforth there shall be nc turning 
b3.ck. 1:Je have jc,ined issue with an historically 11dead" 
e::)mmunity, and our aim will be t,) bring back to life the 
memory of stirring things th�t were, 

life have a great need of this f·_,r it is cnly when a 
�eople can remember its past - be it s0rry, be it grand 
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