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Historical Recordings by Hugh Tracey is a new series, not a 
re-release of previous LP albums on cd. It also includes 
many tracks never published before, and all previously 
released items can be heard in their unexpurgated entirety 
for the first time.

The series is a reappraisal of Hugh Tracey's lifework, 
finding itself somewhere in between his more populist 
Music of Africa series of 25 LPs and his more academic 
Sound of Africa series of 218 LPs. In this series we are able to 
present many of the foremost musicians of the 20th 
century from this part of Africa, and that is a gift. It is 
especially a gift to the peoples involved, for the legacy as 
played by their forebears belongs to them.

Michael Baird 2006
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The Music of Africa Series was produced by Hugh Tracey in 
the early 1960s as an off-shoot of his 218 LP Sound of Africa 
Series, in order to present African music to a general 
audience. ILAM has re-issued, without modifications, the 
original 25 LP series in CD format (The numbering, cover 
images and liner notes of the original LPs has been 
retained).
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