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1',fessrs. Cowie and Green's Expedition to Dela Goa Bay. 

[Communicated by Mr. CuA�E-] 

A ':!1 outline of the inci<lents which occurred during the aclvl'n­
t1now� and fatal enterp1·ize of Mtssrs. Cowie aocl Green, in 
1heir journey to, and return from, the Portugneie 8ctt!emcnt 
11t Dehgoa lfay, overland, has been alrea,ly giveo to the pub­
lic as a part of a more extPnsi11e wo.ik in progress, on tl,e 
Discoveries mn1le in the interior of the African Cootinent from 
thiR Culony. 

TI1e following account of the death of the directors of the 
<'lCjltdition un<i of thdr faithful Hottentot servant, Jantje, is 
takt".n nearly verbatim frolll their Caffl't interpreter, Jacob, who 
accompanied them, and was present during the excursion. 

• T!ie .-irrum,rann, uarrnl.-d illdieai� a formntior. hy tl•rositi�n from tht
ffYillg", ratli�'f th;u1 Ly ,·i�lr�nir- nr,n1c.f,-Et11.-, 
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Jacob slate3, h� proceeded from Natal wi�h M�·ssrs Cowie 
aud Green to Dela Goa Bay. It w�s ,1 labonous Journey, aud 
all f�lt ver� much fatigued. They p_crfo1mtd it i11 fifte�n days:
had in ali, six horses, toirether w1tl_1 four cows as food for
themse!vc� and the three Cc1ffers, besules Jacob, \�ho accom­
J>anied thrn1. A 11 the Ca!frrs,_ except J::ico�, rcn;ametl on th�southern side of the English nver at Dela _Goa l3ay, aurl took
care of the horsts; Cowie, Grneu, J anlJ<', and J acub, pro-
ceeded to the town. . . Remaiucd at Dela Goa for four <lays, where JantJe sohl h1s 
rnare, then left for Natal, the SJ.Ille party being in_compaay.­
'l'he Doctor (Cowie) folt a little indisposed on leaving, and_ on
the road bled himself; on the thil'd day, however, he died; 
and by this time all the hor,,<1s were dead, havinfi' been taken 
ill soon after leavir:g Dela Goa. The Doctor d1etl about ,, 
<lay's journey on the 11orthern side of the. �,tapoota rfrer, where 
Mr. Green l,uricd him. 

At this time Jantje was very sick, and unable to !ravel; he 
was therefore carried upon some spars which l\h. Green mndc 
for the purpcsa. He lingered for ten days, and exp;red. Whc11 
he was very ill, Green went to shoot a bui:k, for we had no 
food; we then laid Jantje on the gronnd to rest ourselves, hut 
conceiving l1im wor>e, called Mr. Green, who came to li im, 
and, addres.sing him, felt his pulse, upon which J antjc said 
'' Master, I leave you to-day,'' and instantly expired.-Green 
then said, " I never thought we should all die !n this strange 
country; if Fyun had told us it was so unhealthy, we never 
should have come." Upon which Jacob replied, " Did I not 
tell you, this was a country unfit for strangers, aud that none 
but lliltives could live in it."-Jantjc was now buried in a hole 
lliade by the Gaffers for catching wolvC's, and CO\'erc<l ovel' 
with hushes and earth. \\'hen this wns done, altliough it w�s 
rainiug very hard, Green told me we must proceed, and 011 tbc 
following day were de�ained, the Sooto river being impassable; 
we, however, crossed tt the next day. On our arriv,�I at the 
Sooto river, Grern felt indisposecl; b�t although his illnes.� in• 
creased we still contiD11ed to travel until after Lhe expiration of 
t�ur days, when he was obliged to halt at a Portugucze CD.ffer's 
place, Chumb�ny, where he lingered in great agony for three 
?�ys, and expired. Jacob now told 1he Calfers that were with 
him, that they must assist him to dig a grave; tl1is \hey did, 
then made a coffin for Mr. Green, in the same wav as Green 
ha� done for Cowie, by getting a few spars bid down, iuto 
:vh1ch Jacob placed the body, making iL fost with Caffer ropes. 
Jacob rolled the body into the skin-blanket, and put ;ill- hi� 
clothes with him, which consisted of one blanket, one pair 
of leather trc,rnus, and three shirts: '111c grarc was 1\ug '? 
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feel deep and 6 feet l_ong, into w];ich the body w,1s p!�1•, d. 
\Ve placed under the head a small pillow which Green carnt·d 
with him; whl':n Ibis was done, Jacob took a quar.tity of grass 
and bushes, which he placed upon the l.;ody, and raisr<l il thus 
about 4 feet, and then placeil. some sp�rs on the bushes and 
pass, and filled the remainder up with earth, raising it abo1·e 
the level of the gre;uud about one foot: he watered the ground 
all round, in order lo see if the grave would be ntrncked by 
any ,,.-ild animals. 0 r. the uigbt of Green's death he �lept at 
a kraal adjoi i1 i10g, and next morning visited the gra1•e, but saw 
JlO traces uf wild animals. Jacob uow made the best of his 
w,1y 10 the country where lie resided, (Fynn's kraal,) taking 
with him 3 gnns, a book, and a silver cup-all of which he sent 
to Fynn, excepting the cup, wliid1 he afterwards delivered to 
him. The reason he did not send it to him was, that on arrh·­
rng the country was in a disturbed state; he tl,ought it valu­
able, and was unable to travel, ha\•ing been bit by a crocodile: 
he afterwards recovered, and, wl1en he saw Fynn, delivered I he 
cup to him. One of the Gaffers died on the road just as they 
came into their own country. The \d10\e of tl1cm were sick; 
.;ml when Cowie w:i.s siek all the Gaffers but Jacob, being­
then unwel!, were dispatched foward, that they mi�ht get Caffe, 
water-melons to make soup: all the Caffers, but the one, after­
wards recovered. ,v c all complained of the same sickness, 
having a ,•iolent pain in the head, with an almost total loss of 
�ight, felt very cold, accompanied by �xcessive trembliDg or 
shaking of the whole body. 

Jacob st.ates, he <loes not concci\•e Cowie and Grecu were 
-poisoned, fur, on lhe journey to Dela Goa, the CDffors ca1: • 
1ioned 1hrn:. to take mcdicilles with them, as well as to be car.i­
fol of the Portugue7.e, as they were a very treacherous nation, 
:l'.lld in the liabits of giving poi�on in their victuals an<l drink , 
t;,at they ought ne\'Cr to eat or drink but in lhtir company, and 
of the articles which they (lhe Portugue2e) partook; the Por­
tur;ueze did not like white people from this quarter, although 
they would treat them frie11<lly; hut it would only be to put 
tlwm c:,ff their guard, that their own purposes niigl1t be auswc,· 
ed. At these remarks, Cowie and Green only laughed. \Vhen 
Jacob asked Green how he felt, lie said, "I am very c;o]rl aud 
cannot keep n:yself warm; have a violent pain in my head, as 
if a ball had entered it, and l have almost lost my eye-sight. 
I cannot hft rny eyes up."" 

* The remarks alh,dtd 10 in lhe eomm,·nnmcnl of tLis article will �c fouu<l
1 R �'.1b!Srq11t1nl pi!l"I l,f tliiis Numbl'r. 




