
46 T!.e C()c/ilnenl Plant 11:ith the lnsec/s, 

.4 Slalemwt rEgardiny lhe Cochineal, the Cuc cus Cacti. Lin. 

" It is doubtless the most valuable produ,t, for which the 
dyer is indebted to in�ec!s, and, with the exception of indi!;o, 
the most important of ilyeing materials. Though the Spaniards 
found it employed by the natives of Mex·1co, where alone it is 
cultivated, on their arrival in 1518, its trne nature was not 
uccurately ascertained for nearlv two centuries afterwards. 
Acosta indeed, as early as 1530, and Herrara and Herna11dez, 
subsequently had stated it to be an insect. But led apparently 
by it& external appearance, notwithstanding- the conjectures of 
Uster, and assertions of Pere Plumier, 1o the contrary, it was 
believed by tbe Europeans in general, to be the. seed of a plant, 
until Hartsoeker, in 1694, l.ee,rnenhoek and J)e la Hire, in 
li04, aud Geoffroy, ten years later, by dissections and micro­
scopical observtttion, incontrovertibly pro\·ed i1s real origin. 

" This insPct, wliicli comes tu us in the form of a reddish 
shrivelled grain covered with a white powder or b!oom, foeds 
on a particular kind of J ndian fig, called in Mexico, where 
alone Cochineal is produced in any quantity, Nopal, which has 
always been supposed to be the Cactus Cochinilifer. Lin. but, 
according to Humboldt, is unquestionably a distinct species, 
which bears fruit interna!ly white. 

"Cochineal is chiefly cultirn.ted in the IntcndencyofO�xncr.; 
and some plantations contain 50 or 60,000 nopals i11 lines, 
1•ach being kept about four feet high, for more easy access in 
collecting 1;1e <lye. The cultivators prefer the most prickly 
varieties of the plant, as affor<lini; protection to the cochineal 
from insrcts; to prevent which from depositing their eggs in 
the flower or fruit, both are card'nlly cut oil: The greatest 
quantity, however, of cochineal employed in C"onnnerce, is pro­
duced in small nopaleries, belonii;ing to Indians of extreme 
po,'erty, called Nopaleros. They plant their uopaleries in 
cleared ground on the slopes of mountains or raviues, two or 
three leagues distant from their villages; and when properly 
cleaned, the plants are in a condition to maintain the cochintal 
in the third year. As a stock, the proprietor, in AJiril or,May, 
purchases b, anches or joints of lhe Tuna de Castilla, laden 
with small cochineal insects recently hatched (Semilla.) These 
branches, which may be bought in the market of Oaxaca for 
about 3 francs (2s 6d.) the hundred, are kept for twenty days 
in the interior of their huts, and then expo�ed to the open air 
11ndn a shed. where, from their succnlency, they continue to 
lil'e for several inou!hs, Jn August and September, lhc mothP, 
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cocl1ineal insects, now hig with young, are placed in n��ts_ madP­
o( a species of Tiilandsia called Paxtle, which are d1stnli1:ted 
upon the nopak In about four months the first µ.atherici�,. yielding �wch·c for one, may be made, w)iicli in lhe cour�e. �t 
the vear 1s succeeded by two more profitable hun·e$ts. r1·,u 
period of sowing all[l liarveH refers chidiy ta t\,e �focri_cls of
Sola aud Zim;,.tlan. Io colder climates the sem1lla 1s not 
placed upon th?. nopals until October ?r even Dec�mbe:, when 
it is nece::.3ttry to 5hclter the young rnsccls hy CO\'enai::- the 
nopals with rush mats, and the harvests Ma proportionably 
bterand unproducti�e. In the inimed;ate 1·icinity_of the to:vn
Oaxaca the 1.\opaleros feed their Cochinettl Insec:� in 1hc pla,ns 
from October to April, t!.nd at the beginuiug of the remainin,:r 
months, durin"' wliich it rains in the ph,ins, tr,lllsport theni to 
their plantatio�s of 11opals in t\;e neighbouriug mountains, where 
the weather is more favorable. 

" Much care is necr>ssary in the ted1011s oper�tion of gather­
ing the cochineal rrom the nopals, which i, p<>r!ormed wilh a 
sq1lim,l's or slag's tail l,y tl1e Indian women, who l'or this pur­
pose squat down for hours toge:her beside one plant; and 11ot­
witllst.H1ding the hi!;h price of the cochineal, it i� to be- doubtc<l 
if the culti\·ation would be profitable ,,·ere the value of l .. 1.luu1· 
more consid�rable (a) 

" The cochineal insect; are kinetl �itlier l.iy throwing them 
into boiling water, by expo$ing them in heaps to the sun, or 
by placine; them in the o,·cns (Temnie:illi) used for vapour­
baths. The last of the!e meth::ids, which is least in use, pre• 
,serves the whitish powder on the body of the cochiaeal. which 
beiog thns less subject to the adulterations so ofte11 practi.,ed 
by the Indian&, bears a higher vrice l,oth in America aud 
'Europe. 

" The quantity at present annually exported from South 
America, is said by Humboldt, to be 32,000 i:.rol:as, there 
worth £ o00,040 sterliog, (b)-a vast amounl to arise from t:> 
small an iusect, aud well calculated to show us the ab3urditv 
of despising any animals on account of their minuteness. !fo 
important is the acquisition of this insect (of which the Spaoiih 
Govemment is ex.tn,mely jealous) regarded, that tlitl Court of 
DirP.ctors. of the East India Company have offered a reward of 
£ GODO �lerling t<> :.11y one who shall i11trndure it into Jncli.i (c), 

( a) I believe that the cuitirntio11 would suece�rl vr.y "ell in !11d:Q.. on,., •.
count of the low "�eo: H 1tlso io lhi• Colony, i( bein� cn,y worL. 1he 11., .
1ru101 women and children would prefer it aboYr other lalNr. 

(6) Or. 0Mcroft e•timatu l'he pre.e11t o.u11uol cnn,ump1inn rnOrent Oritr,11.
111 about 150 bag1, ur 150,000 lbi,, \fOrlh a1 tbe pre,eul prare :!Ja 000/. 

(�) Ste Kul,7 & Spence, ,·ol. 1. I'· 32!. cd it�d in JS:!2, (9 ycnr& eg:;i) ! ; ' 
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where hil.l1erto the Company have only succeeded in procuring 
from Bra..:il the wild kind, producing the Sylvestre cochine"II, 
which is of very iuferior vah1e."-Kirby � Spence's fotroductio11 
to Entomology ,fourth edition, vol. I. p. 3 18 to 3'22. 
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