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Description of Crotopus bicolor, a 'flew species among the 
.Merulid�. from SDuthern Africa. Br Sir W1LLIAM
JARDINE, F.R.S.E. F.L.S. M.w.s. 1•.Z.S. &c. 

(From the Edinburgh Journal of Nat11nl and Geographical Sclcnc.e.J 

Fam. lftrulidtr, Y1G.-Sub•fam, Croterapodin"', SwA11>:s. 
Genus Crnt-0pus, SwAil!s. 

Cratop11s l,icowr, .lAJtn.-Ulack and White Cratopus. 
C. corpore alho, remigibus, secondariis, cauda'}uc nigris. 

T11 E genus Cratopus lias been formed, by Mr. Swainson, for 
tl1e reception of some of the Meru]idi:c previously ra11ged in 
other genera, and is the typical form of one of the s ub-fom iii es 
of that gentleman's arrangement of 1he group. In the second 
,·{llt1mc (If the Northt>rn Zonlo!tY, n0w marly ,0mpleteit, "·m llr 



Descripti1m of C1atopus bi.color. 

and rounded, the tail long and graduated, and. t\1;,, tf1rsi and feet 
strong. Mr. Swainson rcmarkg-" It appears that most or the 
typical species principally live in the vicinity of water, among 
reeds: their notes are particularly loud, harsh, and grating; 
and, in these retreats, they keep up a perpetual monotonous 
babbling. Some, however, possess much more harmony, but 
nearly all appear to frequent only low trees and shrubs. TheiT 
geographic range is almost limited to the warm latitudes of the 
old world."• The colours are different shades of brown and 
black; the present species, however, is remarkably distiact in 
the pure black and white of the plumage. It exhibits the 
scaly form of the feathers which is found 011 the head and neck 
of rnauy of them, and the secondaries and tail retain the 
curious waved form of the shafts, givio� the appearance of 
bars upon the webs, in different lights. The f�athers on the 
lllmp are also of considerable Ien�til. The following is a de­
scription of the only two specimens l have ever seen. They 
were both received, among II very large and valuable collection 
of skins, from Dr. Smith, the superintendent of the South 
African Museum. The one is now before me, the other is in 
the Collection of Mr. Selby. The only notice accompanying 
the skins was, " They are said to be gregarious," and I am 
ignorant cf what particular district of South Africa theJ are 
natives. The length is ten inchcll and three-fourtl1s. The bill 
black:, somewhat more curved than usual, running into poma • 
tor/iinus. The quills, secondaries, bastard pinion, and tail, 
deep brownish black; th.e rest of the plumage very clear white. 
The wings are rather more pointed than in the true types, and 
the tail scarcely so long in proportioo. 

a Nvrtl,ern Zooi, ii. li7, 

American bush-shrikes, (thamnrrphili ;) the wings rather &horL 

what curved, bill; loose plumage, considerably elongated on 
the backs, like the puff-backed shrikes, (ma,laconoti,) or tlie 

The general appearance of thtse birds is,-a strong, some­
and It was at once set down as ao aberrant form of the genu.s. 
man7 others, wo.s submitted to the inspection of l\fr. Swamson, 
American forms, fully detailing the affinities; this species, with 
found a be11utiful analysis of this family, particularlJ thi: No�tl,




