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Sketc!t nf the Progre.�s of Geograpltical Discovery during 
lite past year, (addressed to the General A��embly of 
the Geographicnl SocietJ of Paris, 10th Dec. 1830.) 
By M. JouANl'll1'-, General Secretary of the Central
Commission. 

• 

[Frnm the Edinburgh Journal of �atu1·al and G,,ogm11hical Sc1ence.) 

GEN'fLEMEN",-We have arrived at the termination of a year 
whicl1 will be memorable in the history of nations. The great 
events which have marked its course, present a character of 
-which it does not belong to me to speak before an assembly, 
-whose concern is with facts of a <liffercnt nature from th.ose 
supplied by politics; though they, at the same time, must have 
their share of consideration. But, whilst I forbid myself from 
entering upon the stormy field of politics, which absorbs uni• 
vers al attention at the present day, I caunot avoid saying, th at 
this general occupation of the public mi ud has probably affected 
the procecdiobs of our society: at which, indeed, no one caa 
be surprised, Aad I may add, that less fortunate lhan my 
three predecessors/· in the account which I have to give of 
those proceedings, which always require your approbation and 
encouragement, I shall have to traverse a more limited antl les� 
fmitful field. 

General Notice of the present state of the Geographical Society. 
-I have not to speak to you of any modification iu the laws of
our socic:y. Eight years of an existence, honoured by the
most <listinguiahed support, ,md very recently (Aug.15, l 830,)
confirmed by the august p1otcction of a Prince, who, before the
,·oice of France had named him the " king of a free people,"
had already signified his approval of your labours ;-these eight
years, I say, have allowed of all the improvements being made
in the regulations which experience has successively suggested.
However, if the results do not yet cnswer your wishes,-if we
have oot yet commenced to collect materials which may sooner
or later be employed in the preparation of an indispensable
work,-1 �peak of a true and conscientious Geographical Dic­
tionary, which is wanted by the civilized world,-we would
hope that the instructions lately addressed to our correspon­
dents in the differcn t parts of the globe, will direct their
attention towards our important design ; and that the leisure of

'" r.I.\L l\raltc-Jlrun, Roux de Rochelle, and De Larcmrn<lic?e
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hn,·c su aLly traced the route to be fol!owetl by their succe!�ors, 



Prvg;es, o; Gwi);·r,phttu.l Di,co1;r:1y J1.,.;,1y 182.9-30. 8i 

the numero11s mcmberil of this society* will b c <levote<l to the 
accomplishment of this work. But such happy results can 
only be expected, when the disquiet, which at present harasses 
the social body, giving place to the security afforded by the 
cstablisl1ment of peace, shall no longer turn the mind from that 
progressive movement, which has, for some years, so succcss­
fu Uy extended the limits of useful knowledge. 

The idea which presicled at the foundation of the Geogra­
phical Society, is itself but a corollary of this proper direction 
of the mind. It tends to associate the illustrious men of all 
countries, admitting them to its bosom, and leading them, by 
this fraternal bond, to communicate, from all points of the 
earth, their pr�jccts, lheir observations, and tbeit discovnics. 
This society, of which Paris is the centre, and wbich is tl1e
elder brother of a young and splendid rival, recently e$tablishcd 
on 1he banks of the Thames, cannot behold, without a lively 
satisfaction, coadjutors of a royal race assisting by their en­
deavours the advancement of its labours ; and it is rejoiced to 
number amongst its correspondents a Prince who will eventual­
ly inherit one of the most ancient crowns of the north.-t 

Our relation! with the learned 60cieties 11nd academies of the 
old and new world, are not diminished; they continue to be 
reciprocally useful. fo exchange for the memoirs and other 
publications of the society, their transactions enrich our library; 
and we thu3, in our tum, obtain important iuformalion on 
countries 1fotant from France, Tho banks of tbc Ganges, of 
the Delaware, and tho St. Lawrence, as well as thosa of the 
Thames, the Spree, and the Neva, Copr.nha�en and Turio, 
Mexico and tho Havannah, contribute to form this bond of in­
tellectual union; ancl, when we consider these m(lrks of good­
will amongst learned men, :i.nd enm amonl!st tlie mass of the 
people, we may throw off the fear, that the h:\tred and aotipa­
tliie� ,vhich once seemed to take pleasure in 11ation11.l distinc­
tions, will for ever continue their fatal influence, rtnd arrest tlu� 
general progresti of true civilization. 

An act which you performed in the month of March last, :ind 
which was eminently dictated by a spirit of justice, of which 
our country has often set the example, is a striking and glorious 
proof of my remark. You have done l1ono11r to the modest 
per�cverance and final success of efforts, for along time useless, 
in one of our countrymen, who, tlte first to relurn from Tim­
buctoo, is able to say, tbat he bas seen with his own eyes, the 

• From its founda.tion to I.he prese11t tlay, the Geographical Society of
Paris has enrolled the uamcs of 650 members on its list, 

t I"riocc Chrbtiun Frederick of Denmark. 
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centrnl mart of Africa, with all the traces of the demi-civilization 
of the middle age. But, at the same time, you have offered to 
the manes of .Major Laing a tribute of regret, without taking 
notice of the clamors rais()d by a pitiable j�alousy, ai;ainst the 
fortunate rival of the courageous English trnveller, who had 
preceded him at Timbuctoo; and you have thus again proved, 
in the eyes of Europe, the nobleness and generosity of' your 
sentiments. 

You have regretted, at the same rneetin!;', that you have 
only accorded to Captain Dumont d'Urvil\e an incomplete 
testimony of your esteem for his labours during the voyage, 
from which he l1as brought ns some melancholy relics of a ship­
wreck-, which will never be forgotten. Entirely occupied at 
present with the publication of his work, M. d'Urville, when he 
again takes a share in the duties of the centra I commission, wi!l 
soon give us occasion to speak of him with merited eulogiums. 

I must not forget, gentlemen, to tell you, that the prize rela­
tive to a journey in ancient Habylonia aTJd Chaldea hag been 
withdrawn fcom competition, after having appeared for many 
years in the programmes of the Society. A memoir, however, 
has been sent in, and was laid before the committee of the 
concou1's; but as it did not come under the conditions, it was 
necessarily given up. 

The priie offered for a desCTiption <!I the monuments of Pa­
le'lt.g_ua is suspended till the year I 833. M. Harad�re, who, 
dunng his stay in Mexico, formed a rich collection or Mexic:i.11 
antiquities, was a candidate. But tlie society, not finding the 
solution of the question proposed by them, in the drawiugs amt 
manuscripts of M. Bara<lere, can, at this time, only make 
honourable mention of the researches of this traveller. 

On the proposition of M. Jornard, a new prize has been 
offered, which will he adjudged to the best memoir on the 
Origin of tlte Asiatic Negroes. This question, difficult to be 
solved by the French, seems, in some degree, to belong peculiar­
] y to the present master� of India; tl1ey alone appear to be io a 
situation ftwourable for the execution of this investigation, aucl 
for the collection of auch documents as may throw light on a 
subject of this nature. 

The society has reserved, for competition, two prizes for dis­
coveries in Africa; a prize for travels in Caramania; a prize 
for travels in Guiana; aud several prizes for the geography of 
:Frnoce. 

The third volume of the Memoirs of tlie Society was puh­
lished at the beginning of the year. It contains very cletaikd 
researches, the result of the long coutinued labours of 1\I. Dru-
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g\lier�s, ?n the Orography of Europe. This excellent "".Ork 
fully Justifies, by its geographical importance, the determina� 
of the society to he at the e:ir.pense of its publication. 

The fourth volume is composed of different historical and 
geographical works, amongst others, of a translation of 
Jordanus, by I3aron Coqucbert de Monlbret. We trust that the 
scientific world will soon possess it. 

The fifth t'olume "-"ill contain a translation of the Geography
c,j Edrisi, by M.A. Jaubert, whose absence for two years iu the 
Ottoman empire, in the service of France, will suffic1cntly ex• 
plain the delay which tl,is publication has experienced. 

The sodety has not neglected to maintain Its connections 
with the French and foJH:ign travellers, who •isit the different 
countries of the globe, aod who are ami.ious to aeek for, and 
accept its patronage. It follows their path with ao earnest so• 
licitude; and I am uow about to detain you, for a short time, 
with the relation of their efforts to render themscl ves worthy of 
your honourable encouragement. 

Africa, so near to us, but whose interior was so Jillie known, 
]1a� for sonifl time past h.('.<.ln an object of more general attention 
t.han formedy. The political mo,·ements, which for more than
thirty years ha..:e led so mn.ny Europeans to the land of Egypt, 
now under the influence of a foreign civilization, irnposed by a
hand, which it is difficult to characterize; the recent expedi•
tiou, which has trantipOrted the conquerors of Algiers to the
foot of the Atlas; the numerous, and frequently unfortunate
attempts to penetrate into t.he hea.rt of those latitudes, which
have hitherto been represented upon our best maps but as vast
deserts; and, lastly, the restlessness which agitates our times,
and the noble ambition of attaching one's name to something
new, and to the glory of having overcome obstacles which are
unknown in countries where the European has established his
customs and his laws :-all these circumstances suffice to ex­
plain the preference which our travellers give to the exploration
of Africa. ,ve shall, therefore, commence with Africa, in our
re,·iew of tl1eir labours.

Africa.-The Geof;raphi�al Society has, with pleasure, ob­
eerved a Frenchman (M. Douville) directh1g his steps towards 
Portuguese Africa; and has received a letter from him, dated 
Rio Janeiro, June 1, J830. A short time after his return from 
Angola, this traveller announced that he was in possession of 
many curious documents connected with this co•mtry, which he 
appeared to have s1irveycd in the character of a philosopher, 
an artist, and an observer of mauners. We are exceedingly 
anxious to haTe l1im :amongst ns, :-ind this wish will, no doubt, 

c-



i<oon be �rccimplishe,l, if his he:ilt11 permit him to rclnr:: to bi! 
r.onritry.

Th<' African Soci�ly of London has sn�t trnn·lkr� n r,:-.:i:n,t.
w:tb the ci:-,mml�sion to folln,Y th� course of the iJahr-el Abiati
as f!1r a, Bornou. Frenchmt>n l1ave also l!OllC Ill tbf' s,;inie <li
1l'ct10ll, l<lld it i� 10 be honf,i th;,t th� most succcs�fui •�sl!lts
wHl arise from this t'Ollt'U;n·nc-e.

On Lhc oth�l· b;u,<1. M. Lrn,frr. m:e of tbe cornpanions of
r;,,ptain Cl:lpp<:>rfon du,i:·� h:� Jan jcurncy, is �-m•• with his
\·,;-_nhL•r t.-, Dacl�g,ry, on the coust of Gui11cn. They will ex­
: bre \i1� cc,urse of ,he great river of Crntral Africa, cspl'ccally
t-:>1\·uru� ti111 j.•Di1;t wh�,c it i, pn,te1ided tI:,1.t th,� r:v1.:r (;1kes a
�o:i,ht rn Jirtcti•m, to e1!,J•�y i,s \�·at..rs ir,to lhe Gulf of Gu;nea.

:Irr. C.,oper llo,e lrns ,:\,;v ;;Htl f.,irhfullv p;,in!!'d the m;.in-
1'.C:s �1i...: SC(·nery of those p:irt, of Svu!lu;"rn Africa whieh hr.
ha� ,·isii,!d. Hi� jr,ur�;e:, rntitlPs lt,:n to tli� e�tccm of a. puh-
11 eh,"··r ior ;ill 1h;,l is t'l(>V:t ;\l)ct tine.

Ge::1:r,,phi,·,11 [�;,.UC? i, i,.-:. htR.n to c�pta,n Ow(:!n for the
hest works whid1 have yet :-1ppearcd on the eastern and wcsrern
coash of Atricn. ll i:! maps have rectified the byinz down of 
the bonh .•ri fruit:·111 i:1 !\hip11 reeks, an,1 where ci·.-ilization is
exlenrlin� nr-.d<·r t!:r rr··:•tr1-:t\on of the prcs�nt pt•sscssors of the
Cape cf Gu()':l H,spe. 

Th� p,1°,iues 1 of 1he ca'pital of Algiers by our tr.iopF. has
hrc,ug.ht this Stat" i1ilo �r�v.l m.\.,cc; a11r: 1,1w1crnus public'l•
tions woHlcl hav� he<>n suppfad lo the rlesires of the public,
l1al1 r,ct th.! impor'.�nt occmrcnccs which ha1·e recen .. :y ca!:cd
,mr attentic.n to other matters, caused us r.:ir a time to t'orl!'et
this conq;i�st, and absorbr<l lhf' ut�enlim1 of the whole weir!<.!.
v\7e may·, !wwevcr, hope lhat the year 1831 wili not pass awi\y
without brin�iin!:: to light a purr,r,t) of l!>Vie (locurr,en1s ,vh1c11
inust. doubtle,;s, have beeo prC'p,,red at tl,,· Li$11re ol ��voal
very �,b!e men, in<lq;eridently nl those winch arc already pos­
sessed, and ar,� still heinr. collec�ed, I.Jy a go\'C:rmr.cnt frlend!y
to science, aod a plotcctor c,f her W(-1kd.

America.-This c:ootincut ha:; ,tlso been trav<'rsed in dilforc1;t
direction� hy mauy travellers. I ,!1 ?.II fast tr.ention one ol our
countr,·:-!1cn, :'-L Ucss.:.lincs d'Orbi;p1y, wbo h;,s ,·isite,! Pata�o­
Ili,i., aii,t \ h'.He American tnb�� •,d1erc the nomadic life of the
Arab is found in perfection, wi;b all ti:eir disdainful fitreeucss,
fheir passion for indepencle1:ce, ,rnd their batred of tile :nanne:rs
ana religion c·f strangers. l\J. d'Orhi:;ny has lived amrmgst 
three rac�!l of uativcs occupying l11e \'ast and barren di�trict
bct-wee11 Rio de Plata :ind T!:!rra l\fagellanica. He has also
collected (•lltirl'I;· nc\r •]( t,iiis r,n 1,,.\tural hi�!ory, am! on the
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�anguage of the Araucanas, the l>uclches, and the Patago�
llians. 

Mes�rs. Hardy and Thomrson wc!'e engaged, during their 
·excursions in lllexico ahd Guat('mnla. in adding to our previous
infonnation with regard to the soil and inhabitants of these new
republics. M. Franck, introduced to you some time ago by
M. Poinsett, one or your n,ost esteemed cnrrespondeuts, has
also recently brought to Paris numerous drawings which he
collectl'd durinjl' a resid<>nce of several years in Jl.lexico, and an
;,cconnt of which will �hortly be laid before the society.

l\11\f. Yosy, Lhotski, Le Prieur, and d'Acosla, to whom the 
central commi�sion has presented instruments and instructions, 
are on their road to visit St;\'?ral parts of the i,.:w World. We 
have every reason to belie\•e that these travellers will not neit• 
lect any thing which cau make the time they devote to the ad­
vancement of geography profitable to that 6cience. 

I may besides mention the labours of Mr. Penllend in the 
Republic or Bolivia; those now being carried on in California 
by Dr. Coultl'r, an excellent En�lisb naturalist, who, prov1derl 
with g0od instruments. himself a good a5tronomer nod fnll (If 
:.trdour, will certainly Jeduce 1aeful results from his voyage, 
which he lias undertaken solely for the iotenst of science. 

l\I. Henii Teman:r, a member of this society, has returned a
short time ago from America, aod will soo11 give yon an ac­
count of all that he has observed in tlie cou11'.ric� through 
which he lias passed. 

We o�·e to ilis Roy;il Hil;?;hoess Prince Christian Fretlerick of 
Denmark, 1he COIDlll�Dka(ion of the jounlal of Captain Graah 
of the royal navy, cm;i!oyed bJ the Danish government in B· 
ploring the east co"'r of Greenland. This extract leads us 
to e:xpe�t, t.h11t, at his relurn from so perilous a 1luty crowm�,l 
�-ith succc.ss, ':\I. Graah will have reached, in this third attempt, 
the most nor,hern point of that 001.st of iron and ice, where, it 
j5 said, he has evl n found human inhabitants. Let us hope. 
!!'.entlemell, •h-it tl,i� iotreoid navil!'ijtor, whcu returned safo and 
sound to his country, may receive testimony of the esteem due 
lo so moch de1•otion, and that he may publish the. matcri3(s 
which be sha.11 ha, e <'ollected, in oriler to extend our knowledge 
of the geography of those northern lands. 

Jr�stern Asia.-The Otto!llan empire, wl1ich tlie colossus of 
the North lhr,·atencd with total destruction in 18il:i and 1829. 
continues still to atlr:tcl into the ,·ast provinces under her sway 
:1 l(reat nur1Jher of travellers, desirous perhaps of being wit­
ne�ses of a great catastrophe, which the events of th� last four 
months, and those to which we i;tilJ look forward, may put olf 
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for an indefinite period, I shall say little to you of Mr. l.\.f'Far• 
lane, t.hc author of two volumes, which iu reality tell us 
nothing new, and iu which there predominates a narrow !!piri& 
1rnd inveterate prejudices against every thing that is uot born 
or used iu Great l3ritain. l call your attention with more 
pl<!asnrc to seveml of our countryme;, who have set out, during 
th,: COllrsc of this year, to C){plore Asid Minor, Syria, and 
Gr0ece, which for nine yeus has been endeavourini; to ex­
tricatt> itfelf from i!i; ruin;;., and to assume a situation among 
civilized nations. M. Michaud, the author of the History of the 
Crusades, accompanied by two gcograph.ical engineers, ( MM. 
Cadle and Stamaty,) and M. CarC'el, a naturalist, has, notwith­
s!anding his a:;-� and weak state of heallh, gone to visit the 
places where :_hn greatl'gt achievements of the middle age were 
performed, an<l wH�re the contest of the Christians and Mussul• 
mans, after liavi�.2' cr.•:serl nnhPard-of evils to the contemporary 
µcople, had neverth�ll'�s the effect of restoring the arts and 
�cicuct>s in Europe, :J.t 1bal time in a �late of barbarism. Tu 
the uames I hlne just rn(>ntiuned, must be added tl11ue ot 
MM. Fonta11ie�, Guys. Vidal, Botta, Pallcgoix, Gounnelen,
Le Tur<', a Bd�ian, Haile. �n:d Royer, who are at present
tra,·elliug in <ldforeul cvu .. tric� d .:\ sia, antl are provided with
inbtrucLions from tlw society. \Ve also hop-e that the members
of tile scientific commission sent to the Morea in 1828, will
bring tli<ir tribut9 Qf discovery. Already some of them,
.M '.\1. Puillon Hoblaye, and PcyL1ul', 1\1. Gauthier d'Arc, vice­
�•,)11S1d attached to tlic French mis�ion in Greece, and recently
••,;ruiualed member of the central commission, have addressed
, ! he �ociety interesting de tails of their e)(cursions. 

\'; ,, shall 80on be indebtod to this commission and its direc• 
tor, .:«lonel Bory <le Saint Vincent, for a good map of the 
cou;:tries which iirt: to compose the new Gr�k state. M. Bory 
de Saint Vincent and his collabornccurs hnve not confined 
themselves to researches in antiq1.1ities or natul'al histor-v,-the 
geogruph.ical and topogr;iphic:::tl pal't of their labours wi'll have
claims to our special attention. 

Russia in Asia, CMna, PolyM:sia.-Every �cienlific person is 
acquainted with the recent successes of the most illustrious of 
modern travellers, Daron Alcx,,nder <le H111:1boldt, v.-ho it< still 
residing in our capital. Accompanied ty �UJ. Rose and Eh­
renberg, and under the hi�h protection o; the Emperor Nicolas, 
M. de Humboldt has found, in the northern climate of Asia,
i.ubjcct to the grand!>oD of Catherine, every facilily for e:icploring
Ural, and eastern Siberia. I shall not dwell on a subject with
which the daily journals have entertained their ieaders, and
\Vhich bu occupied, during their sittings, the academies of
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Petersburg, nncl Berlin, and the Institute of France, confident 
in the predilection of M. de Humboldt for our glorious country • 

.MM. Ledebour, Meyer, and Bunge, }1ad preceded a:. d� 
Humboldt in Siberia. Thi ir travels have fumished 11s wit11 
precious information, as h.:.,,., ,,;w those of MM. Hoffinann and 
Helmerssen in ll1e south of ,, e �-: -�I mountains, aml o( 1\1 ll'l. 
Erman, Hanstceu, and Do\\•e. ;::•_,·•:sted with a magnetit' (;xpc· 
di Lion in the same countrie�. 

We have vet to mention M. Dobdl, autl,or of Tra-r,-els in 
Kamtchatka 'and Siberia, wl,o h:1.d been pr<•nously for some 
years in China. There arc somll interesting observauons ir ius 
works coucerning that vast euipir�, which has frcqut-utl:• 1.eeH 
an object of attention with the Asiatic Socie1.y of Paris, no� oo?:,; 

in a philological, but alsQ under a geog-r�phical point 01 view. 
I had almost for.gotten to mC'nt.ion M. P:nrot, who hM visit6<l 

Mouut Ararat, and whose obscri·ations hi1vc been putli, 11�,i 1u 

several sciimtitic works. 

I now come to the consiJ.t'ration of the voyages of circum• 
navigation; and, witl1out recurring to those ol MM. t'reycin�r. 
Duperrey, an<l Dumont <l'lJrvillc, who are occupied in publish­
ing the accounts of their labours, and who have found in thf' 
public approbatioo the recomptmse of their fatigues, l sha!i. 
only remark, that France has nt present no navigator employed 
on a mission similar to that which C.hesc officers ltave accom­
plished. :M. Mathieu, captain of a frigLttc, was, however, in­
tended for an expedition of this nature, when the allack of 
Algiers was resolved on. The services of France called him 

•before that place, and he was compelled to give up the naviga•
tioa of distant seas to face <la11gcrs of another kimL

But among the foreignus navigating the vast S(;aS which
separate the American continent from Asia and New Holland,
and in which exist thousands and thousands of groups of 
islands, a g1·eat number of which have us yet been but riartially
visited by European!, and which Mr. Elhs has endeavoured to
make better known by his researches into the uaturnl history,
mythology, trllditioos, and rn:moers, of the native hihal,itants, l
shall mention Captain Litke, who has made many observations
in the Carolines, and discovered several 110known island,.; and
Captain Kolff, a Dutchman, who has traversed the southern
archipelago of the �loluccns, and the south-west coast of New
Guinea. We may also hope to obtain valuable information
from the American navigators, who, althouj!:b much devoted
to their commercial speculations, <lo not, however, neglect
scientific researches. \Ve owe the same cu!ogy to two
Frenclunen, Captain Darlue of M ancilles, who, after ha,;-in�
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saile<l along the coasts of Soulh A ml'tica, tonc'.,ed at the S-ci,d­
wich Isles, ,,,1d traversed the ;\;! ariuu., a[1d the Chinese archipc­
lai:;o; and Ill. Dussumicr d Dorrlca>1x, u:, mber c,f I be socie1y, 
,dw, in a voy;i.�e to Cochin Cliina, maJc numnuus co\Lctio1;,., 
i,: m1tnr,1l history, since pre,ented to the i\l uscurn ei' Pai is, 
and who, at the same time, appe<lrS to l.·l•:,:: colltctc<l 1.:seful 
gco6raj.ihical iufonm,tioll, 

It still rerr.ai:,s for ::'e, :_:i'n!lemrn to call ,·our BtU-n\ion tn <t 
project worthy of t,.1E: cOD�idc1atiun of tl,c ,;den,ific worhl, and 
oi' whid, the anthor, wlww r,;c�nt departure h:,s deprived us cf 
set-ing i,im in this asscmblv, has snumitted th.� �a3•_ pbn to 
your cc,ntral commission. Y cu will immediately pcrctoiv,', tha:. 
1 ullu<le tc, !\lr. Iluckingham, a 1Uost i::de!atiga\;b tr . .neller, in 
1he prime of life, and who, after having explored a gre;H rart 
of the globe, wishes to make a voyai:;e rol!rtd th� wed(!, wl,i,·h 
ii:. to h!.st five ��·ear.s at 1ba Ion.st. ihi� interesting na\•;g-ot,.;r. 
,��,orn nu�erotiS ;1uc.1itor.; i 1(l.\.'e he:arLl speak in pnbHc 011 1H.;W 
enl'ject�, with n fa<'iiity so ,'Ire in a forrig-n languag<', lrns foun<l 
in !'-1. Dnmo:,t i:t'Urvil le a conscientious ,u,<l ei: ligbt,�•HH! ,i•J1Jge 
of his p,c-jrct, ,vhic\i at unc� embraces the intnest� of sr:ieuce 
,,wj cf ci,·iliLati,:,n, :i.1111 th� <1.dvilntai;e� ot c,m,mert:e ti'.l esscn• 
1.1.1.a y iu, po, tau, to Engl:rn<l. 

it is i.ot necessary for me tu speak Lere ol' ;';I. dTrvil!e's 
rqlort i;1 detail, nor oft\,;; plau, with the .--xa1�iiuu1 i:m of ,,. hich 
be was i,:rrustcd. Ti,c mui,thly bulletin of the Societv will 
soperse<l� ar, anal)·�is of these o!J�ervations. otheH.-isc tco co:n­
pleie ar.J txtensire to be presented :n �n abridged form in this 
r� p:,r t. 

ft still rem:1ins for me, geuilcrnen, to recapitulate 10 you 
lni«Hy the labouN of the cc11trn.l commission, to ,,bich se,·eral 
among you have priv.1tely <lcvvlcd yuurselrn�. Fir.-;t, we 
slwuld addre,s ow thanks to those 1nen1bcrs a:,d correspo:1-
deuts who han! furnished us with useful 1\ocuinents; amongst 
whom I may be allowe<l l1ere to mention the comruuriicarions 
nf �fr.,,,.. arcien, on America; of M. J<Hnard, on :\frin; cf 1\1. 
Bianchi, on the E,1st; of M. Cadet cf Metz, on the Yoya;:es to 
the North Pole; and the repor1s of MM. llruc, Coniboouf, 
Coguebert-:Uontbret, Girard, d'UrviHe, 11.nd Theolog·ue. 

Among the inJi i idual hbunrs of tl1e members of the sc:;ci�ty, 
it is my duty to mention the beautiful maps of Colonel Lapie, 
(E6rypt and Arabia Petre�, and the Staws of Barbary;) he is 
engaged at present in ,he JJublication of a map of th� Roman 
empire, in which he has trace<l the itineraries of Antoninus ancl 
of Peutinger. He is also continuing the pub,1catioll of his 
Universal Atlas, but the late events have retarded il_ s execution. 
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The expedition to Algit,r� htts ..,J;citt><I ,!seful worh from 
several ol' our con<l;ulOrs. Indeper1de1,t\) .. ;· wh·.1L ,,.,. Ji;i,•,· 
received frorn Colnne\ l.q,ie on that 1>art oi Af'ri1 a, I maJ
1uention the in3p (lf :.1. Llarbie <lu B,,c�ge, and th" i'lu.r,; anrl
lithoe:rnphs which !1-l ilianc!ti has added to :he lr<1i1.-:�t•n11 uf 
the Es.�•.IJS �f Shaler, a work t min-:.ntly useful �.l the p ·ncd of
its public,1,i,rn, (the dPpart11re of the ext,,:di,iu,, m :.Jay :ind 
June last,) aucl justly c�t<'.e1:,�c1 Llw bti$t 11·.1,�lt v.c �ct J!t•ssess.
on the regency of Algie! s. :'.1. Bianchi, ou tl,e remrn of "' 
mission, in the prcs•�curi.m of whic:.11 lJ,, u••:ir!y p�rishc<l, la­
b&urcd diligently at this work, and has, in some degree, m•1de 
it complete, by ;riving to the riublic an intere;;tin:; rrlntion of the 
ini5,ion, iu which he accompanied Atltrnrnt <!<'.? hi !3retom.ie1e. 
an<l of 1;1e ins11lt ofi'"'rcrl hy the AlgerincS ti> ,;1e \'!'�!<el La. 
Provence, in ,\ ug-ust 1829. M. Bianchi has �l'pOS:[ed i11 the 
8ociely, a second �<lition or' hi,. piau of ;.I_: ,.s, ai;t, i;s for­
tific.uions aud environs, with the numel'l·US i1u•,r�" .r.1 11:s 11111.l 
ch.i.noes uhrndy efl�ctec.l or j,nij<'Cle<l :,y lhe French, since the 
conq�est. Our colleague is ::i-3Pb'.etl to Ca�•t'l.in G:\)ou fur 
these corrections "' 

Uurini?: tbe year 1830, Ll,e grode3:c optratic1:s for tl,e r.e,v 
map of France h,1,e heen contku,tl on several p.1r'.s of the 
kiogdom, with the sa1a.� chgree of CXdctness which the corps 
of geographical engineer$ ha,; extended to every thing belong­
inJ,?; to the execution of that ;;r�nt entc�prize, which v·,11 r.1:il!y 
be the to1,ographical 1nas1erp1l'ce 0f our time. Tha fir"t 5hcets, 
which will soon be published, comi;ktely justify 01tr prai5el'. 

It is known, tliat the geodesic opcrat:'�!!5 c:uricd on ia the 
P�Ter.c�, by ore d ,;mr col eagues, ( Ueulenant Cc,!onel Cora­
b�uf,) have cslabli:S!ifd "ith mucl, pred-�ion, the ddforerce in 
the ;�ul of the nc,'an ,1",l of t11e Mediterraneon. The results 
of these trigonometric:il measu1·emcr,rs. 11.ftenvartls su11ectecl t() 
1he calcnlaririn of probahitities, $hew that thll two ��as affect 
1he same !el'el, contrary to rr.c conjn·tnre,s which Set'm to h:l\e 
hi( herto prevail(!d. 

In ,.he CO!.lrse of las! Octobn, one , f :he uce 1r,:s:r!t.'n{s cf
tl-e central c.ouuoiss1on, C-oloHel Iluune, ,ms c1;;p,;·cd in the 
astronomical verific11Lio11 of the western port cf the a,c of the 
parallel which i� already n�casurcl frc,ra B;·est, as fa1 as �ude, 
in Huugarv, aud will be cxtendecl !o the rirnr Vol�a and 10 the 
Ural. Tl:ls is the most extcnsh'e op�rution of th,, !<md 1\h;ch 
has yet bee11 undcrtllken; for :he <·:<tent of 1hc arc '-'>-Ceed$ SO 

� In a short time, 1\-l. Hiand1i will puloHsh :1ic, J'r,,11.'a nm/ T,,r/.'iai; 
Dictlft,,a,·y-for U,e use I.Jj' Nat·igat..:r.,, :1Jac.hwu.s, m.u ,rl,i,; f1(1rdl.1• i� tl,c 
Lrvunt. Tlii, wor�, which was JUuch n?.nfrc', "11! l't: <•f r�;il S!'niC!' lJ> 
:,ri�uti,lists �n,I lr-,nl krs, 



degrees, France ought to claim a fair share in this Aloriou;, 
enterprize, the continuation or which she has prolong.:-"<l, i,fter 
foreign governments had relinquished it. The execution of tlic 
new map of .Prance will thus add new and important information 
to what we already possess on the figure of tl1e earth. 

I fear ( encroach on your time, g-'!ntleme11; b,it I cannot 
neglect to render justice to M. Dufour, a new memoer of tlrn 
central commission, and author of an Athts, executed with 
taste, and accompanird with .ic well written text, which will 
very adrnntageously supersede those heretofore put into the 
hands of young students. 1\1, Denaix pursues with zeal an'cl 
perseverance the continuation of his Ess'lis de Gcographie 
Mithodique; M. Brue, whose.health has been for years de­
clining, has oever omitted taking part in the sittings of the 
central commission, and has not yet given up his labours, 
although he has at present remitted the publication of the re� 
suits. I shall also mention l\.L B>tlbi, who is diligeutly engaged 
in statistics !'Ind geography; Barun Walckenaer, who contiuues 
the publication of his Risloirc Gcnerule des Voyages; l\I, de ia 
Renaudiere, who is <lilig(;ntly working at his Gcographie, aml 
who furnishes for llie Annales des Voyages, in conjunctiou with 
his scientific friend, l\I. Eyrics, one of our most honourah!e col� 
laborateurs, a ,·aluable collection of articles, translateu from 
foreign Ian� uages, oc the fruits of their u wn rcscarchc� ; and, 
labtly, M. Rif .. nd, whose zeal you have often appreciated, and 
111. Bald, the Irish engioeet, who superintends with so mucl1 

care the engraving of his beautiful Atlas of Ireland, intruslcd
to ollr coileague, M. Tardieu.

Such is the ;;ketch, in which I foar I have undurate<l, but in 
every case quile inrnluntarily, the title which our fellow­
labourers have acquired to yom· esteem. It would l.,e unjust 
not to mention the names of s.:veral foreign members and cor9 

:respondents. The bulletini; of the Society repeat them so often 
that you will remember them all with pleasure, and several of 
whom you will remember to have seen among you. The 
Chevalier d'Abrahamson, a Dane, full of love for his country, 
and for all the sciences which. may enlighten ruau; M. Rufo, 
who enriches our library with all the literary procluctions which 
he thinks worthy the attention of the Society; Baron Hamim,r, 
one of our most learned correspondents, so well acy_uainted 
with Eastern affairs, that all his labours are for the advantag-c 
of history and literature; .I\IM. Berghauas and Reinganum, of 
Eerlin: M. Graberg de Hemso, of Florence; the Barons tie 
Capellen and de Derfelden, of Utrecht: Messrs. Stanhope, 
Franklin, aod Captain Sabine, of London; and in America, 
General Bernard, M. Poir.sett, already mentioned, and Messrs. 
Mease, Tanner, and Woodbridge. 
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I have now finis hod my rask, genllemen; and in beggin� 
you still to give me your attention (or a few moments, I shall 
employ that favour in calling to your remembrance the distin­
guished members we have lost during the course of tbe past 
year; and, first, I shall ml'ntion the name of Baron Fourrier, 
p<!rpetual secretary of the Academy of Sciences, whose eulogy 
has been pronounced hy our honourable colleagues, MM. Giranl 
and Jomard. Count d'Hauterive, afrer having so lon6 pursued 
a diplomatic career. died the day 11fte.r that on which tbe cala­
mitous ordinances plunged our line country in a kind of stupor, 
soon, however, to be substituted for a terrible reveille! I shall 
add to these two names, illustrious in the sciences and in 
pub!,c affaire, that of a good man, of a wise and moderate ad­
ministrator, who knew how to go•ern au ardent population,-1 
spwak of M. le Comte <le Villeneuve, who died prefect of 
Boucbes-du-lthone, after an administration of fifteeu years. 

• 

(Signed) J. l\f, .fou ANNIN . 




