Sketeh of the Progress of Geographical Discovery during
the past year, (addressed to the General Assembly of
the Geographical Sacicty of Daris, 18th Dec. 1830.)
By M. Jovannix, General Seerctary of the Central
Commission.

[From the Edinburgh Jourual of Nutural and Geographical Science.)

GentLeEnen,—We have arrived at the termination of a year
which will be memorable in the history of nations. The great
events which have marked its course, present a character of
which it does not belong to me to speak before an assembly,
whose concern 18 with facts of a ditferent nature from these
supplied by politics; though they, at the same time, must have
their share of consideration. But, whilst 1 ferbid myself fror
entering upon the stormy field of politics, which aksorbs unis
versal atiention at the present day, I canuot avoid saying, that
this general occupation of the public mind has probably affected
the proceediegs of our socicty; at which, indeed, no one cun
be surpriscd. Acod T may add, that less fortunate than my
three predecessors,” in the account which I have to give of
thosc procecdings, which always require your approbation and
encouragement, I shall have to traverse a more limited and less
fruitful field.

General Notice of the present state of the Geographicel Socicty.
~—1 have not to speak to you of any modification in the laws of
our socicty, Eight years of an existence, honoured by the
most distiaguished support, and very recently (Aog. 15, 1830,)
confirmed by the august protection of a Prince, who, before the
voice of Francc had named him the ¢ king of 2 free pcople,”
had slready signified his approvat of your labours ;—these eight
years, I say, have allowed of all the improvements being made
in the regulatiens which experience has successively suggested.
However, if the results do net yet znswer your wishes,—if we
have oot yet commenced to collect materials which raay seoner
or later be employed in the preparatien of an indispensable
work,—I speak of a true and conscientious Geographical Dic-
tienary, which is wanted by the civilized world,—we would
hope that the instractions fately addressed to our correspon-
dents in the difierent parts of the globe, will direct their
atteation towards our important design ; and that the leisure of

* MM. Malte-I3run, Roux de Rochelle, and De Larcnauditre, who
have so ably traced the youte to be followed by their successvrs,
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the numerous members of this society ¥ wilt be deveted 1o the
accomplishment of this work. But such happy results can
only be expected, when the disquiet, which at present harasses
the sacial body, giving placc ta the security afforded by the
establishment of peace, shall no longer turn the mind from that
progressive movement, which has, for some years, so suceess-
{ully extended the limits of useful knowledge.

The idea which presided at the foundation of the Geogra-
phical Society, is itself but a corollary of this proper direction
of the mind. It tends to associate the illustrious men of all
countries, admitting them to its bosom, and leading them, by
this fraternal bond, to communicate, fram all points of thc
earth, their projcets, iheir observations, and theit discoverics.
This socicty, of which Paris is thc eenire, and which is the
elder brother of a young and splendid rival, recently establishcd
on the banks of the Thames, cannot behold, without a lively
satisfaction, coadjutors of a royal race assisting by their en-
deavours the advancement of its labours ; and it is rejoiced to
number amongst its correspondentz a Prince who will eventual-
ly inherit one of the most ancient crowns of the north.|

Our rclations with the learned sacieties and academies of the
old and new world, are not diminished ; they continue Lo be
reciprocally useful. fn exchange for the memoirs and other
publications of the society, their iransactions enrich our library;
and we thus, in our turn, obtain important infotmation on
countries distant from France. The banks of the Ganges, of
the Delaware, and the St. Lawrcoce, as well as thos2 of the
Thames, the Spree, and the Neva, Copenhagen and Turin,
Mexico and the Havanoah, contribute to form this bound of in-
tellectual union ; and, when we cousider these marks of good-
will amongst learned men, and even amongst the mass of the
people, we may throw off the fear, that the hatred and antipa-
thies which once seemcd ta take pleasure i national distinc-
tions, will for ever continue their fatal influcnce, and arrest the
general progress of true civilization.

An act which you performed in the month of March Jast, and
which was emincntly dictated by a spirit of justice, of which
our country has often set the example, is a siriking and glorious
proof of my remark. You have done honour to the modest
peracverance and final success of efforts, for 2 loug time useless,
n one of our counirymen, who, the first to relura from Tim-
buctoo, is able to say, that he has seen with his own eyes, the

# From its foundation to the present duy, the Geographical Society of
Paris has enrolled the vames of 650 members ou its list,

4 [rince Christion Frederick of Denmark.
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central mart of Aflrica, with all the traces of the demi-civilization
of the middle age. But, at the same time, you have offered to
the manes of Major Laing e tribute of regret, without taking
notice of the clamors raised by a pittable jealousy, against thie
fortunatc rival of the courageous Euglish traveller, who had
preceded him at Timbuctoo; and you have thus again proved,
in the eyes of Europe, the noblencss and generosity of your
sentiments.

You have regretied, at the same meeting, that you have
only accorded to Captain Dumont d’Urville an incomplete
testimony of your esteem for his labonrs during the voyage,
from which he has brought ns some melancholy relics of a ship-
wreck, which will never be forgotten. Entirely occupied at
present with the publication of his wark, M. &’Urville, when he
again takes a share in the duties of the central commission, will
seon give us accasion to speak of him with merited eulogiums.

I must not forzet, gentlemen, to tell you, that the prize rela-
tive to a jonrney in ancient Babylonia and Chaldea has becn
withdrawn from competition, after haviog appeared for many
years in the programmes of the Society. A memoir, however,
has becn sert in, and was laid before the committee of the
concours; but as it did not ceme under the couditions, it was
necessarily given up.

The prize offered for a description of the monuments of Pa-
lengua 15 suspended till the year 1833. M. Baradére, who,
during his stay in Mexico, formed a rich collection of Mexican
antiquities, was 2 candidate. But the society, not finding the
solution of the question proposed by them, in the drawings and
manuscripts of M. Baradére, can, at this time, only make
honourable mention of the researches of this traveller.

On the proposition of M. Jomard, a new prize has been
offered, which will he adjudged to the best memeir on the
Origin of the Asialic Negroes. This question, difficult to be
solved by the Freach, seems, in somc degree, to belong peculiar-
ly to the present musters of India; they alone appear to be in &
situation favourable for the exceution of this investigation, and
for the collection of such documents as niay throw light on a
subject of this nature.

The society has reserved, for competition, two prizes for dis-
coveries in Africa; a prize for travels in Caramania; a prize
for travels in Guiana; and several prizes for the geography of
Yrance.

The third volume of the Memoirs of the Society was puh-
lished at the beginning of the year. It centains very detailcd
researches, the result of the long continued labeurs of M, Bru-
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guieres, on the Orography of Europe. This excellent work
Tully Justifies, by its geographical importanee, the determina-
of the society to Le at the expense of its publication.

The fourth volume is composed of different historical and
geographical works, amongst others, of a tramnslation of
Jordanus, by Baron Coqucbert de Mentbret. We trust that the
scientific world will soon possess it.

The fifth volume will contain a translation of the Geography
of Edrisi, by M., A. Jaubert, whose absence for two years in the
Ottoman empire, it the service of France, will sufficiently ex-
plain the delay which this publication has experienced.

The society has not neglected to maintain its connecctions
with the French and foreign travellers, who visit the different
countries of the globe, and whe are anxious to seek for, and
accept its patronage. It follows their path with an earnest so-
licitude; and I am now about to detsin you, for a short time,
with the relation of their efforts to render themselves worthy of
your lLionourable canconragement.

Africa, sv near to us, but whose interior was so little known,
lias for some time past been aa object of more general attenlion
than formerly. The politicat movements, which for more than
thirty years i:we led so many Europeans to the land of Egypt,
now under the influence of a foreign civilization, imposed by a
hand, which it is difficult to characterize; thc recent expedi-
tion, which has transported the conquerors of Algiers to the
foot of the Atlas; the numerous, and frequently unfortunate
attempts to penetrate into the heart of those latitudes, which
bave hitherto been represented upon our best maps but as vast
deserts ; and, lastly, the restlessness which agitates our times,
and the notle ambitior of attaching one’s name to something
new, and to the glory of having overcome obstacles which are
unknown in countries where the European has established his
customs and his laws ;—all these circumstances suffice to ex-
plain the preference which our travellers give to the exploration
of Africa. We shall, therefore, commence with Africa, in our
review of their labours.

Africa.—The Geographical Society has, with pleasure, obh-
served a Frenchman (M. Douville) directing his steps towards
Portuguese Africa; and has received a letter from him, dated
Rio Jaueiro, June 1, }330. A short time afier his return from
Angola, this traveller announced that he was in possession of
many curious documents connceted with this country, which he
appeared to have sarveyed in the character of a philosopher,
an artist, and an observer of manners. We are exccedingly
anxieus to have him amongst s, and this wish will, no doubt,

¢
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£00n be accomplished, if his health permit him to returs to Lis
eouatry. '

The African Society of F.ondon has sent fravelless 19 Baypt.
with the cemmission to follow the course of the Sabir-el Abjad
as far as Bornou. Frevehmen have also gone 1 the same di
rectio, znd it is 10 be hopad that th2 most successiuj results
will arise from this cencurrence.

On th2 ather band. M. Lavuer, oue of the companions of
Captain Clapperion durivg his Jasi jeurney, is gone with his
cr 1o Ladagry, on the coust of Guinea. They will ex-
1lare the cGurse of ithe great river of Central Africa, espectally
towards ihe poiot where it 15 pretended Liat the river lakes a
southern direction, to ewpiy lis waters into 1he Guifof Guinea,

Mr. Cooper Rose hias iy and fuithfully painted the man-
vors and scenery of those parts of Soutitern Africa which he
has visiied.  His journew cntitles bim to Lhe esteem of a nub-
1t eaper for 2l hat 18 exact and true.

Gezgrapbieal g2ience s ind bted to Captain Owen for the
hest works which have vel anbpeared on the eastern and western
coasts of Atrica. Hiz maps huve rectified tle laying down of
the banks 50 fruit’nl in shipwrecks. and where civilization is
extendine urder the pratoction of the prosent poessessors of the
Cape cf Ceod Hope.

The eovques: of the canital of Algiers by our troops has
brouzht this State 1l grent neuice; and Lumerous publica-
tions waiild bave Leen supplicd to the desires of the public,
Juad vot ke important cecurrences which have rccently called
our attention 10 other matiers, caused us for a tme to forget
this conquost, and absorbed the attention of the whole world.
We myy, however, hope that the year 1831 wili not pass away
withiout bringing 19 light a ponticn of these documents whien
must. doubtlezg, have been prepared at the wisure of several
very able mew, independently of those wliuch awe already pos-
segsed, and are stll being collected, by a government fricadly
19 science, and a protecter of her woiks.

Americe.—Tiis continent has also been traversed in different
directions by maay travellers. T shall first wention ore of our
countrymen, M. Dessalines d’Orbizny, who has visite! Patagzo-
pia, 2ot ihose American tribes where the nemadic life of ihe
Arab is found in perfection, with 2ll their disdaicful fiercencss,
their passion for independence, and thcir hatred of the manness
and religics of sirangers, 8. d’Orbigny has lived awmongst
three races of raiives ceccupying the vast and barren district
beiween Rio de Plata and Terra Magelianica. He has also
collected entirely new d:taiis on tatoral history, and en the
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ia}nguage of the Araucanas, the Puclches, and the Patago-
nians.

Messrs. Hardy and Thompson wcre engaged, during their
excursiouns in Mexico and Guatemala, in adding to our previous
inforination with regard to the soil and inhabitants of these new
republics. M. Franck, introduccd to you some time ago by
M. Poinsett, cne of your most estecmed eorrespondetts, has
also recently Lrought to Paris numerous drawings which he
collected during a residence of several years 1a Mexico, and an
uccount of which will shortly be taid before tie society.

MM. Yosy, Lhotski, Le Prieur, and d’Acosta, to whom the
central commission has presented instruments and instructions,
are on their road tv visit several parts of the New World. We
have every reason to believe that these travellers will not neg-
lect any thing which can make the time they devote to the ad-
vancement of geography profitable to that science.

I may besides mention the labours of Mr. Pentland in the
Republic of Bolivia; those now being carried on in California
Ly Dr. Coulter, an excellent English naturalist, who, provided
with good tustruments, himself a good astronomer and full of
ardour, will certainly deduce useful results from his voyage,
which he has undertaken solely for the interest of science.

M. Hemi Ternanx, a member of this society, has returned a
short time ago from America, and will soo: give you an ac-
count of ‘all that he has observed in the countries through
which lie has passed.

We owe to ilis Royal Highoess Prinee Christian Frederick of
Denmark, the commuaication of the journal of Captamn Grazh
of the royal navy, employed by the Danish government in ex-
ploring the east coast of Greenland. This extract leads us
1o expect, that, at his return from so perilous a duty erowned
with success, M. Graah will have reached, in this third attempt,
the most noriliern point of that coast of iron and ice, where, it
is said, he has even found human inhabitants. Let us hope.
rentlemen, rhat this intrepid navigator, when returned safe and
sound to his country, may receive testimony of the esteem due
toso much devotion, and that he may publish the. matcrials
which he shall have collected, in order to extend our knowledge
of the geography of those northern lands.

fVestern Asia.—The Ottoman empire, which the colossus of
the Nerth threatened with total destruction in 1828 and 1829.
cantinues still to attract into the vast provinces under her sway
a ygreat number of travellers, desirous perhaps of beiny wit-
nesses of a great catastrophe, which the events of the last four
months, and those to xvhich we still look forward, wmay put off
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for an indefinite period. I shall say hittle to you of Mr., M¢Far-
lane, the author of two volumes, which ia reality tell us
nething new, and i which there predominates a narrow spiric
and inveterate prejudices against every thing thal is not born
or used in Great Britain. 1 call your attention with more
pleasure to several of out countrymen who have set out, during
the course of this yecar, to explore Asiu Minor, Syria, and
Greece, which for mue years has been endeavouring to ex-
tricate itfelf from its ruins, and to assume a situation among
civilized nations, M. Michaud, the author of the History of the
Crusades, accompanied by two geographical engineers, (MM.
Caillé and Stamaty,) and M. Carcel, a naturalist, has, notwith-
standing his ar2 and weak state of health, gone to visit the
piaces whera tho graatest achievements of the middle age were
performed, and where the contest of the Christians and BMussul-
mans, ofter havizg cunsed nnheard-of evils to the contemporary
people, had nevertheless the effect of restoring the arts and
scietices in Burope, «f i1hat time in a state of barbarism. To
the names | have just mentivned, must be added these of
MM. Fontanier, Guys. Vidal, Boita, Pallegoix, Gourmelen,
Le Ture, a Belzian, Raite. ard Royer, who are at present
travelling in diffcrent countiies of Asia, and are provided with
instructions {roin the suciety. e also hoje that thc members
of the scientific commission sent to the Morea in 1828, will
bring their tribute of discovery. Already some of them,
MM. Puillon Bablave, and Peyuetr, M. Gauthier d’Are, vice-
enonsul attached to the French mission in Greece, and recently
roniinated member of the ceutral commission, hiuve addressed
the society interesting details of their excursions.

W shall soon be indebted to this commission and its direc-
wr, Cclonet Bory de Saint Vincent, for a good map of the
counitvies whicl are to compese the new fireek state. M. Bory
de Saint Vincent and his collaborateurs have not confined
themselves to researches in antignities or natural history,—the
geographical and topographical pait of their labours will have
claims to our special attention.

Russia in Asia, China, Polynesia.—Every scientific person is
acquainted with the recent successes-of the most illustrious of
rodern travellers, Baron Alexander de Hnriboldt, who ig still
residing in our capital. Accompanied 1.y 1M, Rose and Eh-
renberg, and under the high protection of the Emperor Nicolas,
M. de Homholdt has found, ia the northern climate of Asia,
subject to the graudson of Catherine, every facility for exploring
Ural, and eastern: Siberia. I shall not dwell on a subject with
which the daily journals have entertained their readers, and
which has occupied, during their sittings, the academies of
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Petersbure, and Berlin, and the Institute of France, confident
in the predilection of M. de Humboldt fer our glorious country.

MM. Ledebour, Meyer, and Bunge, had preceded ¥. de
Humboldt in Siberia. Their travels have furnished ns wirih
precious information, as have =iso those of MM. licffimann and
Helmerszen in the south of i“¢ 17:2) mountains, and of MM.
Erman, lTansteen, and Dowe i:tusted with a magnetic cxpe-
dition in the same countries.

We have yvet to mention M. Dobell, author of Travels in
Kamtchatha and Stberia, who had heeo previcusly for some
years in China. There are some interesting observalions ir his
works concerning that vast empire, which has frequently teen
an object of attention with the Asiatie Societly of Paris, not only
in a philological, but alsg under u geographical point of view.

I had almost forgotten to mention M. Parrot, who has visited
Mouut Ararat, and whose observations have been publisticid 1
several scientific works. 4

I now come to the consileration of the voyages of circum-
navigation; and, without recurring to those of MM. Freyciner,
Duperrey, and Dumont d'Urville, who are occupied in publish-
ing the accounts of their labours, aud who have found in the
public approbation the recompense of their fatigues, I shali
only remark, that France has at present no navigator employed
ou a mission similar to that which tlese officers have accom-
plished. M. Mathieu, captain of a frigute,  was, however, in-
tended for an expedition of this nature, when the aftack of

JAlgiers was resolved on. The services of Ifrance called him
before that place, aud he was compelled to give up the naviga-
tion of distant seas to face dangers of another kind.

But among the foreigners navigating the vast scas which
separate the American continent from Asia and New Holland,
and in which exist thousands and thousauds of groups of
islands, a great number of which have us yet been but partially
visited by Europeans, and which Mr. Ethis has endeavoured to
make better known by his researches into the natural history,
mythology, traditions, and inanvers, of the pative inhabjtauts, L
shall mention Captain Litke, who has made many observations
in the Carolines, and discovered several nnknown islands; and
Captain Kolff, a Dutchman, who has waversed the southern
archipelago of the Maluccas, and the south-west coast of New
Guinea. We may aliso hope to obtain valuable information
from the American navigators, who, although much devoted
to their commercial speculations, do not, however, neglect
scientific researches. We owe the same culogy to (wo
Frenchmen, Captain Darlue of Markcilles, who, atter having
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sailed along the ceasis of South Ametica, tonched at the Sand-
wich Tsles, aad fraversed the Marians aod the Clitnese archipe-
Jago; wnd M. Bussumicr ¢f Bordsanx, member of the sociery,
who, in a voyage to Cochin China, made numerous colicetions
i natural history, since presented to the Muaseum i Paiis,
and who, at the same time, appears to huve collected useful
geographical information.

It still remains for e, gentlemen to eall vour etienuon o 2
project worthy of tite consideration of the scientiic world, and
ofwhich the anthor, whuze recent departare bins deprived us of
seeing i 1o this assembly, has snumitted the vast plan to
your central commission,  Yeu will immediately parceive, that
Tzilude to Mr. Buckingham, o most isdelatigabls lruasellerio
the prime of life, and who, after baving explored a great part
ol the globe, wishes to make a veyvage reund ihe wedd, which
is to lusi five years at the leasi. This iuteresting mavigatur,
whom numerots anditors have heard speak o public on nuow
subjects, with » faciiity so vare in a foreign language, has found
in 8. Dumoit TUretlle a conseientious und enlightened judge
of his preject, which at, vnce embraces the interests of science
and of civilization, and the advantages oi commerce so esscn-
raily iportant o Englaud.

it j8 ot mecessary for me 1o speak Lere of M. d'Urviile’s
report in detail, nor of the plau, with the exawination of which
he was istrusted.  The mwonthiy bulletin of the Saciety will
superseds an analysis of these ohservations. otherwise tco cou-
plete acd extensive fo be presenied i en abridged furm in this
rep(u‘t.

It suil remzins for me, gautlemen, to recapitulate 1o yon
brictly the labours of tiic central commission, to which several
among you have privateiy devoled yourselves.  First, we
should eddress cwr thauks to those menbers and correspou-
deuts wha have furnished us with useful documents; amongst
whem I may be allowed here to mcntion the communications
of My . Warden, on Amcrica; of M. Jomard, on Africas of M.
Bianchi, on the East; of M. Cadet of Metz, on the voyazes to
e North Pole; aond the reports of MM. Brué, Coraboeuf,
Coquebert-Montbret, Girard, d’Uryvilie, and Theolcgue.

Among the individual labours of the members ¢f the sseiety,
it is my duty to mentien the beautiful maps of Colonct Lapie,
(Ezypt and Arabia Petrea, and the States of Barbary;) heis
enzaged at present in ihe publicatien of a map of the Roman
empire. in which he has traced the itineraries of Avtoninus and
of Peutinger. He is also continuning the pubiication of his
Universal Atlas, but the late events have retarded its cxecution,
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The expediticn to Algiers has clicited nseful works from
several oi our coagjutors. Iadependeutly «f what we have
veceived from Colone! Lapie on that part of Afica, | may
wention the map of M. Barbie du Bacage, and the plaus and
lithoaraphis which M. Bianchi bas added to ihe transiation of
the Esscys of Shaler, a work eminzeily useful at the praed of
s publication, (the departave of the expeditiunin “jay and
June last,) aud jostly erteersed the best winch we yet possess,
on the regency of Algziers, M. Bianchi, oi the remrn of a
mission, in the presteution of which ha uearly perished, la-
bduced diligently at this work, ard has, In some degree, made
it complete, by miving to the nublic an interesting relation of the
wissioq, in which ke accompsnied Adiniral de s Bretonniéie,
and of tae insult cffered Ly the Algerines to taé vessel la
Provence, in Aougost 1829, M. Bianchi has deposired in the
Society, a second edition of his pian of Alci:ns, ant s for-
tifications and covirons, with the numnercus lnpruvcmculs and
changes alieady effected or ;rejected by the French, siuce the
conquest. Our colleagzue is indebied to Captain Gibou for
these corrections *

During the year 1830, the geodesic operaticis for the new
wap of }iance have been continuzd on seversl pars of the
kingdom, with the saiue dagrec of ¢xactzess which the corps
of geographical engineers kas extended to every thing bhelong-
ing to the execution of that yreat enterprize, which will really
be the topographical inasterprece ¢f our time.  The st shicets,
which will scon be published, completely justify our praises.

It is known, that the geodesic operaticus carricd on in the
Pyrereas by ore ¢f aur col'eagnes, (Licutenant Colonel Cora-
beeuf,) have establishied with much precision, the differerce in
the jevel of the ocran and of the Mediterranean.  The results
of these trigonometrical mcasurements, afterwards subjected to
the calculatinn of probabifities, shew that the twn seas affect
the sume level, centrary to the conjectures which seec: to have
hitherto prevailed.

In the course of last October, gne «f the wier progidents of
the central conunission, Colonel Downe, was cuigazsed in the
astronemical verificalion of the western past of 1he are of tiwe
atallel which is already measured frem Brest, as fa as Cude,
in Hongary, aud will e cxtended to the yiver Velra and 10 the
Ural. Tlis is the most extensive opegation of the kind which
has vet beeu undertaken; for the extent ¢f tlic arc crceeds 50

® Tu a short (me, B Bianchi will publish i
Dictinnary. for the use of Nutigaters, iéorckunts, ang oller draccilors v the
Levant. This wors, which was much wanted, will e of real service
drientalists and travellers,



9% Proyress af Geoyraphicul I)z’scwavy

degrees, France ought to claim a fair share in this glovious
enterprize, the contivuation of which she has prolonged, after
foreign governments had relinquished it. The execution of thc
new map of France will thus add new and important information
te what we already possess on the figure of the earih.

I fear I encroach on your time, gantlemen; bat I cannot
neglect to render justice to M. Dufour, a new member of the
central commission, and author of an Atlas, executed with
tuste, and accompanicd with @ well written text, which will
very advantageously supersede those lhcretofore put into the
haads of younz students. M. Denaix pursues with zeal and
perseverance the continuation of his Fssais de Géographie
Méthodigue; M. Brué, whose health has been for years de-
clining, has never mmitted taking part in the sittings of the
central commission, and has not yet given up bis labours,
althongh he has at present remitted the publication of the re~
salts. T shall also mention M. Balbi, who is diligently engaged
n statistics and geography; Barvn Walckenuer, who continues
the publication of his Histoire Générale des Voycges; M. de ia
Renaudiere, who is diligently working at his Géograpfize, ane
who furnishes for the Annales des Voyages, in conjunction with
his scientific friend, BI. Eyrits, one of our most honounrable col-
laborateurs, a valuable cellection of urticles, transiated from
foreign lany uages, or the fruits ef thcir vwa rescarches; and,
lasily, 3. Rifand, whose 2cal you have often appreciated, and
M. Bald, the [rish engineer, who superintends with se much
care the engraving of his beautiful Atlas of Ireland, intrusted
10 onr coileague, M. Tardieu.

Such 1s the sketeh, in which I fear I have underrated, but in
every case quile involuntariiy, the title which our fellow-
{abourers have acquired to your estcem. It would be unjust
not to mention the names of several foreign members and cor-
zespondents. Thc bulletins of the Society repeat ther: so often
that you will semember them all with pleasure, and several of
whom you will remember to have seen among you. The
Chevalier d’Abrabamson, a Dane, full of love for his country,
and for all the sciences which may enlighten mau; M. Rafn,
who enriches our library with all the literary wroductions which
he thinks worthy the attention of the Society ; Barop Hamuner,
one of our most learned correspondents, 8o well acquainted
with Eastern affairs, that all his labours are for the advantage
of histery and literatnre; MM. Berghauas and Reinganum, of
Berlin: M. Graberg de Hemsd, of Florence; the Barons de
Capellen and de Derfelden, of Utrecht; Messrs. Stanhope,
Franklin, and Captain Sabine, of London; and in America,
General Bernard, M. Poirvsett, already mentioned, and Messrs.
Mease, Tanner, and Woodhridge.
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I have now finished my r1ask, gentlemen; and in beggingy
you still to give me your attention for a few moments, 1 shall
employ that favour in calling to your remembrance the distin-
guished members we have lost during the course of the past
year; aad, first, 1 shall mention the name of Baron Foutrier,
perpetual secretary of the Academy of Sciences, whose eulogy
has been pronounced by our honourable colleagues, MM. Girard
and Jomard. Count d’Hauterive, after having so long pursued
a diplomatic carcer, dicd the day after that on which the cala-
mitous ordinances plunged our fine country in a kind of stupor,
soon, however, to be substituted for a terrible réveiliet Ishall
add to these two names, illustrious in the sciences and in
public affairs, that of 8 zood man, of a wise and moderate ad-
ministrator, who knew how to govern au ardent population,—I
speak of M. le Comte de Villeneuve, who died prefect of

ouches-du-Rhane, after an administration of fifteen years.

(Signed) J. M. Youanwin.





