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,/r,)( ,·i11tiu11 of tn·o s11pposed wulescribed species of 
!-h·,'tes. By \V. D. "\YEBSTER, Esq. Surgeon of H. lH.
S!iip Chanticlet'r, Corresponding Member of the South
African Institution. 

[Read at the South African Institution.] 

.:\ly <l::::n sir,-Should you think the accompanying short de-
' cri pt ions of t,rn fi:..hes, which I am inclined to consider as 
1111dl·scrihed species, will be of interest to the Members of 
t'.1e '.3.:icTH ,\.rn1c.t;;- I::s-STITl"TION, you arc at liberty to make 
,\·l:at use of them you plea�e. The sucker fish was found ad­
'.:,,ring to a line which had been let down into the sea, in the 
,,..,eration of ascertainincr the rate and direction of a current 
i.'1 the ,·ariahles. in latitude 3° .North; anci. the sun fish ,Ya� 
l:il!ed in Table Bay.--Yours, truly, 

To Dr. SJI1T11, --- \V. D. \VEBSTER. 
ECHENEU, TRIAINURUS. 

E. !:" .i..!i:.;,. striis capitis septu11,. r,tuda tnfurcata.
Colo 1.ll" a fine slate 1lue, disk on head with seYen lamimc ; 

>;,·, er j:1 ·.v co:1.:;iderably longer than the upper; pectoral fir:;; 
c 1c:all, and a quarter of an inch in le11gth ; ventrals half 
,'.:1 inch; anal fin extend.::; from the vent to the tail, and the 
c:0::,:11 is of equal length, and directly ot·cr it. The tail i:­
"::;/ularly trifurcated, the central portion is three-tenths of 
;cn iach in leugth, and extern'.s consiclerably lJeyoncl either 
the upper or lower segments. 
CEPIIALUS B.tRROWII. 

C. ubsc1tro-cinercus, cut is �cabra, caudct 111i1111ta et tripartita
7,iJ1,w clorsalis et analis co11ica;, rmtrorsum !eviler curvatce. 

Cu:our dull gray, skin rough and scahrous; pectoral fins, 
f ,·:::1 :-;11apul, ;;eyen inches loner and four and a half broad; 
cr,:·.:::11 �mcl anal fim oppo3ite �o each other, and precisely 
::-_imibr a� to shape, size, and structure; they are each two 
iee� one inch long, eight inches wide at the base, and ter­
:,::!,:�tcd ia a point, pr�senting the figure of a cone slightly 
t·�::";ed fo:·\':ards. The tail is \·ery small, nearly continuous 
with the outline of the body, and composed of three equal 
c:.1:·dlineu.r or scollov:d portions, each nearly t\\·o inches 
:onz. Length seven feet five inches, breadth three feet nine 
i11d1c,, and weight pres11med from the number of men rc­
<[uircd to drag it, eigl1t hundred ,veight. The subcutaneous 
>�:·;;.tum was from two to three inches in thickne:;s, of a deli­
cate white colour, and of a firm solid, somewhat elastic strul·­
t ,i :·l·, n :il:'ml,liug soft c�rtilage or gristle. Snch seems ad­
mir.:!Jlv :irla1,tcrl fur tl:•: resi;.;ti1w of \\·ounJs or i111·uries from 
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1 ·.L· lll'1rc ::l'ti·;c :ind pretlc1eeous fishes. In itself it must be. 
< , , , q c1rat inly ;;pea::i 11!, a harn1less species, of little power ut" 
i1,,,_i,,u. ;u1d, from thL· �mallnes� of ib mouth, of nut a Vt'l"\• 



 

:·ayenous nature. The stomach is a large rnembrnnons 1mg, 
:md contained nothing except some slimy shreds. The intt s­
rines were fourteen feet in kngth, of equal caliLre through­
out, and with very strong thick coats. The eyes arc yery 
large, each three inches and two tenths in dia�1ctcr, and 
considerably exceeding that of the same organs m a young· 
whale of twentv-three feet in length. The sockets of tl1e> eye�, 
or orbits, wer; padded with a cellular substance, containing 
;i, Yast quantity uf aqueous fluid, and each lens wai;; an iuch in 
diameter. 
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