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fa the endeavour to direct the attention of indi dduals to the 
study of [n<ligenous Botany in this country, a difficulty occurs 
in the selection of species from the number of plants with 
which we are surrounded; it 1.,eing necessary to confiue those 
lists wit.hin certain limits, hut at th(• i;ame time attempt 
to render them as useful as possible, by giving a gener,1l 
idea of the flor:il changes in each month, and e.:d1ibiting 
the affinities whieh the vegetable productions here hear, tt) 

those of other parts of the world. 
The Amaryllidec:e of the colony, connecting that triLe of 

the bulbous productions of South America, Asia, and Europe, 
with those of Africa, are striking features in the botany of 
the Cape during the months specified in the present list ; ancl 
in their native wilds exhibit those peculiarities in the periods 
of their flowering ,vhich ha,:e been ullnrled to before, ::;,nd being 
generally remarkable for their size and beauty, han:! le<l more 
particularly to the notice of those circumstances. 

Of this tribe, however, the most beautiful a11d1 interesting 
kinds are not found in the Cape District, nor have m:my from 
the more distant parts of the colouy, as yet, been introduced 
to the flower gardens of the Cape; and enn those cultivated, 
flower but sparingly, owing to the treatment they receive. 

The prevailing droughts dming the months of December, 
.January, February, and March, materially affect the ,·egeta­
lile productions, especially tl10se on the lower grounds ; it is 
in snch seasons that the productions of the mountain::; shine 
forth in their most splendid array, and we freq11cntly meet 
with �cycral plants in flower at great heiglits, which ar� 
equally flourishing in other months on the lower grounds. 
The trees and slim hs of the l.'ape are generally perfrcting­
their seeds during tlie summer months, :--tiil, howcn'r, therl' 
ar0 l,CYcral iu blossom duri11g- . that pniod, as 1lwir 1•··c:i-, t 
�cason. 
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Among the Ericere, 1,ome species produce a succession rJ; 
nr-wcrs for several months, rendering them great and de­
sirable ornaments for the flower garden. 

Of the Proteacea?, several species succeed each other ill 
flower so rapidly that one or other of the tribe may be found 
in perfection at all seasons. 

Specimens of the Iridea? are, more or less, to be met with 
in every month of the year, though the general season is tl1e 
months of August, September, and October. Many fine 
species of this family, flowering at an earlier season, ar':" 
overlooked. 

The local names arc so few, and so frequently given to 
distinct species of plants, that it is difficult to fix any with 
correctness, and this might lead to serious mistakes, in sub­
stituting plants possessing dangerous properties for those of 
other descriptions. I again, therefore, beg to call the atten­
tion of individuals to this interesting JJOint. The local names 
:wd domestic uses of the pbuts might be marked on the 
li:ank spaces of the lists. The aboriginal names are prefera­
h ie, as being more extended over the country, and amo11�­
tht native tribes sometimes varying but littl.::, and that in 
1,ronunciation alone. 

INDIGENOUS PLANTS, 
Generally flowering in the l\Ionths of DECE:llBER, JANl'.\RY. 

FEBRUARY, and MARCH, in the Cape District. 
PoL1'GALE./E. D. C. Diadelphia Octandria. 

MuRALTIA, Muraltia. 
� diffusa. St. • diffuse. 

phylicoides. St. Phylica-like. 
stipulacea. St. stipuled. 

CARYOPHYLLE./E. D. C. Decandria Digynia.
DrxNTHtJS, Pink. Anjelier. 

¥ prostratus. St. prostrate. 
caespitosus, St. crespitose. 

RnAJINEACE,1.:, B. Pentandria Monogyni,t.
PuYLic.\. . Phvlica. 

� ericoides. R. S. Heath-leaved, 
stipularis. R. S. horned. 
plumosa. St. feathered, 
buxifolia. R. S. Box-leaved. 

CELASTRIN .IE, 
CELASTRUS. 

12 pyracanthus, St. S. 
multiflora. St. S. 

B. Pentandria Monogyuia.
Staff-Tree. Pen-doom, 

red-fruited, 
many-leaved. 

�, n11:,-Crlrt.1/rus. The ,.,Jirul,s of this gcnu�, I icing mostly arnu:d ·.,1th 
1 ri•11� spinr0, and of cJo,r ;;rowth, arc particularly ac.laptnl for fui rn111c 

lwdi;c�. 
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CASSINE. 
,� colpoon. R.

Maurocenia. R.
LEGUMINOSE., 

f'YCLOPIA, 
½ Genistoides. M. R.

,\Sl'ALATHUS. 

f;, spinosa. R; 
hystrix. R. 
arenosa. t.

pinguis. St. 
su bulata. St. 

Cassine. 
Colpoon-Tree. Leptl-Lo,1'. 
Hottentot-Cherry. 

J. Decandria Monogynia.
Cyclopia.

Genis ta-leaved. 
Asp�lathu<,. Diadelphia Dccanri.ri:.

spmy. 
silky-spined. 
cobweb. 
succulent-leaved. 
awl-leaved. • 

:-:i.\RCOFHYLLU;,!. 

½ carnosum. St. 
S,_:·cophyll1m1. Diadelphia Deca1J1lri:1. 

fleshy-leaved. 
CYLISTA. 

Fz villosa. Ivl. T. 
LESSER TIA. 

¥ pulchra. St.
prostrata. St.

Cylista. 
Cape. 

Lessertia. 
pretty. 
prostrate. 

RosAcE.n::. D. C. Dicecia Polygamia.
Cu1n,•0RTIA, 

f;, strobilifera M. St.
graminea. M. 
ruscifolia. t. 
ti identata. St. 

0�AGRARL'E. 

gPILOBIUll. 

]f. villosum. A. 

CucuRBITACE.'E, 

BRYONIA, 

]f. scabra. S. 
africana. S. 

Cucu:ms. 
0 Colycinthus. S. 

africanus. S. 

Cliffortia. 
cone-bearing. 
grassy-leaved. 
1-luscus-leaved. 
three-toothed. 

J. Octandria Monogynia.
·willow-Herb.

villous.
J. Monoecia :Monoddphia.
Bryony.

globe-fruited. 
African. 

Cucumber. 
-bitter.
African.

Bitter-Appel. 

Xorn.-Cyclopirt. A�tring-cnt; adecoction of thi, ,·hrub i� much used by tl11 
( 'ol<Jni�t� a� a restorative. As ornamental shrul,�, the genus rank high i1,
llu·_l..cg-11111inous tribe, they arc very hardy and of quick growth, and when· 
,alkrc,l to rcm�.in. attain the heig-ht of 10 feet. In the years IS2.'> ar.d 1820, 
"11 1' sprr:il's r,:,�i,te,l th,:, severity of British winters, though fully exposer!, 
(without covering) to the action of frost. 

Epilobium. Useful in cleansing foul ulcers 
flr_11011ia. Emetic. lnfu,ion in wine or hr�11ily purc:-ative. 
1:•tm:11m,'r1. S<Jmctim!'� u,r<l in Brr·di by the Coloni,ts, :i.nLl mid1t l..-

11troduccd to culture in the kitcl1en garden with prolit 



;;0 S!.:eu/w;; of iltc Botany of Souilt Afr ice. 
' 

FrnoIDE.IE, J. Icosandria Pentagynia.
TETRAGONIA, 

"2 fruticosa. S. 
decumbens. S. 

U11rnELLIFER1E. 
1-I YDROCOTYLE, 

¥ villosa. iyf. R.
virgata. St. 

(ENANTHE, 
)J. tenuifolia M.

interrupta, M.
inebrians. M.

C0Nrn11r. 
c:S' rigens. M. S. 

ARALIACE.IE, 
CussoNIA. 

½ tl1yrsiflora. M. R.

Tetragonia. 
shrubby. 
decumbent. 

·J. Pentandria Digynia.
Marsh-Pennywort.

villous. 
twiggy. 

'\Vater-dropwort. 
slender-leaved. 
interrupted. 
various-leaved. Gli 

Hemlock. 
fine leaved. 

J. Pentandria Digynia,
Cussonia,

thyrse-flo" ered. Sp elm• bo:; 1 ·l1 

LoRANTHEJE. J. Dioecia Tetrandria.
V1scmr. 

'2 capense. 
pauciflora. 
rotundifolium. 

DIPSACE.IE, J.

Succ1sA. 
'2 rigida. R. 

trifida. St, 
scabra. St. 

)J. decurrens. M. T.

Missel toe. 
Cape. 
few-flowe.red. 
round-leaved. 

Tetrandria Monogynia. 
Succisa. 

rough-leaved. 
narrow-leaved. 
rough-stalked. 
decurrent. 

Co111P0S1TJE, A. Syngenesia. L.

STOBAEA. 
'2 pinnata. St. 

heterophylla. 
)J. rigida, St. 

atractyloides. 

St. 

St. 

Stobrea. 
pinnate. 
various-leaved. 
stiff, 
Atractylis-like .. 

f\oTr:.-m,umthe. Gli. The intoxicating qualities of this plant appear to 
hav.e J,ren known to the aboriginal inhabitants of South Africa at :111 early 
1w�w1l; which is a �triking- example of their propensity for fermrnteil liquors 
bdon· !hry hail any intercourse with Europran�. The whole of the genus 
arc arml ancl poisonous, but pos�r.s5 useful me,licinal properties. 

C11sw11ia, Tlir thick and somewhat fleshv roots of this sprcips, arc 
'at, 11 hv the Ilotlrntuts. In some parts of tli.P Colony it is known hv the 
name o( Noy's Bloom. 

11:·1·1u11. Para ,1tical ri:in!'-: g-cncrally found 11pon ihc Cda�fnrsancl ll/111s. 
A�lrm;ent. 
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BnACHYL.iF.NA. 
Ji neriifolia. M. T. 

GNAPHALIUl\t. 
12 modestum. R. 

METALASIA. 
f? muricata. M. S. 

divergens. M. 
fastigiata. M. 

SPIRALEPIS, 
f? squarrosa. St. 
1/. glomerata. St. 

ASTER, 
0 tenellus. St. 

CHRYSOCOllfA, 
� comaurea. R.

GERBER IA. 
)J. crenata. R. 

asplennifolia. St. 
ARNICA, 

1/. piloselloides. St. 
crocea. St. 

LEYSERA. 
ri gnaphaloides. S. 

squarrosa. S.
0THONNA, 

� Athanasia. St. 
abrotonifolia. St. 
coronopifolia. St. 
crassifolia. R. 

OsTEOSPERMUllf. 
Ji spinescens. M. 

imbricatum. M. 
LOBELIACE./E. 

LORELIA, 
1/. pinifolia. R. 

gracilis. M. 
secunda. St. 
repens. St. 
minuta. M. 

CAMPANULACE1£, 

i'RJS!IIATOCARPUS. 
"2 fruticosus. St. 
0 nitidus. M R. 

Brachyl:Em. 
Oleander-leaved. 

, Everlasting. 
squamose. 

Metalasia. 
muricate. 
spreading. 
close-flowered, 

Spiralepis, 
squa,rrose. 
cluster-flowered. 

Star-wort. Sterrebloem. 
slender. 

Goldy-locks. 
great-shrubby. 

Gerberia. 
crenated, 
Asplenium-leaved. 

Arni ca. Valkruid. 
cordate. 
golden. 

Leysera. 
woolly. 
squarrose. 

Ragwort. 

Tachie-boschjes. 

Athanasia-like. 
wormwood-leaved. 
Buck's-horn-leaved. 
thick-leaved. 

Osteospermum. 
smooth-leaved. 
iinbricate. 

J. Pentandria Monogynia
Lobelia.

Pine-leaved. 
slender. 
side-�owering. 
creepmg. 
small. 

J. Pentandria Monogy,1i,,
Venus-Looking-glass.

shrubby. 
shining 



'l'RACHELIUM, 

� diffusum. R. 
Trachelium. 

shrubby. 

ERICE�. D. Tetrandria Monogynia.
BLA.ERIA. 

Ti pauciflora. M. 
scabra. M. 
dumosa. S. 
glabella. M. S. 

Blaeria. 
few-flowered. 
rough. 
bushy. 
smooth. 

i�:'.ICA. 

� articularis. S. 
bruniades. S. 
corifolia. S. 
decora. S. L. 
empetrifolia. l\i'. R. 
flexuosa R. 
gracilis. S. 
glutinosa. R. 
imbricata. 

Heath. Heide. Octandr:1 IJonoGyni.:. 
jqinted. 
Brunia-like. 

nudiflor�. l\r. 
persoluta. -M. 
parviflora. R .. 
Peteverii. St. 
pubescens. M. 
metul�flora. S. 
racemosa. S. 
ramentacea. S. 
spumosa. R. 
Thymifolia. l\I. R. 
viscaria. M. R. 

Coris-leaved. 
graceful. 
crowberryaleaved. 
zigzag. 
gracile. 
glutinous. 
imbricated. 
knot-flowered.· 
garland. 
small-flowered-downy. 
Petiver's. 
pale-downy. 
nine;.pin. 
racemP,d. 
slender-branched. 
spumose. 
Thyme-leaved. 
clammy-flowered. 

GE:NTIANEE. B. Pentandria Monogyuia.
SEBAEA, 

0 albens. M. St. 
cordata. M. S. 

SESAHE..£, .B. 

�faR TYNIA, 

0 longiflora. M. S. 

ScRoPHULARINiE, 
MANULEA, 

Ji tomentosa. S. 
0 argentea. S. 

foetida. S. 

LABIA.T 

SALVIA, 

� dentata. M. 

Sebae·a. 
white-flowered. 
heart-leaved. 

Didynamia Angiospermia. 
Martynia. 

long-flowered. 

B. Didynamia Angio�pumi2.,
Manulea.

tomentose. 
silvery. 
stinking. 

B. Diandria Monogynia.
Sage. Salie. 

tooth-leaved. 
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colorata. i\f. R. 
scabra. St. 

• coloured-calyxed.
rough-leaved.

:;;TACHYS. Hedge-N.ettle. Didyn:nnia GynmospPrn11:t. 
1/. rethiopica. M. • Ethiopian. 

VERBENACE.'!,;. B.
SELAGO. 

� canescens. St. 
diffusa, St. 
bracteata. St. 
rapunculoides. St.

spuria. St. 

Didynamia Gyn:nospermia. 
Selago. 

canes cent. 
spreading� 
im bricate-bracteated. 
Rampibn-like. 
linear-leaved 

0ROBANCHE1E, 

0ROBANCHE. 

Ventenat. Didynami;: .:\u�-i<'"Jier111i·1 

J/. flammea. St .. 
capensis. St. 
squamosa. St. 
interrupta. St. 

LENTIBULARL'E, 

UTRICULARJA. 

J/. capensis. A. 
PLUJ\IBAGINEJE, 

'j' AXANTHEl\IA. 
1/. purpurata. M. 

scabra. M. St, 
cinerea. M. 
linifolia. M. St, 

Orobanche. 
.f PfY, 

c�;e. 
squamose 
branching. 

B. Diandria Monogyt1in
Hooded-Milfoil.

Cape. 
B. Pentandria �entagynia.
Sea-La vend er.

purple. Papier Bloem 
rough-stalked. 

' cinereous. 
flax-leaved. 

CHENOPODEiE. B. Pentandria Monog)'nia.
CHENOLEA, 

� diff usa. R. 
Chenolea. 

silky. 
ATRIPLEX. Orache. Polygamia Morn,t·(·t.1

T2 albicans. S. white. Brak-boschjes 
SANTALACE.IE. B. Pentandria Monogyn.ia.

'fnESIU:M. Thesium, 
T2 triflorum. St. three-flowered. 

strictum. St. upright. 
hispidulum. St. hispid. 
lineatum. St. linear-leaved. 

EuPHORBIACE/E 

CLUYTIA, 

Tz pulchella. M. T. 
ericoide�. St 
daphnoi<les. St, 
Alat mo dt.; St. 

J. Dioecia Gynarnlriu.
Cluytia. 

broad-leaved. 
Heath-leaved. 
Daphne-like. 
Al ternu ·-like . 

.I:: 

4 
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URTICEJE. 

FJCU�. 
12 cordata. S. R. 

J. Polygamia Dioecia.
Fig.

heart-leaved. 
MYRICEJE. K. Dioecia Tetrandria .

.:,.Ty;1.1 c.L Canclleherry-;.1,f yrtle. ,v n�ch-he:-:ir·. 
� rethiopica. R. African. 

serrata. S. St. saw-leaved. 
laciniata. St. smooth Oak-leaved. 
quercifolia. S. St hairy Oak-leaved. 

Oac1m>E.B, J. Gynandria. 
DrnA, 

]j. grandiflora. M. 
rufescens. M. S. 
purrecta. M. S. 

PTEROGODIU:\1. 

]j. inversum. M. 
atratum. 1\I. 

CnrnrnwJr. 
]j. talmlare. R.

Disa. Travers. 
large flowered. 
rufescent. 
lengthened. 

Pterogodium. 
inverted. 
dark-flowered. 

Cymbidium. 
mountain. 

B. 'l'riandria Monogynia.
ANTHOLYZA. 

]j. prrealta. St. 
montana. R.

,VATSONIA, 

J./. marginata. L. 
triticea. S.

GLADIOLUS, 

]j. blandus. St. 
hastatus. .M. 
montanus. R.
Orchidiflorus. S. 

A111AR YLLIDE,r.:. 

A:i1ARYLLIS. 

]j. blanda. M. 
pallida. l\I. 

NERINE. 

]j. venusta. R. 
. undulata. M.

STRU:l[ARJA. 

1/. spiralis. S 
untlulata. S 
stellaris. S. 
gcmmata. S. 

B1tUNS\'IGIA. 

)J muitiilura. ;::,. 

Antholyza.
tall. 
mountain. 

,v atsonia. Zuure-knol. 
broad-leaved. 
wheat-eared. 

Corn-flag. 
fairest. 
spade. 
mountain. 
Orchis-flowered. 

B. Hexandria Monogynia
Amaryllis.

charming. 
pale. 

Nerine. 
poppy-coloured . 
wave-flowered. 

Strum aria. 
spiral-stalked. 
wa.vcrl. 
Starry. 
gynandrous. 

Brunsvigia. 
mau y-llowcrcd. 
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marginata. S. 
ciliaris. S. St. 
falcata. S. t. 

H.E�IANTHUS,

1/. coccineus. St. S.

tigrinu.. M. 
qradrivalvis. S.

GETHYLLJS. 

1/. spiralis. 
ciliaris 
villosa. 

s. 

s. 

S. St.

HE:1IEROCALLIDE£, 

CYRTANTHUS. 
1/. ventricosus. M. S.

AGAPANTJIUS, 

1/. umbellatus. R.
minor. R. 

'fRITONIA. 

1/. uvaria. A. 
ALOE, 

� mitrreformis. L. St.

red-margined. 
fringed-lea vetl. 
sickle-leaved. 

Blood Flower. 
salmon-coloured. 
Tiger-spotted. 
four-valved. 

Gethyllis. 
spiral-leaved. 
ciliated. 
villons. 

Koning- van 
[I(andy. 

Knkumalmmki. 

B. Hexanclria }fono�ynia.
Cvrtanthus. 

·bellied.
African Lily. Haak-lelie. 

large flowered. 
small. 

Tritonia. 
great. 

Aloe. 
mitre. 

AsPHODELE.tE. B. Hexandria Monogynia.
ANTHERicm.r. 

1/. canaliculatum. St. 
revolutum. St, 
squameum. S.
filifonne. S. 

IluLIHNE, 

0 annua. St. 
o asphodeloides. S.
1/. triquetra. S.

ALBUCA. 

1/. aurea. St. 
viscosa. M. St. 
spiralis. St; 
filiforme. St. 
vittata. St. 
fugax St. 

OnNATHOGALu.:11. 

1/. revolutum. St. 
,•1rens. St.

suaveolens. S. 
juncifolium. S. 
:;cilloides. 

Anthericum. 
channel-leaved. 
curled-flowered. 
scaly. 
thread-leaved. 

Bnlbine. 
annual. 
upright. 
triquetrous. 

Albuca. 
golden-flowered. 
clammy-leaved. 
spiral-leaved. 
filiforme-leaved. 
ribbon. 
fugacious. 

Star of Bethclt>m. 
revol u te-flowered. 
greenish. 
sweet-scentecl. 
Rush-Jeri., eel. 
squill-hkc 
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Sc ILLA, Squill. 
1/. corymho'.:'a. St Cape. 

DrrmrA. Drimia. 
1/. elata. S. tall. 

altissima. talle ;t. 
ERIOSPEruw,r. Eriospe 111m. 

1/. latifolium. S. broad-lea\·• rl 
lancerefoli11m. St lance..-Jea nrl 

l\.I 'RSIPHYLLmr. :i\Iyr;;iphyllum. 
1/. asparagoides. 8. hroad-lcaYcd, , 

angustifoli�m. S. St. narrow-lcan•il 
Asr.\RAGus. Asparagu�. 

r; decuml.i�ns. S. dccumbc11t. 
capensis. St. Cape. 
sc ndens. St. climbing.· 
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