36 On the Culture of Hemyp.

Extracts on the Culture and Preparation of Hewg.
Froin the Complele Farmer's Diclionviy.

Triosoil which is best adepted to the cultivation of Heny.
iothat of the deep black putrid vegetable kind, which has «
love situaticn, and iuclined to moisture, as well as the decp
mellow lowny or saudy sorts: but the quantitr, of produce is
in general much greater on the former than the latter, thoug",
it iwsaid to be of an inferior quality. The land should 1}«
reduced. to a2 fine mellow. soil, and pesfeetly cleaved. fro:.
wiads by repeated ploughing and harrowing. In the plougi -

¢, before sowing, well rotted manure, in the }1oportlon i
wlout twenty one-horse cort loads should be turned into t’
Tanedd }‘ILITP 1s an excellent cleaner of the ground, andissa L
toghusedtha Jroperty of 1)1c=c*\'1n0 from 1nqccts any crop t'.
iwwithin a belt of it.  The surface of the ground should be .«
ftat as possible. that the moisture may be riore elffectua'y,
precerved, and the cuppori of theplants more fuluy ceeuues iy
conscquence of it.

fu the growth of Henp Crer .3 0f nieis cousegaeneas b
have veod Tresh seed, \\h,( R 'rc rewn by-its.h:nmg e
derabie. weigpt vnd al nh weraee of brightness in the
Calslnue Tk AN ity of aL.r] <own cheuld Le from tvo,
P el hade Lushels po iszes, IR gencml the sewin.re

] Corruied y Dioculeagts buadoz . a n b digtwilnugeds cwe B
At | -.L.m L and Yot o coveved! st h&::«rvin«"
1. qepeatod G ewin e she g lbewd e grow sneither to o
¢ irynor tno moist for t' e pREpy,
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that is properly performed by the skin coulter piouglh, and it
is frequently cultivated on the same piece of ground tor mauy
years, without any other kind intervening. \¥heu the crop is
put in, the greatest care should alwaye be taken to Leep tirds
from devouring the seeds, which tl‘ev ve very iond of.  In
the cultivation of this crop, it is necessary that the field cou-
tain hoth male and female plants; it is Uu latter sort thai
affords the seed.

As soon as the crop is ripe, which is ¢hown by 1ts having a
whitish yellew colonr, and the leaves leomm.lcr to full fron:
the stems, it should be pulled. The male kind ripens “our ur
five weeks before the female. The female is ripe whon Ui
flowers fade, and the stalk turns yellow, and the male when
the stems become pale. Both are less injured by being puiied
too soon than too late. When the one'is pulled, carenu:{ ve
taken that as little injury as possible may be deue to the
other. The operation of pulling is performed by taking
small parcels at a time out of the ground with the Land.
shaking off the mould well from them “before the hadiuls ar
laid down; it is usually done 13 or 14 weeks after sowing.
After being pulled it is tied up in small parcels. But whers
crops are intended for sceding they are of ceurse to stand til!
the seed becomes in a perfect state of maturity, which is easiiv
known by its appearance. The stems or stalks are then
puiled and bound up into bundles, being set up in the sam
manner as grain, until the seed becomes so dry and firm as to
shed freely; it is then cither directly thrashed ont upon larg»
cloths spread for the purpose in the field, or preserved, to have
it done at some future period when more convenient. fu tie
execution of this sort of business, great carve <hould le t:xkou
in pulling not to shake the stalks rashly, otherwize mucl ot
the seed may be lost. It isadvised that after 1)”11 ng the seed.
liemp may be set up in shocks of five sheaves to dry the secd:
but in order to prevent any delay in wateriag, the seed pods
may be cut off with a chopping knifc and dried on canva
exposed to the air under some shed or cover.  The lust methed
of drying the seed will prove of great advantage te the hemp.
as the seed and pods when green ave of such a gunnny nature
that the stems might sufter much by suu burning or ruin which
eill discolour and injure the hemp bhefore the sewd can be
miﬁcien*lv dried upon the stalks; l)waidc\, the thrashing ou’
the sced would damage the hvmp 1w considerable degree.

fnthe preparation of hemp for the uses of the manufacture:
tere are two modes adopted, termed bleacking and watering, .
i the lutter mode, which is more general and expeditious, the
Semp is all talien up and bound in small bandles with bands
«t each end to such w bigness as can be girasped with hot.
Wb, ool cteroned by g pond of standing water (if a el
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pit the Letter) where it is laid bundle upon bundle, direct and
across thus; which is termed a bed of hemp; and after it is

| 1| | | | |piled to such a thickness as to answer the
, 11 || | l l depth of the water, which is usually five or

six feet, it is loaded with blocks and logs of
_|._l_.| l l I ' wood until all of it is totallv immersed ; aftex
T IRES remaining in this state four or five days as the

weather s]mIl direct, it is taken out and carried to a mown
grass field, or any other grass land that is clean and free from
\tOC]\, t]lO hundles 7)c1n<r untied, it is spread out thin, stalk
by stalk; in this state it must be turned every other day,
especially in moist weather, lest the worms should injure it.
Thus it remains for six weeks, or more, then it is gathered
together, tied in large bundles, and kept dry in a house or stack
till wanted for use. [t is known to have enough of the water
by the rind separating easily from the stalk. It is better the
time should be too long than too short; the slenderest
vequires the longest time. When the quantity is small, the
bark may be separated from the reed bv pulling out the reed
from every stalk by the hand; when large, by drying and
breaking it like flax. After it is reeded, it must he separated
from the mucilaginous matter by pouring water upon it, and
squeezing it several times; taking care not to lei the threads
entangle in each other, as this produces waste.

The business of preparing hemp for the heckle, is by
having recourse, first to a coarse, then to a fine break.
When the hemp happens not to be properly watered, it is
often necessary to peel off the rind from the boon with the
hand. The hemp-mill used in America is also a good in-
strument. It consists of a large heavy stone shaped like a
sugar-loaf, with the small end cut off; a body of that form
will go round in a circle if it be moved on a plane; the hemp
being laid on the floor in its way, is bruised by the weight of
the stone passing over it.

After the hemp has been broken, it undergoes a second
operation, which is termed swingling or scutching. The
intention of which is to separate the reed from the hemp,
and this is done by one or other of the following ways :—In
the first, the workman takes a handful of hemp in his left
hand, and holding it over the edge of a board, strikes it
with the sharpened edge of a long, flat, and straight piece of
wood, commonly called a swingle-hand or scutcher. But
as this method is very tedious, water-mills have been erected,
in which several scutches fixed in the same axle-tree, are
moved with great velocity. Here the work is performed with
great expedition, and with much less fatigue to the work-
men; but a greater waste is made of the hcmp, owing to the

veloeity with which the engine is turned.  Before the homp
thus prepared is heckled, it undergoes a third operation
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called beetling, the design of which is to loosen and therchy
more thoroughly separate its fibres. The beetles used for
this purpose are moved either by hand or by water.

It may be observed that hemp crops afford an excellent
preparation for the culture of wheat, &c.

Note.—The produce of hemp, in fibre, varies from 3 to 5 ewt. per acre;
in seed, from 11 to 12 bushels. The price of St. Petersburgh hemp in the
London market, hy the latest Prices Current, is from £41to £45 per ton,
or ahout 5 pence per pound.






