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E.drrrc/s ru1 I/tr (:u//Nrr (II{(/ Pl'Fparalio,1 nf llt11111-
Froill f!1P Comp/cfp Farmer's DicfioJ111ry. 

T1::: suil wl1ic·h is t>e:-t a(hptul to the cultiYation of Hen11'• 
i.· that of the cL•cp black pntrid Ye_::;ctal,Jc };incl, ,diich ha-; a
101" ,.i�11atio:1, arnl iuclined to moisture, a, ,·.-ell a;, t11e <lecp
rnr:10\\" loamy or salHly sort.;: bnt the qtwntit:· of !Jroduce i;,
i;1 .�u1c-ral much g-n·atcr on the former than the latter, thoug- 1 1 

it i; �aid to he of an inferior quality. The land :::houlcl l ,.
rcr1t1e:c:cl to a fi:w mdlow soil, and perfectly cleared fro,"
,·.-: ( tis. liy r,peatrd 11l0c1�hing :!JHl harro,Ying·. In the plou7i·­
i::::..r, lit,fore ;;owing-, well rotted manure, in the rroportion c•f
:cl 011t t,n-:ity one-horse c::.rt lo::.ds should be turned into f ·
Lnr1. Hcn�iJ i,; an excellen: cleaner of the grounrl, and is s�·-1
tu Jtayc t!1::· 1,roperty of prc::cn·ing from insects ;111y crop t1 ..
i • 1·,itliin a hlt of it. Thr· surfaC"e of the ground should hr ..
li:.t as l'ns�ibk. that the moisture may ·be 1�10re effec�u� 1 ·v
1•1c. cnerl, ai:d thL :•,ti•l'ur, of the: plarit� n:o:·e f::'..y �cc,::< 
consequence of it. 

fll the �-Jo\\·th of Her:�p (':·c.:"·· ., .:: of nn,�i. ,·oi: ''f:.1cnc.: ,, 
It;; \T i:cr,rl fr, :-'.1 seed, ''"h;r:; r·-:,:; :--�· i:r:ov:n 11:,· it� h:n·ing c, 1-

: idL·rt1.�,lc "·Li.�·,1� c.1nd a hig·h <tL;; .. c0 c:f lJrig-htness in t' 1 
� 

t ,···1:1r. Ti-:-: r,•1r,llt:t1• of :,l',rl :-:0·,•::1 i;�_o-.:cl Le: front tv.c, 
t1.-,, ;1•,rl a l.::1i· L:1sh;·ls per ::r-:·c. In general the sr;,·::r:_' : 
1 ( ."111:·t:�1-ri jj {;j°()(t1it�r ,i../ ,. h�-!•.:1• .. ..  d , .. rl"s�: .. �L·r·,,H: c·, r_:· :., 1' 
,., •• ··,.,,,1··' ·[-,, l .. /11:r,·'• ' l,(' 'C""l 101'"" •• , -u1·l1····�,,•\'l0ll'r' 

• ,t , 1 u .• �1., 1,.l .1...,Jlt,. ·, ) , l ' t .  ,( .. _ U• .. • •� 

i • • J", i.;d ,,:·. ,,,,.-i,1:: sh•, 1'. 1 :'w \':1. ;. �;h' [(ru:. ·:::: 1:titl1L·r tu, 
<1 uor too moi'it for t1 c purpose. 

•. 
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On the Cultm·e of 1-Iemp. 

that is properly performed by the skin coulter plougli, �.i1t1 ;� 

is frequently culti,·ated on the same piece of grom1J for rn:11iy 
years, ,vithout any other l;:ind iutcrveuiug. "\Vhu1 �iie C:!'Ol) i,0• 

p11t in, the greatest care should alway� be taken to i r.'Cp i ir:ls 
from devouring the seeds, which they are yr•::,- 'i·•ir,d 01. l n 
the cultivation of this crop, it is necessar:,r that the fidtl ;.;mi­
tain hoth male and female phrnts; it is tlic> latter wrt tlui 
affords the seed. 

As soon as the crop is ripe, w11ich i�. i·hown l>y it;: h:n-i11�; :l 

whiti�,h yellow colon:-, aud the leans l:egim1ing tu fall fr.Jn1 

1 lie stems, it sl1ould he pulled. The male kind ri!Jl'llS: ,·ull!' ur 
fi,·e ,.-eeks before the female. The female is ripe ,·;ht n : <
flowers fade, and the stalk turns yellow, and the rn:-t!e ,,lie:: 
the stems !Jecome pale. Both are less injured l>y Lt·in<:; p1 ,:,:::ri 
too soon than too late. '\\Then th<' 011p· is pulled, c<!l·c rn1;, l oe 
-taken that as little injury as possible may lw Llone to \ :tt>
other. The operation of pulli11g; is 1Jerformed li\' taki n,..;
$mall parcels at a time ont of the g;ronnd will1 tlil' lia:1d.
shaking- off the mould "·ell from them before the !1,:)J(lluls ar
laicl <l�wu; it is usually clone 13 or 14 \Yceks :-tftPr :·0\\ing.
After being pulled it is· tied up in small p:-trecl:,. Uut \1 !ti.!;.,
crops fll'e intended for seeding they are of eourse to ,;tand tiE
the seed becomes in a perfect state of maturity, ,,·hil'h is ea�il::
known by its appearance. The stems or stalks arc theu
pulled and bonud up into lmmlles, being se� up ill the �a1�L·
manner as grain, until the seed becomes so dry and fam as to
shed freely; it is then cithei' clirectly thrashed out 111;011 lars•'
cloths spread for the purpose iu the field, or p,·eserYed, to hrtYe
it cloue at some future periocl when more co11ye!1ieJ1t. 1:i Ii:,.:
execntion oi this sort of business, great care ,]1 1J11l,l l·e takell
in pulling not to shake tlic stalks rashly, othen\ i.,c 111uc'.1 ut"
the seed may be lost. It is adYiscd that after i'':li:11g- the seeJ.
h,0mp may be set up in s110cks of fiye s}1cn,\·e·; tu l1ry the se<.:.J:
lrnt in order to prevent any delay in v::ltL'ti:11_::;, tl1e �ce<l pod"
m:1y be c;ut off with a. chopping knife and dr�-:d on cam a
exposed �o the a.ir untler some shed or coYcr. T!1c lust metht:.l
t,f <lryir..3; the seed will 1,ro\'e of great u<l vantage to tl1c hem l'.
:i;; the seed and pods when green are of such a gmuwy natun·
tl1at the stems might suffer much 1,y s,:11 ln,n,i11g- or r:.i1 11 which
1·:ill 1liscolour and injure the hemp licforc the SC(;l! can l: .'
··tdliciently drie1l upon the stalks; lw-.idcs, the thrashi11g ou'.
�'.;e :-:cul ·,•:;Jll)d damage the lt, mp i11 a (·un:-;irll'rable degTee.

l11 tli,_ prq,aratioll of hL·mp for the 11�cs uf the manufoctl,r<:• 
�·<re art' two rno1lc:-: :1do1ited, termul li!n1cl1i11.�· and 1calcri11,:,. 
I , the bttn 1�10de, -.-1lti"11 is rnnrc gc1wral and expeditious, th1· 
'1\'llll' i-. all t.:.l:"11 up :rn,I lmnnd in small hnrnlles with harni, 
··: ,•·_td1 L'JH! t,, �ucl1 :, liigrH•ss a•; <·an hf' g-;·.-!sprcl with hot:
·; ,:1! , ·.r;,l c 1 ··,•·:,·.I. tu a J'<Plt!l ni' ·,!;111di11,:· \l'�i!Pr (if ;1 L'I •·.
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vit the better) where it is laid bundle upou lmll(lle, <lirect awl 
across thus ; which is termed a becl of hemp; and after it is 
I I I I I I I piled to such a thickness as to ans,rer the 

I I I I I I I depth of the wakr, which is usually fiye or
- --- --- six feet, it is loa<lcd with blocks and logs of
J_I_I_I_I_I_I wood until all of it is totallv immersed; after
I I I I I I I reinaining in this state four or five days as the 

weather shall direct, it is taken out and carried to a mown 
grass field, or any other grass land that is clean and free from 
stock; the liurnlles heing- untied, it is sprl'acl out thin, stalk 
hy stalk; in this state it must he turned eyery other clay, 
especially in moist weather, lest the worms should injure it. 
Thus it remains for six weeks, or more, then it is gathered 
together, tied in large lmudles, and kept dry in a hom;e or stack 
till want eel for use. It is b10wn to ha ye enoug·h of the water 
by the rind separati11g easily from the stalk. It is Letter the 
time should Le too long than too short; the slenderest 
requires the longest time. \\'hen the quantity is small, the 
bark may be separated from the reed by pulling out the reed 
from eyery stalk by the hand; wheu large, by drying and 
breaki11g it like flax. After it is reeded, it must he separated 
from the mucilaginous matter by pouring water upon it, and 
squeezing it several times; taking care not to let the threacls 
entangle in each other, as this produces waste. 

The business of preparing hemp for the hu·kle, is hy 
haying recourse, first to a coarse, then to a fine break. 
"\\Then the hemp happens not to be properly watered, it i:, 
often necessary to peel off the rind from the boon with the 
hand. The hemp-mill used in America is also a good in­
strument. It consists of a large he,wy stone s11apecl like a 
sugar-loaf, ,vith the small cud cut off; a body of that form 
will go round in a circle if it he moved on a plane; the hemp 
being laid on the floor in its way, is bruised by the weight of 
the stone passing over it. 

After the hemp has been hroken, it undergoes a sccoml 
operation, which is termed :mingling or scutching. The 
intention of ,Yhich is to separate the recd from the hemp, 
and this is done hy one or other of the following ways :-In 
the first, the workman takes a handful of hemp in his left 
hand, aucl holding it oyer the edge of a board, strikes it 
,dth the sharpened crlge of a long, fbt, arnl straig-ht piece of 
wood, commonly called a swingle-haml or scntcher. But 
as thi;; mctlwrl is yery tedious, water-mills haye been erected, 
iu whi('h Sl·,·cral scutchcs fixed in the same axle-tree, are 
mcJnd with great velocity. Herc the "·ork is performed with 
gt(':tt l':q1r·ditio11, am! "·ith nmch less fatigue to the work­
lll(•n; ln1t a j.{reater ,rn�tc is mack of the hemp, owing to the 
·:l'!u 1:ity with whiC'h tl1c c11gine is turned. Before the hl'l11P
tln1� pn pan:d i-, hcckkd, it undergoes a third upcratio11
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called beetling, the design of which is to loosen and therC' hy 
more thoroughly separate its fihres. The beetles used for 
this purpose are moved either hy hand or by water. 

It may be observed that hemp crops afford an excellent 
preparation for the culture of wheat, &c. 

Note.-The produce of hemp, in fibre, varies from 3 to f> cwt. per acre; 
in seed, from 11 to 12 bu�hels. The price of St. Petersburgh hemp in the 
London market, hy the latest Prices Current, is from £41 to £45 per ton, 
or about 5 pence per pound. 

 




