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Diary of a Journey made by Governor Sn10N v AN DER

STELL, to the country of lite Amaquas, in t!te year 1685.

Translated from tlte Dutc!t by \V. L. VON B1:cHEN­
RODEP., Esq. l\lember of the South African Institution. 

SATURDAY, 25th August.-At three o'clock, A. r.r. we took our 
departure from the Castle of Good Hope, with our baggage, 
&c. under the protection of our Lord. Amen. Our party, in 
addition to His Honor the Commander, consisted of fifty-six 
white men, besides two Macassars and three slaves: our equi­
page of a calish drawn by six horses ; of eight asses, saddle 
horses, two field pieces, eight carts, seyen waggons, one 
l>oat, and two hundred and eighty-nine draught and pack oxen,
together with six other waggons, each drawn by eight oxen,
t!1e property of lite burgers, and which were to accompany us 
as far as the Oliphants' ri,·er. Our course lay E. 5° 3' N. aml 
after travelling for one and a fifth of a mile,"' "·e arrived at a 
place called Hooge Kraal, in latitude 34° 9'. By a bearing 
which we took we found the Lion's-head to he "\V. by N. The 
weather was rainy. In the afternoon, about four o'clock, His 
Honor, accompanied by Mr. A. de Man, the second government 
authority, together with Captain J. Cruse and several other 
functionaries, joined us, and were saluted by three vollics 
from the troops who were under arms. 

Sunday, 26th.-On breaking up our encampment, we 
travelled over a flat damp country with the Tiger mountains 
on our right and Table mountain on our left. After ad­
vancing for two miles and eighteen minutes, we encamped at 
a place called Stink River, in a fine valley> which ,,·as pro­
tected all round by high hills, ,rnd was very comfortable aml 
pleasant as a resting place, because there was good grass and 
water, as well as a rare variety of flowers of all colours. 

l\'ofe.-The tra�,h�tion ha" hccn intentionally made as !item) as pus,ilile, 
and tlic only dcviatwn therefrom ha-; b(•en the omission of the minuk 
ddail of the variuu_� cour�es pursued each clay, and the distances in t\t<.:h 
•l1rc·d1un after the fifth of 8epkmLer.

• JJukh m�a�tu·e, 1:ad1 mile of which i,; 1.:c1u;.il tu �ix Eug-li�h nnk,,.
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Tliis ri,·er bear:;; its name from the circum:;tance of the wnter 
l'mitting a strong ste11ch d11ring t:1e dry sea�on. Tl1erP Wt· 
�·uuncl ourselns in latitude 3:� 0 G0', and longitude 38° 2'. 
Our course l::::d 'Leen N. 5°. 14' E. aud the weather very fi11l'. 

1Ion<hy, 27t!1.-In the morning-, about half-past eight 
o'clock, the ftieuds mentioned as haying joined us on the 20th, 
took their leave. During- the day ,Ye vnrsned Yarious course:,. 
0:1 account of the great mountains along which we had to 
traYe!, and which "·e had also sometime:,; to cro:;s. Our first 
cErection was N. N. E. half a mile; then one-third of a milt• 
E. hy N. ; then half a mile E. N. E.; farther half a mile E.
i. _.· N.; then a quarter of mile E N. E. and from thence N.
l.y E. a q112.rter of a mile, "·hcu we arri_-e<l at a flat extend­
ing E. hv K. three fifths of a mile. That flat was terminatrcl
1iy a hill: ,rhich we pJssed half a mile in a X. E. directio:1,
,,·hen we found another flat calle<l Ronde Bosjie. The fore­
m2ntioned hills haye the name of Tiger mountains, (Tyg,:i·­
berge11). The soil consisted chiefly of clay covered pretty
aLnrn1antly with grass, an<l well supplied ,vith water. 'n1ty
are ir!hahitf'd by a nation called Hotte11tots, "·ho live in troop:s
ur hordes ,·:!rich they call kraals, and of which ,ve passed three
tL,t t1ay. The t'''') first belonged to a Captain called Schag­
l_:er, aEi �:,c .,;,ir-.:. , ·;as on� of Captain Kuyper's. Accord­
rng to a rough calculation "·e had travelled three mik� 
and a quarter; our course had lJeen E. N. E. G0 N. our lati­
tude "·as 33. 46. �md longitude 36. I G.; the weather fine. 
Tov.-ar<ls eyen:ng the last-mentio1:ed chief, Kuyper, visitecl 
u:::, and bro,;ght with him a slaughter ox, as a present to His; 
Honor the Commander, ancl in 1·eturn for which he received 
a flask of brandy. 

Tues,lay, 28th.-At break of day we prepared for depar­
ture. The soil of the place consisted of good clay, and ther,:,,: 
wa3 abundance of ,rnter and fire-v,ood. \ Ve commenced to 
adnmce at half-past seYen o'clock, and our·ro·1�e lay N. E. h:,· 
N. through a kloof of the Musselbank hills. On one of tho.Jc
v:as placed a Hottentot kraal, which m:.i passed, and after a
mile and three-quarters, we reached the Musselbank Rive-,
i-o Jenominated Lecause �hells of that genus D.1'0 wmetime;;
found in it, though unfit for use. \Ve journeyed along the
course of this river antl the hills on ,\·hich the kraal wa,:;
situated, for the distance of a quarter of a mile, Leing unab1

.-• 

to cro,-:; on account of the 1,ru:ipitous banks of the opposi�
:cicle. Though we "'ere occupied nearly an hour an<l a half i11
getting our cc.ttle and \Yagons o\'er, yet the ·whole was effect­
ul tolerabh· ,l'ell, a,; the "·ater in the ri,·cr ,y:is not more tlw.11
t11rec feet Zleqi. This s�rt:am nms Eac;t and \Vest, ,vhil��
1,11r c.:o11rsc v;a::; N. N. E. for a mile and three-quarters to :�
:•1· !I trc:i.rnkt, which w-: cro��c<l. The road3 were all Yer:,·
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!--v:ampy, in consequence of which, by the sinkillg of the 
('�rts an<l wagons, we hall the misfortune to break a shaft 
and tong of one of the latter, belonging to the inhabi­
tants; and also au axletree of mie of our own, which detaiuerl 
us for a consi<lernhle time. \Ye tlien took a direction N . .E. 
hy N. for a mile and a half, when we arrind at lJor,t A�,-n,rl, 
a spot well provided with gras�, but only v,ith brackish wat, , •. 
After lialting, and searcliing for some time, a stream of frl',_ h 
water ,\·as discovered which had neYer l;cen dPtectL-cl befurL·. 
It was situated close under· the great Paanleherg·. L<:t. 
33i 29. long. 38. 33. weather fine. 

"r ednesday, 29tb.-The repairs, necessary for the c;1rts all(l 
,ragon:.:, detained us till half-past nine o'clock at Dorn Kran.l. 
On starting ,rn pursued a comse N. E. by E. for a quarter of 
a mile, keeping the Paardeberg on our riglit, arnl the Da.,:;en­
herg on our left; we then ascended a hiil all(l took the hear­
ing- of the Castle of Goorl Hope, which was found to he S.\V. 
J.y S.: onr roacl aftt>r this lay N. E. by N. for a mile all<l a
quarter, \\'hen "·e l':lme to a pleasant vn.lley "·ith Ycry fiiw
soil, well fitted fur the Resiil\:HCl' of ::;eH:ral familil's, anrl
watered liy n. riY11let "·hiC'h ::;pri11gs from the foreme11-
tio11ed Paardelier�, and rn11s in a direction east\\'ard, all<l
soutlnrnrd. Its uanl�s are clothed with thorns, which are the
only sort of fire,Yood. AftL·r ('l'O��ing this riYer, y;e r<:a('lit'1l
a hig-h hill, \\'ltich ,rn ascended, and when we arri n·d at t 111'. 

top,\ye found it wdl co,·ered \Yitl1 fae\\'OUd; an<l OH tile ct lier
side, at its base, a fine plL•a�ant rnlley, planted hy 11ature ,vith
tlo\\·ers of all colonrs, and alnmdantly proYi<led \\·ith gra�,;.
l'rol'ee<ling further, we l1:Hl on our right yery higl1 rocky
mountains, \\'hic:h \\'l're sit1uttecl 011 tl1c otl1er side of the Ber�·
ri \'er, and though sometimes coyered with snow, art!, not­
withstanding, iuhahited l,y a triLc of Hottentots called Snu­
</luts, wlw gain their suh,-iste11('c 1y robbing and stealing·
from other Hotte11tots, 11ayi11g 11either cattle nor any tl1ing·
else of their O\\'n tu live upou. After advancing 1>ome ml\'
farther, "e reac:he<l a place called Holle riycr, prodded \\'itli
good gra:;s and watl'r, wherl' "·c halted. Lat. 33. l :J. long-.
au. 111.; weather nry fine; distance trayelled, four mile,; 
and a J1alf. 

'l'hur;;day, 30th.-In the nwrniw•· we left Holle rin·r, ,,·ith 
fog-gy \\'l'ather, aml JH1r::-1ll d a rn111<� N. by "\V. three ,1uarl1•r,; 
of a mill', tliL•n �- X. E. Olll' 111:ar, ·r, and from thence rl1!\ 
Nunh, to thl· DPL'l' ii ··cr, \\·1,icli Lli�cliarg-es itself into the �al!. 
ri�·l:r tl1at mu� i11tu T.d;ic lh:·. \\'t..: th�n proccc·l1 ,i �- :�0 E.
,nth a Yicw of aYoiding t:,.· :-i,·,•r. Th•..: cmmtry ,1,1s hilly, 
\1·itli a sall(ly all(l ela:,l'f: uil, Y..i., ic?;tt..:<l in some : 1,ot�; wit lt 
f r1t mard1y wdl watnc<l YalleY'', and hill·: tl1ic!:h· ('O\'(·!'l d 
1,·itli \\'U(J(l. \Vt.: c·011ti11t1td r,,1;· ro•1LL: l\". E. 1,y N. • f111 tl11•, 

t 



l]_li:J.rters of a mile, and pa�s2,1 :i flat which wa,;; wry boggy :mcl
soft on accom1t of having- been saturated with water whith J1ad
flowed from tl1c rnonntai1:s du:·inp; the rainy season. From itf.
�;oftucss, it o(·casioned us comiderable trouble in transporting
our ling·n-ag-e. At the distance of a quarter of a mile from
t henc:<.< ;n�l rournl a hill, we reached Riebeck's Kastecl, under
·:1hich "·as situated an m1comrnon fine valley, well JJrovide1l
,vith eyc,r:-;· thing, and Y'!J.tcred bY a pleasant river. Thi-;
:-:-iount:i.in dcriY:>d its na:c:·� :·rom His Honor the Comm::mde1·
-./ an Hi r !ieel:. In it i, ,�: tuatctl, an :1ccessible grotto, and its
.--irfac-e i� o·,ergrown ,:·it:1 trees, fit for timhe:·. "\Ve proccctler1
E. Ly N. a q11artcr of a mile, to the south corner of the said
1·1 0u11t�i:•, when Y,e directt-11 o:1r course E. Ly S. for a quartN
of a mi: l', to �ume high g-ronll(l, "·here we too!-:: the bearing· 
or the Liun's-hcacl, wliich w:i.:-; S.S. \V. 3° V-1. Our road after 
t}i:.; i:1· N.E. hy E. :i q·-1arter of a mile, to a height which
-.·.-:.... :;i,u:,tccl het,Yce;i E.i{:bcc:k's Kasteel antl auot]:er hill 
\\"itllont :1. n,mw, w;1ic'.. 1:ly 0ll our right hand. From that 
1:ei:;ht tlic low co1mtn· :,:.,1 the mountains on the other side 
of tlw H,•,·g- riYer, :>.:;�(''.'.:·.>l Yery pleas:mt, :m<l furnish<:cl a 
delightful yicw of cxt•:.,.�:vc> tL1ts. After desc-en<l.ing from the 
high gronrnl we halteJ t,;1 ::i. phin abo:.a:cl:116 "·ith grass arn1 
water. Lat. 33. 2. long. 38. 45. 

Fri<h)·, 3lst.-In the morni:1g ti,� v;eatl:c:- ,·:as fog!.;�·; at 
half-p,t"t :-even o'clocl� ,n� pur,,:1cd cur journey i11 a N .. E. di­
_rectio1t till "·e arrived at a small river, when ,�·e directed our 
nmr�l' N. E. l1y E. for h.1lf a mile, in order to aYoid a swam­
]';: ,·:1ller ,rhil:h lay E. and \V. from Rieheck Kasteel. The 
rnuntry in ge;.ieral was hilly, the soil sandy and clayey, and 
,he surfa1:e fur the most part 0V<.'rgrmYn "·ith shrubs and flags, 
and iutersectc<l citllL'l" uy little ri rnlets, or their dry be<ls, which 
(';tus0<l us to c.:han�·c cur course several times. It was N. E. hy 
1�. ouc q:1arter of ·a mil�; N. E. by N. three quarters of a mile; 
h,. . I)\· 'IV. half a 1�1i!e, ::wd then we r0ached the Berg- riYcr at a 
1il,lce cal!('d Sonquasford, where we fom1d slate whic:�h appearecl 
.t<La1Jtecl fo,· the co\·cring· of ;:ouses. This river takes its nam(' 
L·<.n;1 its sources hei11g �in tltc mountains, and by them being 
w;:lk<.l in for a consiclcr['.l.,'.c J):.ut of its course. It rec·ci,·es a 
trihutarr strec.m callerr l(leinc Berg rirer (Little 1\fount�iu 
rinr) which has its or:c,:·i11 abc, in the mount::iim alludl'd to, 
:.11d :d·Ll r the junction 1:. �::ds ils course through a consi<lnahk 
( ::tent of r-v1:1t1�·, till .�t l:t,.,t it di�eml,ugucs itsc•lf into tht, 
:-: a ,'t :•;i. I fd�·:1a B,1/. l:.� :>anl:s, in many 1Jlaces, ::tr<.' 
:·kt11e l ,,.id1 ti'l�, fa -·":· tir!1her. \1:e pursued our jour­
-' t_l" :don:;· the D.,rg r:,. r till ,':e re:1c:hc'1 the ford of Dric , • • • ( 1 • , , l 11.11·1.,:,:, lnr,'ecott:i::;·L . ·:.1crc we l'l!Cam_pec u11011 a spot ,n,.
:.;11ppliecl with grass, • , . . 

1 
l • 1. • ,,tl �.::!.· _:·.-A� �t1·uut h�.tlf-1,a-t '.•t'\'(·11 t.'< lot:�,:
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,·,e started fro111 the drie h,.isjes, and directed our co1·rst• t .• -

ward::; t!1e Honing bergen (Honey mou11tain,) pri11cipnlly :.:h::", 
:lie banks of the ri 1:er, in a northerly direction, a1,d r.ftc:r r!:\ 
Yancing a quarter of a milc,wea:Ti·.ecl atari,·ult't f•lli11g-i 1,. , 

the Berg ri\cr, in which ,ve fon1d a fr.Ji much lil-:•· tL• B1:•·Ll, 
.-if Holland, and uf the same �1,yo•1r. \\'c then tr .. ·.-l'l:t"! :\. ;,., 
\'/. half a mile, then N. E. ],·; E. for ·h:1lf a mi!C', low,mi·: ; 
mountain, from which i<;snc:s tl;l,'fY:c1Jt,·-funr riy,•r. ; aft( r tli: 
we adrnnced N.N.\V. a quartL'r of u rniie, and arri·:.:d :.-,: a pl..• 
called the Groote-g-at, situc1.kd on the Berg riwr: from thc1111• 
we went \V. N. \\'. half a mile, till ,�c gCJt right uppo:;itt> tl 
south end of the said Honing bergen. 

These hills are two �11 m1mkT, of moderate l1eight, <li,. i,:, ' 
hv a kloof, and Jiaye ol,taineJ tl1eir uumc frun the l1c,1,e·,· 
'";hich is found tht:re. ",Ye traYellcd at about t!,c t1i,t:llitl' o'f 
� quarter of a mile from them, �ml on the other siclc vf tli,· 
river. \Ve thc:n direct-•cl our C'Olll'Se N. \'/. 011e-tliinl of :: 
mile, to a valley throuP-h \\'hich we cow,eved u'lr cr.rts :c1!1l 

0 

wagous "·ith a great deal of trntdJk. O,:�· ro:-.tl then 1�--
N. \V. for n. q•1art�r of a mile to a sn:�'11 rindc.:t, ::11,i uft, :·
that N.N. \V. for half a mile, when we halted.

The country o,·er which we passed, y;as compo�cd or stc. 
:-md sandy hills, exce1it beliind the Honingberg·cn, .'wl at u. • 
resting place, "·here the soil was a red clay, well c0,:cr,:< 
with grass. ,ve passed also about Vier-en-twintig Hi,·i(:re:1 
(24 Rivers), seyeral huts belonging to the afore-mentio11ct: 
roubers, called S,mquas, and huil;; in the �amc manner as tlio�,� 
of other Hottentots, with the CX('eption that they ·we re covcred 
with branches of shrubs, whilst those of the others \\'Crc co':ered 
with mats. 

To clay, His Hanoi· the Communder is�t:�d 2.n order, 
that whereas ,.-e appro:.1chetl more and mure to tl1� l Iottentots' 
kraals, none of our partv should take a11y impro1,er liberties 
with thc females of the ·i Iot:en�ot tril.ies, unrler penalty oi 
heing $COnrgecl, and e:-:pelled as ...-agaLowls from tlie flo11c;·,.J;]e 
Company's Senicc. Latit11rle 22° . ;j(j'. klngit1:clc !H:>°. !)'. 
weather good. 

Sunday, 2d Septcmher.-,ve proceeded witl1 fow weather, 
arnl directed onr r·ourse N. \V. bv N. for a thircl of a mile; 
then ehaugcd it to due Noru.'t i'ur :i. 1111ar,er 1,f a mile, .�1Hl 
pas,wcl two of Capt. Gucrennll'::; h ra:1.ls. Frum t:1encc \':�! 

a1h-ancc:d ?.\. X. \V. one mile and :• l:aif alon�· the Dergri \'L'l"­

Thc country was hilly, c;o,ne of them were stoiJf, a1:,l 
,,thers lit for cultiyation. lk•rc grc\': al,1111dance of that plant 
,,:Jiidt is C'alll'll in Ifollarnl pa:-cy (chilil,al), all(l its odour i, 
,,1· su<'h stren:;tli tl1at the \\'hole c0t:;1�r·,r i,i tilled tl:L-n•wit/1. 
\Ve thl'll tr:1,y�Jlr>cl N. om-tlii:·<1 of ,� JJl(k, �ncl canH' to tltt· 

;",,nl calkcl .\Jisycr�talld, \\'liet\.' ,·:c �·nc;m11',.,l ,:11,l f111rn,I :t 
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i�oocl supply of grass. The compute_d ach·a11cc aft_er t !tis rl�y '
iourne,· \1·as t\\'o miles and t\\'o-th1rds, a11tl which rcquncr1 

·11", 01{ account of the neces::-ary circuits, to pass O\'l'l' a dis­
tance of fiye miles.

Monda-... :;1l.-\Ve \\'Crc employed transporti11g onr In�•
;.:·age on:r tl1e Berg Hin�r. Here, the sergeaut who had
:sL,rte,l ch;lit clays uefore 11s to barter sheep and oxen for om·
11se 011 tl1"' ju,1n1ey, uf which he had ohtaiJJed a good n11ml>L'r,
joined us.

TuvsJ.ay, -lth.-1�11 om baggage arri 1·c,l 011 the northern
1.:mk of tlw ri \'er \\'ithout any acci,lcnt. ,Vhilc we \Yere hnsv iu
, ;1rrying· it 0\'t'r, we saw f{\·e saYag·es, who took to flight as
.,ut>ll :ts tliey percein·ll 11s; o:i whieh tile Commm1der onlere,l
,t -.·r!_.[ca11t with t\\'o men to follow them, \\·ho, by beckoning­
.111d 111aLn:5· sigJJ" th:1t Wl' clicl 1wt i1tlcml to hnrt them, in-
1:11l'L'll all tu staud arnl return. They tl1en gaye car·h a pipe of
:ol,a('cu, all([ sigllifiul th�t they sh011ld accompany them,
11·liil'l1 t11L v rlitl. Ou aniYiu�-, His lioJJor the Commander
iuterru�:it�'l! ti1em, by mean:< �f the Ca1Je Hottentots, to \\·hat
1-·il,e thl':-· bdonged; they said they wcrl' Sonquas, by which
; • rm i.; di;;tiHi:(uished the robbers aboYe-mentioned, and that
, k\' li.i:l c·01,1e here t1J look after an Eland which they had
1w�t1Hled ilu.: day hdore with a poisoned arrow, and ;Yhich
111lllt:l' such cin:umstanl'e eommouly dies on the following day.
'!'lily carry bows, arrows, aud assagays, possess no eattlc,
,,11(1 �ubsist un honey and the game which they shoot.

They liad a Yery rough and sC'aly skin, arising from the 
11 t111g·er w:1ich they hatl frequently to suffer, ancl from want of 
i',tt "·ith which tu auuint thr.>mseh·es. His Honor the Com­
,1.awlcr made them a present of a sheep, and although these 
;, 1 e people of no eclucution, they had the con:::ideration to 
ui \·e to him, as a return, the skins of three hush eats. They 
imnH'tliatdy cut the throat of the animal, skinned it, thei1 
n·muyed the two shoulclers; and allmved nothing to he 
wa�ted, except four small kernels which were found in the 
leg:,, and whil'h they cut ont and threw away. Being asked 
why tht'Y dill this, they only said they ne\'cr ate them: tlwy 
,·onre<l the ml'at with hut ashes for about an hour, and tlwu, 
gnawing like the beasts, they consumed it. 

By much interrogation from Ilis Honor the Commander. 
tlil·y ar·lrnowledg·ed to haYe hcen of that party which had 
hll'ly seizccl the cattle of a cl1ief of the Amaquas, but said that 
: Ii,·:,· harl bcl'll recp1e�ted to do it by a chief of the forc-mcll­
• io11L:1l rolihcrs, whose kraal they poiute,l out, aml i11 ,\·hich 
: lie re ,,·;t-; still all tl1e cattle, with the cxl'eption of tl1rt·t: 
ovcu which they had assisted in consuming. 

\V c !'oultl 11ot go to that kraal Lec::rnsl' it was too for ,1i� -
t •. :1 Tl11,;) �tatell also that we would obtain licttn iufor111:1.-
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'ion from the Gregriquas, who had also heen accessory tl,eretn. 
L:itituclc 32°. 48'. and longitude 38°. 14'. weather \'ariahlr. 

\Vedncsday, 5th.-In the morning, upon leaving our N°t­
iug place called Trompetter's Drift, we directed our cour c 
N.N. E. for a quarter of a mile, and passed a large hill cit 
our left;_ we then went N. for the third of a mile, and passcfl 
a rh·11let, then N. again a quarter of a mile, and after t]1;!t 
N. \V. by N. half a mile, then N. N. ,v. au eighth of a mile.
\Ve then changed our course to due N. antl proceeded in that
direction a quarter of a mile, then N. N. ,v. one-sixth of a
:nile, after "·hich we arriYed at a spring-, where we found f.11(•
�Tass and water. After that we reached a kraal which belongc,I
tn the afore-mentioned Sonq11as, hut found nobody, a•
;·he rest of the people, besides the fi vc who were with 1· 

had gone on a huntiug- expedition. \Ve coutiuncd our cour ..
along the base of the Piquet Mountains for a mile and
'1uarter, and then found a resting plaee where we !'-carched fo,
;l situation sufficiently proYided with water and gras::;.

In the mean time a Rhinoceros of a considerable size 1rn1d, 
its appearauce. charge<l with great fury the middle of ou • 
train, and theu run to the spot where His Honor had halte l 
with his calish. Towards that it directed its course, and Hi, 
Honor had hardly time to get 01,t of it. After jumping there­
from with a blunderbuss, he took aim at the animal, whiC'' 
passed him at less than six paces, but it missed fire, and tl,, 
ferocious animal after having receiYed a :;hot from one of tl1 · 
party, ran away with amazing swiftuess. Seyeral perso11, 
who were mounted on horse back, not knowing how to escap,·. 
leapt from their horses in great consternation; in conseque1w,_· 
of which they received various injuries. 

The ahoye-mentioned Piqnet l\Iountain receh·ed its 1talll\'. 

from tl,e circumstance, that \\'hen His Honor Gobkc made wa, 
on the Goujemam, he made merry thereon, arnl tht t'l' placl'd 
piquct . 

Thurs1lay, Gth.-,Ve remained at onr halting 1•!acc: on;-._- •. 
count of a heavy rain, and there found slate. 

Bv the mediation of His Honor tl1e Conunanckr, the fore­
mentioned Souquas made peace with the Amaquas, in regard tu 
th\! captured cattle, as mentioned before, under C(Jndition tl1at 
they, (the Sonquas,) should gh-e back to the Amaqt:as all their,, 
011 the return of His Honor the Connnamh:r, and that tht-y 
:,ltoulcl live peaceably together in future. 

Friclay, 7th.-Jn the morni11g at fhe o'clock, -.·:c stauc-ci 
\\"ith fugg·y weatl1l'I', aml proeee<lecl elose to aml parallel \\·itli 
the J>i,p1ct Mo1111tai11s, npon a. fine clayey aml moist soil, ah1111-
d:u1tly eoyerc,l with wil<l oats a]l(l g-ras8, and watered 11,· 
"''-'\'cral rivulch whieh spra11g- from the rnrnmtai11�. The Litt,•; 
supplied plenty of firewood aud good timber. 



One of our narti' ,wnt a l111:1tii1•�·, and �,hot an Elanrl ,n·ic:L,. 
ing about 1000 pounds, ,-.-hich ind1�cccl llS to encamp Oil a 1;{·gc 
JJlain in orde,· to cut UJl the animal, anr1 frnm tliat cireumstanet· 
"·e nnmed tlic :,;pot Elancl's Kr:cid. Thi.s pla.cc "·a:- ,;cry well 
forni·:,l1cd v.-ith g·,.w;c;, ,nttcr, ,wd wnocl.-Latitll(le 32° . 2�'­
longitude 38° .-..:::,v eather became fine. 

Raturcla':, 8th.-\V c �tarted at 7 o'clock, an<l after travd­
liu�· fot:,· r.;1iks ,rncl a m1arter we reached a spot, directly under 
the .Tacl,ab' Kloof and the Ka11,:riclic1g. Herc the mountailis 
v:hir:h strctchrd from Bcrg-ri..-cr to the ca,;t\rnnl of u,;, joincrl 
t11(' Piquct :=-.Tountui11-,. Ol!r resting- place wa:, 1Ycll proYider1 
with grass, water, and wood . 

. 1 1mi1w tht' first c1uart�T uf a mik of this day's march \·;,' ,:, -
p1ct somL' sandy, lmt aft":·,.,·a:·cls the finc.;;t cla-i'ev soil, ,rntcrcd 
l y- a p-reat 111a1;,v ri,·nlel·,; :.pringing fr(,m the P.iq;1et l\-fountains;
\\·hich mmmtairE: appeared to Le well prn-,irled y:ith timber and
firewood. 

In the afternoon the Con1mancler 11101mtcd t11e Ita1Jariel1e1'g, 
\·,hich ic; Yery hi6·h. From it-; top were r:ecn tweh·c fine rnllcys 
.,,.tieh v:c lwd passed to our right, that i::; to say, to the east­
warcl of us. 

Sunday. Dt1i,-At lialf-pQst ::;ix, .A.�r. we r,roceE',Jcd, :md, 
;1fter tran,lli11g four milt:� 11ncl n half, we ra;c;scd through a 
Kloof whicl1 Sf'Jl;-1:-aten the Piqnet Mountain from the (Jthcr 
.iw.t alluded to. "\Ve left another eallerl Oloson's JGoof, on our 
lc[t; which serYf'S :is a r,·ood pa-:sa;;·e to the Zf'cl:oc..-en Yullc,·, 
;iml to the Olifant's River in the d�-y season, hut 11; the rai1.1v 
one it is unpassable. ' . 

• 

ln proceeding- thron�h that Kloof ·we had a cmri :l rinilct on 
om right, ,diieh lrncl its 1·on1-cc iu the side of the I\Joof, arn1 
1'.·as called Little Olifant .: ' Ri ,·er. Along thi� ,.,·e tra n· I l ctl, 
awl re,:ched a hollow which 1H' named -St. Martn1's Yalle,·, 
h�illg- ,rnll,.,d in 011 linrli �irlc� "·ith l1irrh mountaim. Th.is 

' 0 

Yal!E.v had many wirnliuw,, : o tlw.t 11·0 had often to change 
t11e direction of our course. 

Th" hills which we pas ,crl :.hi; rlay \\'ere all r-andv :md stmw, 
\\'ilrl, L::rrcn, aJl(l on:·grn"'n with shrubs ; au;l the Yalley 
'l'l'Y 0:olitary, 1I11plr:1.caut, ;:rnl o·, cr�ruwn "·ith reerb, &('. 

To·,\·arrl � the end of this cLy's journey "·e came to a plaiu 
only. C"antil:,- proYirlt,d 1\'iiJ1 grar;:;, Lnt plentifully with wate1· 
m d fire-wood, and here we halted. 

_:\,.fonrla;·, I 0th.-"\\' cleft our rc�·t in;:; plar-c calJ<.J G rcg-riqua's 
Ya!!r·:,·, \';ith fin� ,·,·eatlJt•r, ;;rnl clirrett'd onr r011r,,e acC"ording· 
tfl the• rna1Jy ,1·l11rlin_g,: r,f the St. ,',!artyn'r, Valley. 1\ftcr ,.,.,. 
11:trl arh·anr•,·d t11·0 mile:-; 11·c ('amc to a turn, "·here 11·<' haltr,r]; 
.,11,l fr01:1 tht ;;r'L' we ;i c,cT1 talncrl that t11e �-aid yal]c--1' '.:trdC"lit·r\ 
1111,, t!t•· 11101rntain:, rm 011r i·i·2:ht hanrl, and fo:·rn.crl a sort 111· 
h 1•_ni11t'1. !hr li,\\•i11.�· pL,·t• for11i•,i:•·rl n, 1 \·i,11 ()Jily ;, ,.,·:111'.\' 



.i ,irtry rf a Jom•;t.�y to th£' Am(lrp:os. t't 

.'lllJlily of grass, lrnt abtm<hntly with water. "\Ve remain,·,i 
lit,re on account of the 1:igh sand hills which we Jin.cl to pas.�, 
an<l which the cattle ,,..ere nut able to perform that clay. 'flit'

po<;itiun we callecl Doolhofahoek, that is Labyrinth Corner. 
The captain of the miners, who had become unwell yesterday, 
fell into a violent feyer this day, ancl complained of pain all 
o,·cr l1is body, hnt particularly of head-ac!1e, ,vhich was fom11t 
to be here a common cornphint.-Latitu<le 31 (). Gl'. longitude 
38°. 5'. 

Tues<lav, lltl1.-\1rc left Dool!10Lhoek "·ith rainv w�ather, 
and passed. thron.�h ;i stony an� s:ccp Klvof leauing to the for,_.­
mentionccl Sancl liills ; an<l after that proceeded parallel with a 

. l1igh hill. , •. hich ,i·e liad on om· r:ght; then along a height 
\\·here we met an elephaut, \\'i,ich the noise and shouts of 
O!lr p.r�y put to flight. \\rs, then traYelled for some time 
thrnugh a yery marshy yalley, in a part of which we encamped: 
anJ while we halted another elevhant appeared, on which the 
C'omm:m<lcr ordered the trumpet to s01md antl the drum to beat 
�o as to frighten him away. That seemed to confu:;e him alit­
tlc, �s he ,vent off without doing any mischief. \Ve had ad­
Yanced four miles. 

\Vedne:-;day, 12th.-At seven o'clock we <lcF1rtetl from our 
re;;ting- place, which \\'c c:allcd Olifonts' Valley, and we passed 
chiefly over a swampy flat and poor sandy soil, on:rgrown with 
reelb aud shrubs, lmt no grns:;, and with a rinilet of good 
,·.-ater. "\Ve then pa:-;se<l along a rnlley called Olifants' Jagt, 
,,·hich is situated between t,rn mountains, and terminates like 
a bow net (fuik); and halted when ahout half way through it 
at a :-;pot where w� fonncl a ldoof in the mountain. 

Tlii:; place was pretty well supplied with grass, and watered 
by t\\'o :-;treamleh ; the one of which wa.;; fresh, and the other 
hrackish. 'l'he , alley \\'as o\'ergrown ,vith Rhinoster hosjes 
(Rhinoceros lm:,;lie,�), which are so called because those ani­
mals keep generally amongst them.-Latitude 31 °. 45'. longi­
tude 88°. 83' .-"\Veather fine. 

Ti11.rsd::iy, l3th.-\Vc left Olifauts' Jagt with misty weatlwr, 
passed a kloof and cro:0scd a sandy ltill, after which we trayelle<l 
aloug a stony mountain. "\Ve then had a Yicw of the sea, and 
<leseeu<lcd iuto low grouml c:illecl the Brakke Yalley, which was 
well proYide<l with grass, and ne:tr it was a pond \\'ith watl·r 
which \':as saltish, with the exeeption of some springing at <•m· 
C'<Jrner, th:1t was pretty fre,11,-thus we found salt and fr1::,.li 
wat�r iu the s:J.mt: hole. Fi1 e-wood W:13 plentiful. \Ve thi:; 
dav trnxelled a mi!e awl t\·;1,-thinls of another. 

°J.'riday, l 4th.-.:\.t :'l!\ c11 o'clock "'<.! departed from the 
Bral:k.: ,· alley, and pasc;ed u\·cr a sandy hill o,-ergrown \\'it! 
l.ru-;h-\\'oo<l; anrl after that C'011tinued our course aloH"" a11uth,·:
talkr 1 Uikbl·r�·, Vil ac.:c:octut uf th<-: m;l!IV owl-; fuu1:l thu l' 
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j,...; /Ji,,ry uf a .Journey lu the Am<ffJiWs. 

\Ve then reached a mountain called Klipfonty11, hccanse .. 
,;Ln�am of very fine water issued therefrom. This mountai1! 
-.:auscs a very remarkable echo, which is repeated several 
times; and near the hill is a valley of a fine rich clayey soil 
well covered with grass, but impplied only with salt water. 
\Ve continued our journey to the top of the said mountain, 
111d after that to a sandy and stony hill, which we ascended with 
1 ::nch tronble. Before us then lay an £::xtensive plain stretC'h­
i ng E. and ,v. along the mountain towards the sea coast: ,n, 
·nok bearings of the sea from a distance of sewn miles, ancl
-Iten descended the mountain which sloped very gently till we
. ·:une under the Dassenberg, also named on account of tl1('
,11,rny dasjes which keep amongst the rocks thereof.

At the foot of this mountain ,ve required to encamp, he­
r·ause we had had in the course of the day deep, heavy, and sandy 
:·oads, by which our draught oxen had been much fatigued, arnl 
!'endered unable to proceed over the great height which lay 
h�fore us. At this halting place the grass was uncommonly 
fine, and there was good water supplied by seyeral run11i11g­
.,'reams. The hills were abundantly provided with fire,vood. 

The Commander in walking round the hill in the afternoon 
!-110t a klipspri11ger, as also a hare, having a mouth like a 
jackal, and a tail like a fox; the flesh was well-flaroured and 
white.-The weather fine. 

Saturday, l5th.-At seYen o'clock ,Ye left our encamµment, 
2.nd directed our course towards a stony height, a long a moun­
tain, on which grew some trees. After we crossed the height
Y/e arrived at a sandy plain overgrown with a variety of
shrubs; and the mountains, behind which is situated a Yalley
ralled Hoogcboornen Valley, because two high trees are foun�l
there. The mountain was easy of ascent, but of very <lan­
g-erous descent, on account of the height and steepness
,)f the rocks. Those we passed, however, without injury
,·ithcr to wagons or carts. \Ve then continued our route to
the valley of the high trees, and from thence to the Olifant's
Ri Yer, which flowed in two branches, and proceeded along
a bend of it till we came to a. ford, where we halted; as
that was th8 place where we had to cross to the opposite side.

This ri.-cr springs from the mountains which were situated 
to the eastward of us, and pursues its course to the westward 
in a. tortuous form till it discharges its water into the sea. It
ha-, its name from the elephants which are found there ofteu 
i II great numbers. I ts banks are clothed with a species of 
'\•illow, and with thorn trees of uncommon size. At our 
rt·:;ti11g place tl1ere was an abundant supply of grn;;s. \\'1 
had travelled 3 miles and 35 minutes. 

{'l'o be couti1111ecl.) 




