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Diary of « Journey made by Governor SIMON VAN DER

STELL, to the country of the Amaquas, in the year 1685.
Translated from the Dutch by W. L. voN BUCHEN-
RODER, Esq. Member of the South African Institution.

SATURDAY, 25th August.—At three o’clock, a. . we took our
departure from the Castle of Good [Hope, with our baggage,
&ec. under the protection of our Lord. Amen. Our party, in
addition to His Honor the Commander, consisted of fifty-six
white men, besides two Macassars and three slaves: our equi-
page of a calish drawn by six horses; of eight asses, saddle
horses, two field pieces, eight carts, seven waggons, one
boat, and two hundred and eighty-nine draught and pack oxen,
together with six other waggons, each drawn by eight oxen,
the property of the burgers, and which were to accompany us
as far as the Oliphants’ river. Our course lay E. 52 3’ N. and
after travelling for one and a fifth of a mile,* we arrived at a
place called Hooge Kraal, in latitude 34° 9°. By a bearing
which we took we found the Lion’s-head to be W. by N. The
weather was rainy. In the afternoon, about four o’clock, His
Honor, accompanied by Mr. A.deMan, the second government
authority, together with Captain J. Cruse and several other
functionaries, joined us, and were saluted by three vollies
from the troops who were under arms.

Sunday, 26th.—On breaking up our encampment, e
travelled over a flat damp country with the Tiger mountains
on our right and Table mountain on our left. After ad-
vancing for two miles and eighteen minutes, we encamped at
a place called Stink River, in a fine valley, which was pro-
tected all round by high hills, and was very comfortable and
pleasant as a resting place, because there was good grass and
water, as well as a rare variety of flowers of all colours.

Note.—The translation has heen intentionally made as literal as possible,
and the only deviation therefrom has been the omission of the minute
detail of the various courses pursued each day, and the distances in cach
dircetion after the fifth of September,

* Dutch measure, cach mile ot which is cqual to six English mules,
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This river bears its name from the circumstance of the water

. emitting a strong stench dnring the dry season. There we

iound ourselves in latitude 33¢ 55’, and lengitude 36® 2.
Qur course 1‘.:(1 teen N. 5°. 14’ E. and the weather very fine.

Monday, 27th.—1In t}:e morning, about half-past eight
o’clock, the friends mentioned as having joined us on the 25th,
took their leave. During the day we pursued various courses.
onl account of the great mountains along which we had to
travel, and which we had also sometimes to cross. Our first
direction was N. N. E. half a mile; then one-third of a mile
E.bv N.; then half a mile E. N. E.; farther half a mile E.
v N.; then a quarter of mile E N. 'E. and from thence N.
by E. a quarter of a mile, when we arrived at a flat extend-
ing E. by N. three fifths of a mile. That flat was terminated
by a kill, which we pussed half a mile in a N.E. direction,
when we found another flat called Ronde Bosjie. The fore-
mentioned hills have the name of Tiger mountains, (Tyger-
bergen). The soil consisted chiefly of clay covered pretty
abundantly with grass, and well supplied with water. They

are inhabited bv a nation called Hottenfots, who live in troops
or hordes which they call kraals, and of which we passed three
that day. The twn first belonged to a Captain called Schag-
her, and the thira was one of Captain Kuyper’s. Accord-
ing to a rough calculation we had travelled three miles
and a quarter; our course had been E. N. E. 69 N. our lati-
tude was 33. 46. and longitude 36.16.; the weather fine.
Towards evening the last-mentioned chief, Kuyper, visited
uz, and brought with him a sla%htel ox, as a present to His
Honor the Commander, and in return for which he received
a flask of brandy.

Tuesday, 28th.—At break of day we prepared for depar-
ture. The soil of the place consisted of good clay, and there
was abundance of water and fire-wood. We commenced to
advance at half-past seven o’clock, and our route lay N. E. by
N. through a kloof of tlie Musselbank hills. On one of thos:
was placed a Hottentot kraal, which we passed, and after
mile and three-quarters, we reached the Musselbank River,
s0 denominated because shells of that genus are sometimes
found init, though unfit for use. We journeyed along the
course of this river and the hills on which the kraal was
situated, for the distance of a quarter of a mile, being unab’a
to cross on account of the precipitous banks of the opposite
side. Though we were occupied nearly an hour and a half in
getting our cattle and wagons over, yet the whole was effect-
ul tolerably well, as the water in the river was not more tha)
three feet deep. This stream runs East and West, \\hll:,
onv course was N.N. E. for a mile and three-quarters to @
mell stremmlet, which we crossed.  The roads were all very
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swampy, in consequence of which, by the sinking of the
carts and wagons, we had the misfortune to break a shatu
and tong of one of the latter, belonging to the inhabi-
tants; and also an axletree of one of our own, which detained
us for a considerable time. We then took a direction IN. f.
by N. for a mile and a half, when we arrived at Dore Kral,
a spot well provided with grass, but only with brackish wate:

After halting, and searching for some time, a stream of fresh
water was discovered wlm,h kad never been detected before.
It was situated close under the great Paardeberg.  Lat,
33. 29. long. 38. 33. weather fine.

Wednesday, 29th.—The repairs, necessary for the carts and
wagons, detained us till half-past nine o’clock at Dorn IKraal.
On starting we pursued a course N.E. by E. for a quarter of
a mile, keeping the Paardeberg on our right, and the Dassen-
berg on our left; we then ascended a hill and tool: the hear-
ing of the Castle of Good Hope, which was found to be S.W.
L\ S.: our road after this lay N.E. by N. for a mile and a
quarter, when we came to a pleasant valley with very fine
soil, well fitted for the Residence of several f‘llnlllc\, and
watered by a rivulet awhich springs from the foremen-
tioned Paardebers, and runs in a direction eastward, and
southward. Its banks are clothed with thorns, which are the
only sort of firewood. After crossing this river, we reached
a luc]l hill, which we ascended, and \\heu we arrived at the
top, we fawnd: it-well comeved with firewoud; and on the cther
side, at its base, a fine pleazant valley, planted by nature with
flowers of all colours, and abundantly provided with grass.
Proceeding further, we had on our right very high rocky
mountams, which were sitnated on the other side of tht, Berg
river, and though sometimes covered with snow, are, not-
withstanding, inhabited by a tribe of Hottentots called &osn-
gquas, who gain their subsistence by robbing and stealing
from other Hottentots, having neither cattle nor any thing
else of their own to live upon. After advancing some way
farther, w e reached a place called Holle river, prmulud with
good grass and water, where we halted.  Lat. 33. 13. long.
38. 41.; weather very fine; distance travelled, four miles
and a half.

Thursday, 30th.—In the morning we left Holle river, with
foggv weather, and pumm(l a conrse N. by W. three (llldll(‘l\
of a mile, then N. N. E. one quareer, and from thence «lm
North, to the Deep iiver, which discharges itself into the Salt
river that runs into Tabie Barv. \We then proceeded N. 39 k.
with a view of avoiding the river. The country was hilly,
with a sandy and clayey :oil, \'mxm.ltul in some :pots with
fine marshy well watered vallevs, dlld hiils thicldv coverad
with woud.  We continued onr yvoute NoE Ly N, for thie

!
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quarters of a mile, and passed a flat which was very boggy and
soft on account of having been saturated with water which had
flowed from the mountains during the rainy season. From its
softness, it occasioned us considerable trouble in transporting
our baggage. At the distance of a guarter of a mile from
thence, and round a hill, we reached Riebeck’s Kastecl, under
which was situated an unccmmon fine valley, well provided
with every thing, and watered by a pleasant river. This
mountain derived its name from IHis Honor the Commander
“Van Riebeck. In it is situated, an accessible grotto, and its
~'11f1(c 1= overgrown with trees, fit for timber. We proceeded
E.by N. a quarter of a mile, to the south corner of the said
1""11!1"‘.1', when we directed our course E. by S. for a quarter
amile, to some high ground, where we tovik the bearing
of L'hc Liow’s-head, w Tich was S.S.W.8° W. Our road after
this lav .E. by B. 2 guarter of a mile, to a height which
war situated between Ricbeck’s Kasteel and anotler hill
without 2 name, whicl. lay on ourright hand. From that
Lieizrht the low country wul the mountains on the other side
of the Beig river, apnezsel very pleasant, and furnished a
delightful view of cxtv.sive flats.  After descending from the
mrrh gronnd we halted un a plain abounding wi th grass and
water. Lat. 33. 2. long. 38. 45.

Friday, 3lst.—In the moraing the weather was fogey ; at
half-pust seven o’clock we pursucd cur journey in a N. E. di-
rection iill we arrived at a small river, when we directed our
course N. E. by E. for half a mile, in o1de1 to avoid a swam-
py¥ valley w hich lay E. and W. from Riebeck Kasteel. The
(ountly in general was hilly, the soil sandy and clayey, and
the surface for the most part overgrown with shrubs and flags,
and intersected either by little rivulets, or their dry beds, which
caused us to change cur course several times. 1t was N.E. by
Il. one q wrter of amile; N.E. by N. three quarters of a mile ;
N. by W. half a mile, and then we reached the Berg riverata
place call\d Sonquasford, where we found slate which appear ed
adapted tor the covering ‘of :ouses. 'This river takes its name
from its sources being in the mcuntains, and by them being
walled n for a considevable part of its course. It receives a
tributary stream called XKleine Berg river (Little Mountain
river) which has its oricin also in the mountains alluded to,
and aficr the junetien winds its course through a considerable
catent of conntry, till at last it disembogues itself into the
s ot St Helenan Boy.  1is banls, in many places, arc

clothed with trees fit o timber.  We pursued our jour-
mey adong the Berg vivov till we reached the ford of Diric
Finisjus (tmcc cottages v here we encamped upon a spot well

supplied with gmbo. 4 :
siiloy, b Sepe v — A alsont hulf—}:bt seven cclack




Diary of a Journey o the Amaqias.

we started from the drie huisjes, and directed our covrse t. .-
wards the Honingbergen (Hunev mountains) mmmpullv“]w:;
the banks of the river, in a northerly direction, and after a«
vaneing a quarter of a mile, we arrived ata rivulet fa ling Do
the Berg river, in which we fonnd a fish much Like tie Barcli
of Holland, and of the same favonr. Ve then travelied N, Iy
\V half a mile, then N. E. hy E. for half a mile, towarnds :

mountain, from which issunes the Twentv-four rivers ; after the
we advanced N.N.\V. a quarter of a mile, and arrived at a pla
called the Groote-gat, situated on the Berg river: from thence
we went \W. N.W. half a mile, till we got right opposite tl:
south end of the said Honingbergen.

These hills are two in number, of moderate height, divide!
by a kloof, and have oltained their name f*uu the honev
which is found there. We travelled at about the distauce of
& quarter of a mile from them, and on the other side of the
river. We then directsd our courvse N.WW. ome-third of &
mile, to a valley through which we conveyved our carts aud
wagons with a great decal ef trouble. Our read then lu;
N.W. for a gnarter of a mile to a smail rivulet, and after
that N. N. W. for half a mile, when we halted.

The country over which we passed, was composed of stc. v
and sandy hills, except belind the Honingbergen, aud at o
resting place, where the soil was a red clay, well covere:
with grass. e passed also about Vier-en-twintig Rivieren
(24 Rivers), several huts belonging to the afore-mentioned
robbers, called Sonquas, and built in the same manner as those
of other Hottentots, with the exception that they were covered
with branches of shrubs whilst those of the athers were covered
with mats.

To day, His Honor the Commander issved an order,
that whereas we approached more and more to the Hottentots’
kraals, none of our partv should take any improper liberties
with the females of the ilotientot tribes, under penalty or
heing scourged, aud expelled as vagabouds from the Honerable
Company’s Service. Latitude 229, 3¢, longitude 39°. 9.
weather good.

Sunday, 2d September.—We proceeded with fine weather,
and directed onr course N.W. by MN. for a third of a mile;
then changed it to due Noriéh for a gnarvier of a mile, and
passed two of Capt. Goeremw’s kraals. From thence v
advanced N.N.W. one mile and ¢ Laif along the Bergriver.
The country was hilly, some of them were stony, and
others fit for cultivation. lieve grew abundance of that plant
which is called in Holland parey (chibbal), aud its odour is
of such strength that the whole country is filled therewith.
We then travelled N. one-third of « mile, and came to the

ford  called Misverstand, where we encamped and found
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good supply of grass. The computed advance after this day -
journey was two miles and two-thirds, and which requirea
us, on aceount of the necessary circuits, to pass over a dis-
tance of five miles.

Mondav. 3d.—\We were employed transporting onr bag-
gage over the Berg River. Here, the sergeant who had
started eight days before us to barter sheep and oxen for our
use on thc journey, of which he had olxtmncd a good number,
joined us.

Tuesday, dth.—all our baggage arrived on the northern
Lank of the river without any accident. While we were busy in
careyving it over, we saw five savages, who took to flight as
~oon ws they perceived us; o which the Commander ordered
@ sergeant with twomen to follow them, who, by beckoning
and making signs that we did not intend to hurt them, in-
duced all te stand and return.  They then gave each a pipe of
tobacco, and significd that they should accompany them,
which they did. On arriving, His Honor the Commander
terrczated tiiem, by means of the Cape Hottentots, to what
1-ibe they belonged 5 they said they were Sonquas, by which
torm 15 distinguished the robbers above-mentioned, and that
ihev had conae here to look after an Eland which they had
wowided the day before with a poisoned arrow, and which
under such circumstance commonly dies on the followmg day.
They carry bows, arrows, and assagays, possess no cattle,
ind subsist on honey and the game whicl they shoot.

They had a very rough and scaly skin, arising from the
iuuger waich they had frequently to suffer, and from want of

at with which to anoint themselves. His Honor the Com-
n.undcr made them a present of a sheep, and although these
ame people of no education, they had the consideration to
give to him, as a return, the skins of three bush cats. They
mmmediately cut the throat of the animal, skinned it, then
vemoved the two shoulders; and allowed nothing to be
wasted, except four small kernels which were found in the
legs, and which they cut out and threw away. Deing asked
why they did this, they only said they never ate them : they
covered the meat with hot ashes for about an hour, and then,
gnawing like the beasts, they consumed it.

By much interrogation from Ilis Honor the Commander.
they acknowledged to have heen of that party which had
';Lul\' scized the cattle of a chief of the Amaquas, but said that

ey had been requested to do it by a chief of the fore-men-
mncd robbers, whose kraal they pointed out, and in which
there was still all the cattle, with the exception of three
oxen which they had assisted in consuming.

We could not go to that kraal because it was too far dis-
tar - They stated also that we would obtain better informa.-
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‘ion from the Gregriquas, who had also hbeen accessory theretn.
Latitude 32°. 48’. and longitude 38°. 14’. weather variahlc.

Wednesday, 5th.—In the morning, upon leaving our rest-
mg place called Trompetter’s Drift, we direeted our cours
N.N.E. for a quarter of a mile, and passed a large hill cre
our left ; we then went N. for the third of a mile, and passed
a 11\-nlet then N. again a quarter of a mile, and after that
N.\W. bvN half a mile, then N. N.\W. an eighth of a mile.
We then changed our course to due N. and pwcecded in that
direction a qumtel of a mile, then N.N. W, one-sixth of a
mile, after which we arrived at a spring, where we found fine
arass and water. After that we reached a kraal which belonged
tn the afore-mentioned Sonquas, but found nobody, ax
the rest of the people, besides the five who were with v
had gone on a hunting expedition. We continued our cour.
along the base of the Piquet Mountains for a mile and
ruarter, and then found a resting place where we scarched fo.
a sitnation sufticiently provided with water and grass,

In the mean time a Rhinoceros of 2 considerable size mad.
its appearance, charged with great fury the middle of ou-
train, and then run to the spot where His Honor had halte!
with his calish. Towards that it directed its course, and Hi.
Honor had hardly time to get ont of it. After jumping there-
from with a blunderbuss, he took aim at the animal, whic/
passed him at less than six paces, but it mixsed fire, and th.
ferocious animal after having received a shot {rom one of tl-
party, ran away with amazing swiftness. Several persou-
who were mounted on horse back, not knowing how to escap..
leapt from their horses in great consternation; in consequencc
of which they received various injuries.

The ahove-mentioned Piquet Mountain received its nansc,
from the circumstance, that when His Honor Gotske made wa:
on the Gonjemans, he made merry thereon, and there placed
piquets.

Thursday, 6th.—We remained at our halting place on ac-
count of a heavy rain, and there found slate.

By the mediation of His Honor the Commander, the fore-
mentioned Sonquas made peace with the Amaquas, in regard to
the captured cattle, as mentioned hefore, under condition that
they, (the Sonquas,) should give back to the Amaquas all theirs
on the return of His Honor the Conmmander, and that they
should live peaceably together in future.

Friday, 7th.—In the moruing at five o'clock, we starice
with foggy weather, and proceeded close to and parallel with
the Piguet Mountains, upon a fine clayey and moist soil, abun-
dantly covered with wild oats and grass, and watered b
several rivalets which sprang from the mountains,  Fhe Tattes
supplied plenty of firewond and good timber.
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One of our party weni a hunting, and shot an Eland weigii-
Ing about 1000 poimds, which induced us to encamp on a large
plain in order to cut up the animal, and {rom that circumstance
we named the spot Eland’s Kraal. 'This pluce was very well
furnished with grvass, water, and wood.—Latitude 32°®. 25’.
longitude 38°.—Weather became fine.

Suaturday, 8th.—We started at'7 o’clock, and after travel-
ling four niles and 2 avarter we reached a spot, directly under
the Jackals’ Wloof and the Kanaricherg.  Here the mountains
vhich stretched from Bergriver to the eastward of us, joined
the Piquet Mountain<. Qur resting place was well provided
with grass, water, and wood.

Iwring the first quarter of a mile of this day’s march we
met some sandy, but afterwards the finest clayey soil, watered
Ly a great many rivalets springing fream the Piguet Mountains ;
which meuntains appeared to hie well provided with thimber and
firewood. :

In the afternoen the Commander mounted the Kanavieherg,
which is very high.  From its top were seen twelve fine valleys
which we had passed to our right, that is to say, to the east-
ward of us.

Sundaxy. 9th,—At haif-past six, s.m. we proceeded, and,
after travelling four miles gnd a half, we passed throngh a
Kloof which separated the Piquet Mountain from the other
just alluded to. We left another called Oleson’s Kloof, on our
left; which serves as a good passage to the Zeckoeven Valley,
and to the @lifant’s River in the dry season, but in the rainy
onc it is unpassable. .,

In proceeding threugh that Kloof we had a smail rivulet on
our right, which had its source in the side of the Kloof, and
was called Little Olifants’ River. Along this we travelled,
and reached a hollow which we named St. Martyn’s Valley,
bheing walied in on both sides with high mountains.  This
valley had many windings, w0 that we had often to change
the direction of our course. :

The hills which we passed this day were all sandy and stony,
wild, barren, and overgrown with shrubs; and the valley
very  solitary, unpleasant, and  overgrown with reeds, &e.
Towards the end of this dwy’s jonrney we came to a plain
onty ccantily provided with grasz, but plentifully with wager
and fire-wood, and here we halted.

Monday, 10th.—We left our resting place called Gregrigua’s
Valley, with fine weather, snd directed onr conree according
to the wany windings of the St. Martyn’s Valley.  After we
had advaneed two miles we came to a turn, where we halted ;
awl from thoiee we ascertained that the sald valley stretehed
mte the monntains on our rieht hand, and formed a sort or
Jubwrpintln, Our halting place furnished ne with only a seay
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apply of grass, but abundantly with water. We remained
here on account of the kigh sand hiils which we had to pass,
and which the cattle were not able to perform that day. The
position we called Doolhofshoek, that is Labyrinth Corner.
The captam of the miners, who had becormne unwell yesterday,
fell into a violent fever this day, and complamed of pain all
over liis bedy, but pui tlcuLuIy of head-ache, which was found
to be here a common compliint.—Latitude 31°. 51, longitude
389. 5. :

Tuesday, 11th.—We left Doolkofshoek with rainy weather,
and pamed throngh a stony and stecp Kloof leading to the fore-
mentioned Sand hiils ; and after that proceeded parallel with a
high hill, which we had on our right; then aleng a height
where we met an elephant, which the noise and shouts of
our pavty put to flight. We then travelled for some time
through a very marshy valley, in a part of which we encamped:
and while we halted another elcphant appeared, on which the
Commander ordered the trumpet to sound and the drum to beat
so as to frighten him away. That seemed to confuse him alit-
tle, as he went off without doing any mischief. We had ad-
vanced four miles.

Wednesday, 12th.—At seven o’clock we deyparted from our

resting place, which we called Olifants’ Valley, and we passed
chiefly over a swampy flat and poor sandy soil, overgrown with
reeds and shrubs, but no grass, and with a rivulet of good
vater. We then passed along a valley called Olifants’ Jagt,
which is situated between two mountains, and terminates like
a bow net (fuik); and halted when about half way through it
at a spot where we feund a kloof in the mountain.

This place was pretty well supplied with grass, and watered
by two streamlets; the one of which was fresh, and the other
brackish. The valley was overgrown with Rhinoster hosjes
(Rhinoceros bushes), which are so called because those ani-
mals keep generally amongst them.—Latitude 81°. 45’. longi-
tude 38°. 33’.—Weather fine.

Thirsday, 13th.—We left Olifants’ Jagt with misty weather,
passed a kloof and crossed a sandy hill, after which we travelled
along a stony mountain. We then had a view of the sea, and
descended into low ground called the Brakke Valley, which was
well provided with grass, and near it was a pond with water
which was saltish, with the exception of some springing at one
corirer, that was pretty fresh,—thus we found salt and fresh
water in the same hole.  Fire-wond was plentiful. We this
day travelled o mile and two-thirds of another.

I"rida\', bdth.—At seven o’clock we departed from the
Bralke Valley, and passed over a sandy hill overgrown witl
:rush-\\ood, and after that coutinued our course aloug another
called Ulileberg, on account of the many owls found there
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We then reached a mountain called Klipfontyn, because &
stream of very fine water issued thercfrom. This mountair
causes a very remarkable echo, which is repeated several
times ; and near the hill is a valley of a fine rich clayey soil
well covered with grass, but supplied only with salt water.
We continued our journey to the top of the said mountain,
1nd after that to a sandy and stony hill, which we ascended with
wuch trouble.  Before us then lay an extensive plain stretch-
mg E. and W. along the mountain towards the sea coast: we
‘nok bearings of the sea from a distance of seven miles, and
-hien descended the mountain which sloped very gently till we
-ame under the Dassenberg, also named on account of the
many dasjes which keep amongst the rocks thereof.

At the foot of this mountain we required to encamp, he-
~ause we had had in the course of the day deep, heavy, and sandv

<0ads, by which our draught oxen had been much fatigued, and
rendered unable to proceed over the great height which lay
hefore us. At this halting place the grass was uncommonly
tine, and there was good water supplied by several running
srreams. The hills were abundantly provided with firewood.

The Commander in walking round the hill in the afternoon
shot a klipspringer, as also a hare, having a mouth like a
jackal, and a tail like a fox; the ﬂesh was well-flavoured and
white.—The weather fine.

Saturday, 15th.—At seven o’clock we left our encampment,
and directed our course towards a stony height, a long a moun-
rain, on which grew some trees. After we crossed the height
we arrived at a sandy plain overgrown with a variety of
shrubs; and the mountains, behind which is situated a valley
called Hoogeboomen Valley, because two high trees are found
there. The mountain was easy of ascent, but of very dan-
gerous descent, on account of the height and steepness
of the rocks. Those we passed, however, without injury
either to wagons or carts. We then continued our route to
the valley of the high trees, and from thence to the Olifant’s
River, which flowed in two branches, and proceeded along
a bend of it till we came to a ford, where we halted; as
that was the place where we had to cross to the opposite side.

This river springs from the mountains which were situated
to the eastward of us, and pursues its course to the westward
in a tortuous form till it discharges its water into the sea. It
has its name from the elephants which are found there often
in great numbers. Its banks are clothed with a species of
«willow, and with thorn trees of uncommon size. At our
resting place there was an abandant supply of grass. Ve
had travelled 3 miles and 35 minutes.

(T be continued.)






