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IN that neighbourhood,* and along the Hornberg, purer exam­
ples of that extraordinary rac-e are perhaps nowhere to l1e found; 
and whatever follows, regards only them, and may differ from 
any account of other portions of the tribes along th_e African 
frontier. Small in stature as the Hottentot race is, they are, 
in the quarter mentioned, les:5 than any where else, seldom 
t:xce<:ding five feet, but of the most perfect symmetry ; they 
are active in their movements, but indolent in disposition ; 
their colour is dark, but is rendered still darker by filth ; t]1eir 
features are peculiarly forbidding, on account of the great 
distortion of the bones of the face ; and the facial augle 
approaches considerably to that of tlrn monkey. The Bush­
man will !;eldom submit to coercion and restraint,-if he does, 
lie hccomcs the Boor's most wretched menial, and perhaps is 
w0rsc treated than any slave in the world. In the state of 
liberty, tlwy dwell in kraals, under the authority of a. chief, 
whose rank is among them hereditary. The number iri one 

• 'fhc �vriter rtfcrs to a military post, which was situate,1 on a branch of the
Orange Hncr, known by the name of Nurgariep, or Dlack Hin:r and close to 
the coantry iohabited by the Tambookie,. 
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xr:ial $<>lclom exceeds thirtr-me11, wome11, and children. 
Their <lm•llings are formed u·f mats, if in the plain, just large 
011011g-h to 1T£'L'P into; b11t they often re.side iu a high and 
ridgy m 1n111tai11, under $Ol1H' pro_iectinr ledge of rock, the 
approach to wliieh is 11urrow arnl difficult. If atta('ke<l there, 
they seldom flfe. They ha Ye no fear uf death; and, if pos­
ses:,:ecl uf a more powerful weap,1n, rnig·11t llefr the attack::- of 
the Bnors, make tht'111 less frequent, and more fatal. Nothing 
hut th,, privatio11s thP�· sufft!r \\·11td<l make a11y one of them 
submit to tlic cruelty of the farmers; aud. Ii \'ing as they du 
on locusts, auts, and some farinaceous roots, tl1Pr� c·an be no 
liett<'r proof of the i11�11fficie11c-y uf tl1eir tiny bow, a)l(l uf the 
ge11Pr:ll inPrtnr,;s of tlwir <:t>ll'lirated poi.son; yet they are 
tht•msd rp:, impres:-ed with t h1• t·o11Yiction of its strength, ancl 
thry ha Ye 1,c•c·n able t<) illlJ)l'ess tlu·ir ('I\L'mies with a dread of 
its dfrrh, if not of its fatalit,·. l h,l\ e neYer 1ec-u able to 
1n·oc·"r<' one writ authcntic·atcc

f 

rdation of clcatl1 produced liy 
it ill mall. [ han known :,omc ca;;es of l1or::;c$ and dogs 
dying from thl' i11snt.ion of the arrow into the IC'�; hut somt: 
of th,. m ,:{'l'HJ<·cl tu dil' rathrr from tl1t· clfoet of ,iolcnt in­
flan111, .. �i1111 in the litul,, than from any specific power in the 
poison its(•lf. in ollP instancc of a dog-, ho\w,·cr, tl1e animal 
became stupid aud insen,:ihl<' in a few mi11utC>s, and died in 
tm:'llt\'. $ome colonists who ha,·e bC'Cll wot11Hl<'cl, a-;sert that 
they :-ire suli_ject to periodical attacks of insanity, under <'ertain 
states of atmosphcrical influence; hut I belie,·c this to lie, 
like most uf tl1eir ta.ks, (ptite unworthy of credit. The poi;,011 
of tht' D11;;)11na11 of the Hornberg is (•xtracted from plant:;, 
and from plnuts only, :-:o for as I ltani heen al,le to learn. 
In that quarter, thry use 110 mineral poison, nor the Yt>nom of 
snakes. TmJ llprcimens of plants used hy tl1em accompany 
this; the h,ilb is a 1-pccies of 1Ia:111aull111s; but 11e\·er having 
seen the other plant i11 flower, I have Leen unable.· to learn 
it,: name. Its lc>af cxudt-s a. milky jnice, a11cl, cut up aud 
Med, forms a tenacious extract, which is spreatl on the arro\\', 
to some thickness. There is another plant which they nse 
likewise, either aho\'c or \\·ith the other two; which, together, 
form,, the strongest they procure ; its na.mc j,, " mount;!in 
})Oi!ion." Growing on the stony hills, :md nry rardy to Le 
found,_ I have never got a specimen of it.

Thc11· <lcxterity in thL use of their bow i:s remarka.l,lc, ancl 
t11e clistancc they can shoot, with such a light arrow, is a,­
toni-.:hing. They will throw the arrow upward::; of an hmulrcd 
)'arc.I:-, ancl with p:reat corrcctnes;;; but, as might he expedcd,
it will seldom wonnd at snch a di,;taucc; and I have trnown 
:1 C:tYalry c:loak protcc:t a i-oldic1· at t\\'enty 1iaccs. 'fh�\ !,ow 
1:-: not hrougltt to the eye i11 sh()oti11g. They fix their eye 
tqio11 t!tt: ol,jcct, gras1,i11g the how \\'ith the kft l1and, while
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i he arrow passes through tl1e finge· on the rigl1t side,-:;. 
mode of shooting I believe pecuHar tu ,hem. 

Their treatment of a wound made by a poisoned arrow is 
truly scientific. · It is ).4id freely open, tlae poison cleaned out: 
and a horn applied in t'1c i.1a11ner of a cupping-glass, exhaust­
ed by suction at the small extremity. This, as far at I could 
learn, is the only treatment they adopt, m.,ver making USP 

of any herb as a specific. The Boors con�ider gunpoWlkr 
and urine as very elticient, and prescribe those in every arrow 
wound, and in every case of snake-bite. CuJ)ping would 
seem to be the Bushmen's favourite treatment of e\·ery com­
plaint accompanied with pain, and so frequently do they 
resort to this, that by the time they are full grown tht>y 
appear scars all over. 

The length of time a Bushman can liw� ·without food is 
surprising, often living for three anJ four days without a 
mouthful; and the quantity they can devour after such ab­
stinence is equally remarkable, one man having been known 
to eat an African sheep (30 lbs.) in a single night. ,vhen 
unable to procure food, ::i, belt round tl1e body is tightene,l 
as the cradng increases, and they resort to the smoking of 
,lalcka ( a species of chanvre, or hemp), which produces in­
toxication. The narcotic effects of this plant no donht 1>ro­
duce much of that sl11'ivelled appearance which is obsen•ahle 
in all of any age. ,vhen 110si,;cssing plenty of their dakka,
they can smoke and sleep for several days and nights without 
eating. 

A Bu:,hman has no idea of the perpetuation of property; I 
might say, no notions of a prospective existence. He is 
wholly dependent on nature or on man : he will neither imi­
tate the Caffer nor the Boor, will neither grow corn nor 
breed cattle. 

The figures drawn by them on the rocks are often remarka­
ble for the correctness of tJ1e outline ; they hit the attitude 
of the animal, hut seldom care about truth in the colouring: 
speaking phrenologically, they J1aye the organ of form, hut 
not of colour. I have never seen any animal resemlJlinr the 
unicorn among their paintings, but such an animal is said to 
exist beyond the Orange River. They are fond of musfo ancl 
dancing, but their musical instrument is rude, and without 

1 power or variety, consisting of one string stretched upon a 
how, whose vibrations arc produced by the breath, with great 
exertion. 

'fhe Bushman's conception of a Supreme Being is, tl1at he 
i!> an evil deity; and their notion of futurity, that there will 
he an eternity of darkness, in which they will live for ever, 
and feed on grass alone. They imagine that the sun seJHls 
niu, and when he is cloucleil, they huhl up Luruing wood, in 

L· 
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tukw of <li,-approbatiou. They bclieye that the sun and moon 
will <li�appt'ar, to produce the clarkne:::s they anticipate. 

The Bu--lnnan',; how i::: made of a }'l'Culiar tree, called the 
Blue B11:;l1, who�,• hrauchl's an• almo:-t monl«led hv uature to 
the artitieial form. Tht• :-iuew:- of the <prag-ga yiei<l powerful 
1)(11\"•"tring�. and the arrow is formccl of a :-lender reed, hea<l­
t•cl \\'ith m1tdopc':,; horn, a1Hl pointctl ,Yith a �mall triangular 
1,ice:c of metal, which cln•y procure from tht' Caffers . 
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