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Procadi11g.'> uf the SuuTH ..\Fmc.\X hsTITt.;TIOX.

J u11c :27th, 18:20.-Tlic .:\f ouhe r:; of the Institution proceeded 
to tlte ckrtion of a Couueil all(l Ollfrers for the year ensuinfr. 
The following n-as: found to be tl1e state of the ballot: 

Prr-side11t, The Honorahle Lil'ut.-Colonel BELL, C. B. ;­
rir·p Pre:;irll:'1ds. Rey. F. F.\LLO\\'S, F. R. S.; J. A. Jot:BERT, 
.E,;q. L L.D.: A. 0LIPIUC\T, E�q.; The Hon. J. ,v. S-roLL.­
Trerts/lN1·, F. s. ,v_-\TER)!EYEP., Esq. - Sccretaril's, A�DRE\\' 
SmTH, :.1. D.; Re,· . .T. AD.DISON, D. D.-Cozmcil, The Office� 
hearers, awl :.fajor MITCHELL, F. HERTZOG, :.I.\'.\); BREDA, 
C1urrus Lcow1G, Esqrs.; R. D\'cE, :M. D.; Cu:r:K Ben To;-;, 
E:;q.; J. MrnR.�Y, i\f. D.; Major CLOETE; J. ).L-1.KRILL, Esq.

A'.1gust l 1.-The follmdng are subjects of Essays or Com­
mumcatio11s for \\ hich :.Iedals ,vill be awarded hy the Institu­
tion at the next General Annual Meeting:-

I. For the 1,e�t Account of the Character, History, and
G<'ograpltiral distrilmtion of the Hottentot Race. 

• 

2. For the hest Mechanical In,ention for facilitating the
Tran,;port of Goods of any sort, applicable to the circumstances 
of tl1e l'olony, with ,1 de,,.cription thereof by the Im·entor. 

;3. For the best l'ommunic-ation on the Effects ar isin� from 
the Bite..; of the different poisouons :Snakes of South Africa, 
and on the remedies generally adopted, 

-!. For the best C'ommunicatiou describing- the most apprn,ed
a11cl eC'ouomical methods of forming- ]hms and Tanks for hold­
in�· \\'ater, suited to the circ11msta11ce.; of the Colony. 

\:ompl'tition for tl1e:-e Honoran· :\ferlals is ope11 to the Public 
i11 g°l'ller,d. All f-'uch commui1ications mmt he giYen in. 
clirl'l'tl'cl to the Secretaries, on or before the Fir;t Day of 
..'fay, _I 11:10. Each must he accompanied hy a sealed Letter,
c:011t.:uniu� the- :-;ame of the Author, arnl inscribed with n. 
�!ark or .\lottu, whieh must also lit> attached to the connnuni­
('atiCJn; uf which letters, those alone will be opened which 
accompany thl' cununu11ications appro,ed of, and the othcr:s 
will be returned when applied for. 
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August 31.-After a eommunication from His Excellency 
the GoYernor, informing the J\fomhers, that, agreeahle to 
their request, he "·onld have much pleasure in hccoming 
Patron of the Institution, was heard, the follmving papers 
were read:-

Renwi-ks on tl1e mlvrmlages of having a flolmzic Onrdcn uem· 
Cape To11·11. By Mr. Bown;. - 'fl1e author in this eommu­
uication pointed out the oceurrence of frequellt failures 
and much uncertainty in the transport of liying plants to 
Europe, whether transmitted from the interior of this 
Colony, or from couutries to the eastward of it, in conse­
quence of their being no such repository here, to affon1 them 
a temporary resting-place, when circumstance!': might he nn­
fayorable tu their farther progress. He then uoticecl the 
existence of peculiarities in certain classes of Cape Plants, 
which rendered such an establishment particularly to be de­
sired in regard to them; and having illustrated the gc;lC'ral 
atlvantages of thus collecting and arranging plants, to alford 
the means of elucidating their character and afHnitit>s, he 
('onclnded by remarking the benefits likely to arise from such 
i11Yestig-ation to science, commerce, and domestic economy. 

8lcetclies of the Bota11y oft!te Cape Disfrict, No. 1. By Mr. 
Bowrn. -Containing a catalogue of the iudigeuous plants 
which may be expected to flower in the month of September: 
with. remarks ort their peculiarities, uses, &c. 

Obsernativ11s on t!te Origi11 m1<l Hislor!J of t!te B11sl1111en. 
By Dr. SmT11.-In this paper the writer adduces reaso11s for 
lielieving- that Bushmen existed eYen long hefore Europeans 
Yisited South Africa, and that they had possibly been coe,·al 
with the Hottentots themseh·es. He mentioned, that commu­
nities or families, of a character similar to what "·e under­
stand by the term "Bushme11," inhabit all the lJarre11 waste:, of 
Great N amaqualand, and conduct themsehes towarrls the 
Hottentots and Damaras in their vicinity, exactly as those 
immediately in advance of our Frontier do towards the Colo­
nists. It was then stated, that the majority of them are de·­
eicledly of the ge11ui11e Hottentot race; and, after some ,le� 
tails in regard to their mental character, external physiology, 
and modes of living, hunting, conducting their depredations, 
&c. the paper concluded with " an earnest recommern1ation to 
such members as may have heen in the habit of observing our 
:--arnge tribes, to embody their remarkc: for occ.:asions like the 
1irescnt," as tcrnlin� to personal ancl general benefit.-

Sept. 30.-Slalches of lite Bo/au!} cf ,C:.vutli Afrir.a, No. 2. 
By i\Ir. Ilowrn.-Thc antl1or stated, that the number of plants 
indigenous to South Afriea. was uuknown, but, to his prac­
tical knowlc1lge, the Cape ('()lc.,ny cuuta.inecl more specil'S of 
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Ph;:enogomous Plants than have been allotted to the wholC' of 
Africa, by the most complete, though conjectural calculations 
on record. He continued by observing, that however careful 
the Botanist might be in his researches, he ,vould find by 
,·isiting- the same grounds in the corresponding seasons of 
different years, many plants which had hitherto escaped his 
notice altogether; and, in conclusion, furnished a list of 2-H 
plauts belonging to 99 genera, which might be expected to 
flower in the Cape District during the months of October and 
November. 

Noft's on t!1e Eart!iquakes 1l'l1ic!t occurred at t!ie Cape of 
Good Hope during the mont!t of December, 1809, 9·c. By �fr. 
nJN Bt'CHENRODER.-ln this communication the author gave a 
foll detail of the effects of the Yarious shocks, more particu­
larly at Cape Town, Jan Beesjie's Kraal, and Blaauweberg 
Valley; and also furnished a minute register of the Barometer, 
Tht>rmometer, and "\Vinds, between the 4th and 27th of the 
month, in which the phenomena in question took place.­
Printed in our present Number. 

'/\'oles 011 tlte Earthquakes of 1809. By Mr. LAING, -This 
paper contained several remarks corrohorative of the state­
ments of Mr. voN BucHENRODER, as well as details tending 
to estahlish the activity of Electricity during the time the 
earthquakes were experienGed; 

October 28.-Dr. fo11TJI, Corresponding Secretary, produced 
spt·cimerl°S of Minerals presented hy Mr. Bowrn and Mr. GR1S­
BllOuK; and also a specimen of Carella lmbricata, presented 
by Dr. MuRRAY, and a specimen of Omit!wri11c!ms Paradoxus, 
vresenteµ . Ly Mr. Cm AP PINI. In presenting these objects, 
Dr. SmTH accompanied them with details of their characters 
ancl habits. 

The Rey. Dr. ADAi\!1'.!0::s, Private Secretary, produced a large 
:-pecimen of transparent Calcareous Spar, presented by Mr. 
Ihrn, Collector of Curiosities ; and in allusion to an Analysis 
of a Cakareous Conglomerate, transmitted by Mr. TREDGOLD, 
Chemist, he proceeded to illustrate, by details and specimens, 
the appearance and structure of certain masses of that sub­
stance occurring along the shore to the northward of Cape 
Town. 

A paper was read, entitled, Remarks on t!ie Plioc(E m· Seals 
mf'l n:illt u11 Ifie coasts rif South Africa, with oilier observations. 
By 1Jr. JARDI�:c.-The writer pointed out the importance of 
the s�al Fishery to the commercial interest of the Colony, 
awl the causes of its present unproductivencss. He then de­
�ni 1,l'<l the circumstances attending their capture, as witness-
' 11 1,y liim; aJl(l particularly illustrated the influence and pro­
l'orti 1 J11ate 1,0\\'t.:r of their different organs of perception; the 
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1 emarkable tenacity of life observed in them ; and the modifi­
Pations of this principle produced by the common mode 0f 
killing them. . . 

November 25.-JoHN REED, Esq. was elected a Memlier oi" 
the Institution; and the following papers were read:-

Sketches of t!te Botany of Sout!t Africa, No. 3. By Mr. Bow1 F. 
-The author, after a yariety of general remarks, concluded
with a list of the plants that might be expected to flower ii! 

the Cape District <luring the months of December, January,
February, and March.

A Visit to some of t!te C<!/fre Tribes beyond t!,e Colony. B�­
,\fr. G1LL.-The hordes of Pato, Zamhi, Henza, and Vosaniv, 
came under review; and the author described at some length 
a variety of the manners and customs of those savages,- a� 
well as furnished a detailed account of the character of th(• 
country over which he traYelled. The latter h� illustra�tcl 
by a plan, shewing the directions and positions of the mou11-
tains, rivers, &c. 

December 30.-The Rev. Mr. FAURE w:is elected a Membe1 
of the Institution. 

A paper was read, entitled, Experiments on Caudle- lViclcs, 
mzd {)It tlie Effects of Clilorine upon t!te co111bustible properties 
f)l the TV ax of t!te Candle Berry Jllyrtle,,,. By Mr. REED.-Tht 
author, after making some remarks on the nature of com­
bustion, passed on to notice the different circumstances con­
nected with the wicks, which tended to increase or dimini3h 
the light, and gave a statement of the comparative quantities 
of light afforded by common tallow candles, and ones of im­
pure and bleached myrtle-berry wax. He proved the great 
superiority of a candle with two wicks over a candle with only 
one, and shewed that when either are placed with a certaiu 
inclination, that the carbonized portion of the wick gradually 
faJls off, and do not require snuffing. 

A paper On the Exotic Plants wlticli have been introduced 
into Sout!t Africa, with remarks on t!tefr Cultivation and Uses. 
By Mr. Bowrn.-ln this communication the writer detailed the 
different Exotics which have yet been cultivated in the South 
of Africa, and described the best methods of rearing them, 
as well as stated the uses to which they might be applied. 

A description of two supposed undescriberl species of Fishes. 
By Mr. ,YEBSTER.-Printed in th� present number of the 
Journal.-Vide page 26. 

A description of the Birds in!iabi{ing f lte South of Africa, �-c. 
By Dr. SmTir.-A portion of this paper is printed in th1: 
present Number. 

• .,lyrica, ,cthcnpica, scrrata, laciniata, qucrdfolia, and conlifolia.




