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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON ORGANIC REl\IAINS. 

"These physical researches elevate the mind above objects simply ruateri�I -
they inculcate great moral truths."-URE. 

SEYERA L writers on this Colony- have given little encourage­
ment to suppose, that, it could afford any remarkable facts to 
enrich our knowledge of geological phenomena; particulary, 

' that monuments of a former world could be found in Organic 
Remains.* Private persons have, however, made observations 
on the peculiar appearances of hill arid dale which have led to 
the discovery of fossils of various,· numerous, and distinct 
characters in· shells; while some crustaceous deposits are very 
obsc�re

1
, __ wh!S�. ?,nly t_i�e. anc, _ _fu�·ther discovery. ca� fully

unrave. • • • • • 
Our inland plains, anil undulations beyond the Ttilbagl1, 

Worcester, Swellendam, anrl George high primitive mountain 
r:inge, chiefly present these on their sm-faces, or slio·hth· 
imbeddccl in argillaccous schist; while the continuation ;f the 
same chain northward from Tulbagh Village, forms the barrier 

�h April, 1G."i3. And Dc,patd1rs to the Director, of the 14th and 151h ()\ 
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• Professor Lichlt>n,tein, of Berlin, i�, I hdiHe, the only writer who (lhsen, d
at '.l ��ountain •j� the Bantam, im�res�ior,,. on Selusi. 
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of Organic Remains the most ancient, in th,,t direction. The 
high towenng \Yinttrhoek Mountain ab(,ut 6,100 feet above the 
levtcl of the :-iea, divides the range into two parallel extended 
ar!lls; between which, runs the \Vest Olf'fants Ri,·er in a narrow 
vale, and near their t,-,rmination lies the Village of Clan William. 
In this valli-y I observed inclosed in large pieces of rock, the 
sam(' as found a little to the north-cast behind Cogmans Kloof, 
as aim t!i, samP species of shells. The d�clivities and bases of 
Karoo hills, which skirt that great hill studded inland plain, the 
Karoo. alon� tht: base or near the primitivP chain before noticed, 
-afford the most numnous and valuable specimens: while some
of the rocky, castellated, anti wall shaped tops of the same,
contain in the body of the rock some few s'.i;ht appear..1nces of
a test ,ceous substance, denotin� 'hat something great in
Orirc1nic Hemains may be found at their bases.

\\' ort·ester. Clan William, Swellcndam, George, and Beaufort
divisio,,s of the Colony, are, from person:il observation, (the
last district excepted) the most interesting parts which lay
open the evidences of an ancient ocean; or of a grPat aqueous
catc1strophe which has left in letters of stone the traces of a.
former world; so that, the persevering observer, with an
ordmary sh;ire of intelli�ence, may rt->ad and understand.

\\11h regard to the first discovery of Organic 1:emains within,
or bl'yond the Colony of the Cape, I have exami11ed all the
books. both Dutch and English, which I could meet with; and
have conversed with most persons able to aff11rd information.
Many of the Dutch inhabitants twenty or thirty years ago,

• ohsnved the re-markable impressions on the stones and in the
qua,rif's from which they had erected their dwellings, but they
could not account for the cause of their origin. I beli ... ve the
honor of the discovery of them, and their- nature, is due to •
a l\Jerchant,* formerly of Cape Town, who was at the Keizie
Baths. bt'hind Cogmans Kloof, in the year 1804 or 1�05.
This Gentleman found the shelly strata there to be true Or�anic
Remains; which I afterwards confirmed by several visits to
that spot in' 1817, 1818,-and 1828.

The shells found along our eastern coasts some miles inland in
calcareous rock, from Caledon sub district to the termination of'
the Swellendam and George primitive mountain range, near_
Plettenberg's Bay, and those rather more inland in Uite11hage
and Albany districts, are different in their genera, calcareous
appearance, situation and rock in which they are found, to
those remains as above described,-! consider them. to have
become fossils at a subsequent period. The same remark ma.�
be applicable to the west coast of the Colony, to those shell�.
said to be found near the sea or even many miles inland on tin

'.\Ir. Enislir, who kimlly oblig-ed me with his notes on the strata, �hells, &r. 
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sandy deserts and plains, bPfore the face of the country 
becomes mountainous, or assumes the appearance of karroo 
tabular hills. 

The first specimen of fossil shells which I received was in the 
year 1814, a kind of cockle or muscle, with a slit in both valves 
extending across nearly half through,-different from any now 
found in a living s;tate. It was given to me as having been 
found in Co!d Bokkeveld. Upwards of twenty 5pecimens I 
Jiave since gathered near Cedar Mountains. ·\t the samP time 
I met with a siliceous pebble, evidently fossil coral, fr ,m the 
Oran!!e River: in 1816, a trilobite and many entroclu ot the 
encrinite, or stone lily, when travelling through the little Karoo 
in Swellendam district; and since that period I have mt>t with 
cndlFss numbers of specimens of shells, trilobites, and encrinites, 
and some nondescript fossil insects or animals, whose original 
clement would appear to have been water Some of th 8e are 
very imperfect: some found loose; others in regular deposited 
beds, as if the waters had gently subsidt'd; others, as if local 
waters had thrown the orizinal mud or detritu5 into confused 
and mixPd lumps, now hard rock, containing all kinds together, 
perfect and imperfect; while others are found as if rounded by 

· the force of a river, chiefly oval as pebbles: on breaking
which. beautiful shells and crustaceous animals are found in
the centre. I think many of these appear to have existed at, or
near the spQts in which they are now found; others must have
been rarried by some al1ueous force, different from any rivers
or waters arising from heavy rains now operating on the face of
the country from time to time; because, near their perior!ical
beds, along their banks, they are discovered, though sometimes
in the courses of the periodical mountain rivulets themselves, but
enveloped in hard schist; wl1ile on the banks the others are in
the soil which is only affected by rains on the surfacf', and thus
here and there arrest the attention of the Geological inquirer.

(To.be continued.) 

lnqufries respecting certain Changes observed tn have 
taken place in Domestic Animals transported from 
f!,e old to t!te new Coutinent. By M. RouLEN, M. D. 
Abridged from the more full details contained in the 
Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal for October, 
1829, p. 326, &c.

• · · • • 

J?n. Rou1,E:-:, after a residence of six years in Columbia, states, 
tnat of the large quadrupeds which at present occur in that 
<'0 1mtry, the most numerous are those which have been trans­
p,,rted frum the old continent. His observations were made




