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A Description of the Birds iulwbiting the Soutlz of 
Africa. By A�DREW S.mTH, 1\1. D. l\Iember of the 
lVernerian Natural History Society of E<linburgh; 
Honorary lHember of tlie J"IJi1 rralogical Society of Jena, 
&c. •P 

[Con!tnuedfrom p. 2-11.] 

BuTEo LAGoPus. • 

Falco Lagopm:, Gmel. Syst. I, p. 260, sp. 58.-Laih. Ind. 
Orn. vol. 1, p. rn.-1llerey Tasschenb. Deut. vol. 1, p. 37.­
Falco Plumipes, Daud. Orn.-Falco Sc!aYonicus, Lath. Ind. 
vol. 1, p. 26. sp. 5-1.-Buse GantJe, Le Vaill. Ois. d'Afrique, 
vol. I, pl. 10.

B. Juscus ex albido vario rectricibus fuscis bas, dimidia
apice que albis; cera pedibusque lutcis . 

. llf ale.-Head, upper part of neck, throat, breast, and thighs, 
whitish yellow, ,,ariegated "·ith large oblong brown streaks; 
interscapnlars, wing coYerts, and back, brmYnish black, each 
feather with a yellowish red edging; a large tran:;,·ersc band 
or blotch of deep brown on the posterior part of belly; rump 
and under tail corerts wliitish yellow. Tail white towards 
base, eh:ewliere unifo1m brown, with all the feathers termi­
nated hy dirty white ; legs feathered as far as the toes; the 
latter and eyes Lrown; cere yellow; bill black. The male 
,measures nineteen inche:., and the female two feet three 
inches. 

The female has less white upon the head, the neck, and the 

 . 
.. In consequence of an error in the printing department, the name and 

synonyme� o� this biru w�re !11a<lC' _t? finish that por.tioi:i _of the. communica­
tion, de,crip_ti,·c of the Bird:' mhab1tm� the South ot Alnca, wluch appParcrl 
iu onr la,t number, oHn without hanng- underi;one the common typogra-
phical corrections. • • 



inhabiting tlte Soulli of Africa. 381 

tail ; more brown upon the belly and sides ; the thighs and 
tarsi have :i �ater proportion of white; and the interscapu• 
lars are edge .. -with yellowish white. 

Varies according to age, being in clifferent specimens more 
or less spotted with brown, more or less varied on the upper 
parts with white, with a more or less distinct white stripe 
over eyes, and with brown and white more or less irregularly 
dispersed on the breast. The greater part of the helly is often 
white, and variegated by some small brown spots; the feathers 
of the thighs rayed transversely, and the tail, toward3 ex• 
tremity, with three transverse hands, the first of which, or 
that next the base, is broadest; iris a beautiful yellow. 

Le Vaillant only found this species amongst the woods of 
,A.ntiqualand. He says it is more ferocious than the other 
African species of the genus, that it avoids inhabited places, 
and lives quite isolated. Its flight is rapid; and it often 
destroys partridges by suddenly pouncing upon them from tlrn 
top of a tree, where it places itself to observe their mo• 
tions. As I have only met with one bird resembling that just 
described, and had not the opportunity of examiuing it for 
more than a few minutes, I cannot pretend to say that it was 
actually the booted buzzard of Europe. As both Cu der and 
Temmink consider the bird figured by Le Vaillant under the 
name of'' Buse Ganttfe," as identical with the Falco (Buteo) 
Lagopus of Linmeus, I have preferred giving the description 
of it by the latter author, to furnishing from my own note� 
what could only be a very imperfect detail. 

BuTEO TACHARDus. 

Falco Tachardus, Daud.-Le Tachard, Le Vaillant Ois. 
'd'Afrique, p't.J.9 .. 

[J. supra brunneus, subflavo aut rubro-albo varii>gatus; subtus 
a/bus, slriis et maculis brunnei,;; notatis; fem01·ibus plf:rum9ue 
rubro-brunncis; cera et tarsis flavis; oculis bnmneis; rostro
nigro; flavo macu(a.to. . • , : • . . . •

iVale.-BilI hlack, with t11e base of lower mandible, and a 
amall portion of the under adjoining it, yellow ; ·cere yellow; 

1 cres brown; head, neck, back, and rump brown, with the 
�es and tips of the feathers light grayish brown, or reddish 

! yellow, and the bases of many of them, particularly on th�
heatl and neck, white ; lliiJ.so many of those of nt'ck, back, and
Miouldcrs clouded, spotted, or crossed 1,y irregular white
streaks; under parts white, with the throat streaked hy nar­
row lonµ-itudinal brown lines, and the breast and posterior
part of belly more or less spotted with oblono- or roundish
brown blotches; t_highs dirty �cddish hr�wn. 

0

Primary quill
f�thcr'., lilack, with the exceptHm of the inner vanes towards
�uil:s, wl:ir::lt arc white; s�condaries brown, with blackish ir-
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regular transverse bands, and the eclges of the inner nmej 
white. Tail moderately long, slightly round , of a dirty 
grayish . color, "·ith ten or more narrow waYed transYerse 
blackish lm.nrn bands; tip of each feather dirty reddish white. 
Legs :1ncl toes greenish yellow; claws blac-k. Length from 
bill to base of tail elHen inches ; len�t h of latter seven 
inches and a quarter. '\Vings, when folded, as long as the tail. 

Yozmg.-AboYe brown, Yerging towards blackish brown, 
with the ba:,es of the feathers, of at least the head and neck, 
white; below brownish red, with the sliafts of the feathers 
bkck; chin with a slight mottling of white. Primary and 
secondary quill feathers as in adult specimens. Tail feathers 
grayish, on 0 11ter yanes crossed Ly many wand or oblique 
narrow blackish bands; on inner vanes reddish white, or red­
dish brown, with similar black bands; tips of all the feathers 
dirty reddish yellow. Legs and toes greenish yellow; claws 
black; bill biack, with yellow in the same situations as in the 
old bird, but neither so extensi ,·e nor so brilliant. Tail 
brownish grny, "·ith the inner vanes crossed by eight or ten 
transrnrse tawny or reddish white bands; tips light reddish 
brown or dirty tawny. . 

Inhabits the whole of South Africa, but is much more 
scantily distributed than the first described species of this 
genus. \Vhen on the wing, the two have a considerable 
resemblance to each otl1er, but they are readily to be distin­
guished by the smaller size of the present species. 

Obs.-Like the other birds of this genus, the Tachard ex­
hibits much variety of colouring, and it is Yery seldom that 
any two specimens are found which exactly resemble each 
other. The markings on the hreast and belly, and the colors 
of the tail, are what exhibit most Yarieties in the bird just 
described. In some the belly and breast are almost divested 
of spots, and exhibit nearly an uniform white color ; while in 
others both of those parts, and eyen the throat, arc densely 
covered with streaks or roundish blotches, when but little 
difference appears to exist in the ages of the inrli Yiduals. In 
most instances the tail i& grayish brown, banded with blackish 
brown, yet in not a fow is it deep chesnut or brig ht rufous, 
nnd distinctly banded transve1 sely by numerous black lines, 
when 110 reason exi._;ts for considering them as not of equal 
years. In the majority of individual::; of this species, whatever 
may be the color of the lower parts, the legs, in general, are 
reddish brown, but in some they are occasionally found ex­
hibiting a white ground, variegated by brownish spots or 
longitudinal streaks. 

BuTEO DESERTORUll.I. 

Falco Desertorum, Daud., Shaw, Latham.-Le Hongri, Le
Vaillant, vol. I, pt. 17. 
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B. ferrugineus; gutture, pectore et tectricibus inferioribus
cauda? subalbidis; abdomine nigro notatis; remigibus primori­
hus nigris, cr1.uda subltts ferruginea infra grisea indistincte 
fasciata; roslro ct tars is jlavis; oculis rubris. 

1lf a/e.-Bill and cerc vellow; eves red; head, neck, back, 
and belly ferruginous red; the latter with clashes of black ; 
throat, - breast, and tinder tail coverts grayish white. Pri­
mary quill feathers black. Tail ferruginous red above, gray­
ish white, with indistinct transverse bands, beneath ; legs and 
toes yellow; claws black. Size considerably below that of 
the Butco Jackals, or most common South African buzzard. 

Female.-Size rat11er exceeding that of the male, and the 
ferruginous tint is less deep anrl brilliant. 

This species I 1iave neyer met with, and am therefore 
forced to have recourse to the works of Le Vaillant. He 
states that it inl1abits the more retired spots of South Africa; 
that it feeds upon rats, moles, mi<'e, and e,·en insects ; and that 
its cry resembles much that of the common European buzzard. 
It places its neJt in bushes ; constructs it externally of dry 
twigs, internally of wool, hair, and feathers ; and lays from 
three to four eggs. 

GENUS. CIRCUS, Auct. 

Rostrum mediocre, a basi 
aduncum; . nares subovales; 
tarsi elongati; acrotarsia scut­
cllata; digiti plerumque breves; 
Reme.x 3tius. longissimus. Ca­
pitis latera plumarttm circulo 
instructi disco capitali strigium 
persimili; cauda (l!quales. 

Crncus LALANDIT. 

1 Bill moderately strong, cur-

l ved from the base; nostrils
oviform; tarsi elongated; aero­

' tarsfa scutellate; toes for the 
most part s11ort; the third quill 
feather· longest; sides of the 
head with a circle of decom­
posed silky feathers, as in the 
owls. 

C. nigro-fuscus, teclricilnts superioribus cauc/<1! albis; remi9i­
bus, primariis alba, nigro-fusco et cano nolatis; cauda nigro 
fusca cum fasciis canis inslructis. 

Male. -Bill black, ,vith the hase of lo"·er mandible, and 
the portion of the edge of upper adjoining it yellow; cere 
and eyes yellow; head, nl'ck, back, rump, shoulders, and all 
the under parts hrowni:-h black, wrging on pure black; the 
l,ases of the feathers of the nape pure white. Pdmary quill 
feathers hoary gray on outer Y!lnes, on inner, towards quills, 
white, and clsewl1ere grayish hro,vn, or grayish black; se­
condaries with the outer vanes hoary, the inner nearly white 
and both towards tips crossed by a broad blackish band; uppe; 
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tail co,·erts white, under ones black, with some narrowly tipt 
with white. Tail nearly Hen, black, with four trans,·erse 
bands of dark bluish gray, and thi, tips of all the feather� 
grayish white; the vanes close to quills pure silky white.

Legs and toes yellow; claws black. Length from bill to ·base

of tail ten inches; length of latter nine and a half inches. 
Female.-Size rather greater than that of the male, and the 

prevailing color is more of a <lull blackish brown. 
Young. -Bill and cere as in mature specimens; front black­

ish brown; crown and part of nape light rufous, variegated 
with brownish black streaks or clouds: back of neck an uni 
form brownish black; shoulders, wing coverts, and scapulars, 
brownish hlack, broadly tipt with pale rufous or tawny white; 
chin, throat, breast, and belly, tawny rufous; the two first 
,vith brownish streaks or spots, the third clouded by brownish 
blotches, and the last slightly marked by longitudinal brown 
streaks. Quill feathers with the gray less clear, ,Yith the 
tips tawny white, but otherwise as in old specimens. Tail 
blackish brown, with three distinct white trans,erse bands, 
besides the bases and tips of all the feathers being white. 
Legs and toes dirty yellow. 

'fhis bird frequent, marshy damp grounds in the ,,icinity of 
Cape Town, as "·ell as along both the eastern and western 
coasts. It feeds upon mice, rats, frogs, and lizards, and in 
quest of those it skims slowly along close to the surface of the 
ground. It huil<ls its nest sometimes in low bushes �n the 
,·icinity of :rn·amps, but more generally amongst rushes er 
reeds in the mi<ldle of marshes; constructs it externallv of 
dried twigs, rushes, &c. ; internally of ,Yoo! and hair;· and 
lays from three to four eggs.
• Obs.-In nry young specimens of this bird, the whole of
the under parts are nearly of an uniform tawny tinge; but as
the plumage <leYelopes itself, the throat and breast exhibit dark
brown Yariegations, and in proportion as it ach·ances in age,
tho3e become more distinct, and also appear on the belly.
In many specimens irregular white spots are obsernd on the
latter, and many of the feathers are also narrowly tipt with
white. In some old birds tl1e transverse bands of the tail are
pure silky white, instead of gray.

Cmcus SwArnso:--11. 
C. supra argenleus; subtus alb us; rcmigibus nigro-cccruleiis;

-rectriricus lateralibus albis, fasciis trans1:ersis irreg11laril111s 
:iotJ.li,; mediis, canis fasciis obscuris transi:ersis rariegatis; 
tar sis flavis; · rostro nigro . 

. Bill black; ccrc yellow; eyes -- ; front nearly pure 
, •11ite; head, neck, back, rump, and shoulders light grayisl1 
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w·hite, or pale silvery; throat, breast, belly, vent, under tail 
coYerts, and inside of wings, pure white; upper tail coverts 
white, banded trans,·erscly with dusky black. Primai·y and 
secondary ,Ying coverts gray, slightly tipt with ,vhite; prima­
ry wing feather deep dirty bluish p11rple, with the inuer Yanes 
towards bases white ; secondaries dirty hoary gray, with the 
edges of the innel' vanes white. Tail long, square, the three 
lateral feathers on each side white, and crossed by fiye or six 
irreo·ular transverse brownish bands; the centre ones deep 
hoa�y blue, with faint dusky trans,·er.:�e ballds, particularly on 
inner vanes, tips of all the feathers u·hite ; tarsi and toes 
yellow; claws black. Length from bill to base of tail eight 
and a half inches ; length of tail nine inches. 

I have only met "·ith two specimens of this species in the 
Colony, the one was procured neat' Groenekloof, in the Cape 
District, and the other in Albany. Both of them exhibited 
t-x::ictly the same markings, and g:we e\'ery reason to beliere
they were birds arrived at full maturity.

Crncus suPERALIARis. * 
C. supra brunneus plumis plurimis albo marginatis, fronte,

fascia supra el infra oculos, partibus inferioribusque subfufris; 
rostro nigro; cera et oculis jlavis; remiyibus brwrneis, pogoniis 
internis albo fasciatis. 

Jllale.-Bill black, with a small yellow spot on each side of 
lower mandible towards base ; eyes brownish yellow; cere 
yellowish ; abore dirty brown, with many of the feathers ti1Jt 
with reddish white, particularly on the shoulders; front, c11in, 
throat, breast, belly, vent, and a stripe oyer, and another 
below each eye, pale tawny; upper tail coverts pure "·hite; 
under ones tawny; cheeks deep brown. Primary quill feathers 
<lil'ty brown; the inner vanes towards quills "·ith alternate 
white and brown transverse broad bands; secondaries uni­
form dirty bro,rn. Tail even; the three outermost feathers 
of each side marked by broad alternate v.hite and dirty brown 
bands; tips of all the feathers inclinecl to white; legs and 
toes yellow ; claws lJlack. Length from bill to base of tail 
eight and a half inches ; length of lutter eight inches. 

Female.---------

Yo1m9.-Above brown, with most of the feathers broadly 
edged aud tipt \\"ith dirty red; front, chin, collarets, and band 
o,·er and under eyes tawny; breast, belly, yent, and thighs 
with reddish brown lougituclinal blotches; inside of wings deep 
chcsnut. Primary quill feathers hlarkish brown, with the 
inner vanes broadly handed trnnwerselv with white. Tail 
11early even, with the three outermost feathers of each sjde 

• South African Commercial Allverti:;cr, for l\Iay 30, 182!>.
3c 
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bro1clly banded brown and reddish tawnv, middle ones brown­
ish black, ,Yith irregular tawny bands o� blotches ; the tips of 
all the feathers reddish white; tarsi and toes yellow; claws 
black. 

_Inhabits Namaqua�and ancl the country _about Oliphant's
Rn·er, a-; "·ell as various parts on the eastern coast of the 
Colony. Of this species I haye only met with two specimens, 
and as Loth of them had the tips of many of the feathers on 
the back, of a (:olor distinctly differing from the preYailing 
one, I am !]isposed to consider neither of them as birds �r­
rived at complete maturity. I should not be surprised if far­
ther obi-enation may c-nalile us to idcntifr this with the last 
described species. • 

Crnc'Gs AcoLI. 
Falco Acoli, 

pl. 31. 

11·1ffc r11!h. Leeu1ccrhr,u1g,:r. 
D,wdi11, Shau:. L'.\.coli, Le T-aill,lllf, tom. I, 

C. supr,1 C(N11!co-grise11s, wl,tus suualbid11s pcctore, ali(lo-
minc et fenwribus nigro lineal is. · · 

,llale.-Bill horn-colorecl tow�r<ls hase, bluish Uack towards 
tip; eerc red; Pyes oran_ge red; color of plumage aLoye pale 
bluish gray; beneath "·l1itish, ,Yith the breast, lielly, and 
thighs, finely rayed transwrsely "·ith hlack: lio<ly slender; 
legs long; tail lll'arly ew11, and of a dirty t,row11ish "·hite 
tint; shafts re<ldi�h brown; legs ar:tl toes yellowish ; claws 
black. 

f'e11wl1:.-A third larger than the male, aucl the ccre of a 
less deep red. 

This specii:s, according to Le Cail!unt, O(Tlll'S in Zwartlaud, 
and about the Twentv-four Hiyers. It feeds upon mice, rats, 
lizard,, &c. has a qni°ck flight, an!l co11m1011ly suars alo11g close 
to the g10unrl, oYcr cultiYatcd lands and sal](ly de,;erts. The 
male arnl female arc for the most part ch:-erYed together; 
all(l th.-: latter constructs her nest in small Lushes, and lays 
four dirty white oval eggs. 

0.11s.-Ha':i1w neyer met. ,Yith this hirrl nw�elf, I include it 
solely upon the° authority of the naturalist ji°1st fluoted, whose 
imperfect clc�cription I ha Ye introclucecl; ancl, g1 Pat as the 
aut!torit\· is, I cannot refrain from stating- a do1!ht as to the 
cxi,;teuc�' of such a species: heing <lispos;cl to consider it as 
the Accipiter ;.fu,-icus, immediately before moulti11g. 

Crncc;;: RA-:-:IYORl"S. llchror�ranger of the Colonists. 
Falco RaniYorns, Daw/in, Shml'. Le Grenouillard, Le 

Vdillant, tom. l, pl. 22. 

C . .su11ro. 1,rwrn,;us, rubro-aluo variegatus, lwmcris 11i9ro-bnrn-
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neo, ferrugineo et alba 11otalis; s11l1l11sferrugine11s cauda,fasciis 
lransversis, ni9ro-br111111eis cl !Jriscis; tars is fla1,is; ro�lro nigro. 

1lfole.-Bill black, with a shade of yellow on lower mandi­
ble near base; eyes and cere yellow; ·front and crown brown, 
varied with tawny; hack of neck and interscapulars dirty dark 
brown, the feathers edged with pure or reddish white; back 
and rumv brown, with tawny tips; upper tail conrts ferru­
ginous and brown, with whitish tips ; shoulders mottled <lark 
Llackish brown, ferrng-inous and pure white; cervical collar 
blackish brown and white; chiu, throat, aud breast dirty 
brown, the feathers edged au<l tipt with dirty reddish white. 
Primary and secondary wing coverts blackish hrown, ,vith 
gray transverse bands; primary quill featl1ers with tl1e outer 
vanes marked by altem:ite transverse hands of deep hoary 
gray and brownish black; inner ,vith a consiclerahle propor­
tion of bluish gray, n1riegated hy partial transve1=se blackish 
bands, and the inner edge of vaues, towards quills, clear 
white; towards tips, the feathers all nearly uniform brownish 
Mack; secondaries l 1rown and deep 1,luish gray, in alternate 
trausverse hands; inuer edges of inner vanes white. Tail

with about fiyc blackish brown transverse bands, aucl with si:x 
deep bluish gray ones, besides bluish gray tips to all the 
feathers. In many of the feathers, more particularly the 
lateral ones towards quills, there is a strong tinge of chesnut. 
Legs '.lnd toes yellow; claws black. Length from bill to base 
of tail nine inches ; length of latter nine inches. 

Female.-Thc colors are rather less bright, but in other 
respects resembles the male. 

This species is found about marshy situations, over the 
greater part of South Africa. In those it skims along close 
to the reeds, rusl1es, or long grass with ,vhich they are gene­
rally more or less supplied, and feeds on mice, rats, lizards, 
and such like animals as resort to these damp situations. It 
builds its nest sometimes on trees or hushes in the Yieinity of 
marshes, hut more commonly on the ground, amougst the 
luxuriant Yegetation of those s1)ots. The nest is formed ex­
ternally of dried twigs or rushes; inte1:nally of hair, ,mo!, &c., 
and it lays three or four white eggs. 

Crncus LE V,uLL:\NTII. 

�• • .fru11le rcrtir:e nuclw, rt·JTice el 11ectore al!Jis au! f11fro­
all1ts; dorso l1ru11uco; !Jltflure a/.;<lomii1r r111e, suu-f,.,!'ruyineis; 
r.nucla brw111c1t Ji1sr:iis tra,tsu:rsis sul,fu!ris raricgata; roslro
ni9ro; tarsis ccra ct oculis flew is. 

11/a/c.-Bill black; base uf lower mandible yellow ; front, 
chiu, napl', cervix, aml part of breast, wl1ite or reddish white ; 
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tl1e featliers of the neck and nape each with a spot of brown 
at tip,; intersc:ipulars and back dirty brown; upper tail 
coverts brown, ,Yith the tips pale tawny; throat, sides of 
neck, awl anterior part of hrea-;t blacki:sh brown; flanks, 
l1clly, thighs, and yent reddish brown, inclined to dirty ferru 
gi11011s ; shoulders yariPgated brown and pale tawny; inside 
of wings dark tawny, spotted with brown. Primary and secon­
dary wing coyerts bro"·n, with tawny tips ; primary quill 
feathers dark hrown, with the exception of the greater part of 
the inner Yanes, towards quills, which are light tawny, yarie­
gatecl by longitudinal waved dusky lines; secondaries simi­
larly colored. Tail nearly enn, nark brown, with the three 
outermost feathers of each side distinctly marked by transverse 
interrupted tam1y bands; centre ones with indistinct light 
colored bands on inner Yanes; ti1>s of all the feathers tawny. 
Leg-s and toes greenish yt'lluw; claws black. Leugth from 
bill to base of tail ten and a half inches; length of latter eight 
inches. 

Female.-"\Vith the exception of being a little larger, she 
exactly resembles the male. 

Young.-1''hen it kaYes the egg, it is coYerr.d "·ith a white 
down, that in time is succecdtd hy an uniform dark brown 
plnmage, which is only yery slightly yariegated by some 
strcab of bright tawny al,ont the chin, front, and anterior 
erlg-es of shoulders. The brown of the upper parts is dark 
an�l clear; that of the lo,,·er rccldi�:!1 brown or ferruginons. 

·Tail fo:tthers nearly uniform lJrown, with ta,my tips, and some
similarly colored spots towards quills. Bill blackish blue,
with the lower mandible yellow at !Jase. Legs and toes dirty
yellow.

This bird is met ,Yith about t11e sandy flats near Cape Town,
as well as in low marshy or clamp situations along both the
southern and ,Yesteru coasts. On account of its habitats and
manners, it has generally been considered as identical with
the last described species; Lut its constant all(l i1wariable
characters proYe it to l,e a se11arate a11J i11depen<le11t oue.
This is eYidcntly the same species as is ol,scurely deseribcd by
Le Vaillant, and stated hy him to liaYC been procured near
Algoa Bay. ;f; 

Ohs.-The bands on the tail are much more distinct in some
specimens than iu others, :rnd :ippear sometimes on all the
feathers, at othtr times ouly on the inner vanes of the middle
ones. In some examples the ,Yhite of the fro11t, llape,
cen-ix, a11cl breast, is clear and abundant, ,Yl1ilst in others it is
scarcely distinguishal,le.

-.;, Ilistoire N.itnrclle clt•s Ois�e:iu d'Afriqnr, tom. I, p. 97. 
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• STIRPS. MILVINA.

Rostrum mediocre a basi subaduncum. Cauda furcata. 

GENUS. ELANUS. 

389 

Rostrum mediocre debile, com- I Bill moderately long, lreal:, 
1,ressum. Tarsi breres semi- and compresse.d . Tarsi short, 
plumati. Acrotarsfo reticulata. I half feathered. Acrotarsia. 
Ungues media excepto interne I reticulated. Claws, with the 
rotundi. Remex 2r111s. /0119issi- exception of the middle one, 
mus; Imus. et 2dus. fortiter in- 1 rounded. Second wing feather 
terne emarginatus. 1 the longest ; first and second 

, strongly emarginate. 

ELANUS 1\IEL.\NOPTERUS, Leach. Witte Spervel of tl1e Colonists. 
Elanus Caesius, Sai:igny.-Falco Melanopterus, Daud.-Le

Blac, Le Vaillant, pl. 36 and 37. 
E. plw,zbeus, s11btus albidus, remigibus nigricantibus; rostro

lmmerisque, nigris; ca11da subalbida; pedibus, cera que jlavis, 
oculis rubris. 

ilfale.-Bill black; cere yellow; eyes red ; front and eye= 
brows white; crown and buck of neck light blui:!!h gray ; in� 
terscapulars, back, rump, and scapulars, bluish gray; shouldeP 
jet black; chin, throat, bre�st, belly, yent, and inside of wings 

' Jmre ,vhite. Primary and secondary ,Ying coyerts bluish gray, 
with the edges of inner ;-anes white, and some of the feather::, 
distinctly tipt with that color; primary quill feathers dusl;:y, 
hoary gray, shaded towards tips ,Yith reddish bro,vn; secon-
1!aries bluish gray. Tail slightly forked, pale bluish white, 
with the outer yane of each feather faintly tinted with purple 
near tip; Yanes dark reddish brown; legs and toes yellow; 
cl::nvs black. Length from liill to base of tail six and a half 
inches ; length of latter five inches. 

Femnle.-Size rather exceeding that of the male, al'd the 
tolor of the-plumage less deep. 

Young.-Bill black; base of under mandible4 and the part 
of the upper one adjoining it, yellowish; front reddish white; 
•ro\,·n an� Lack of ueck du.,ky,. slightly rnriega!ed "·ith nry
,me redclish tawny streaks; mtt:rscapulars dirty blacki!'h

ue, with fine reddish white tips; Lack uniform dusky blufJ; 
·apulars dirty l,lacki,,h blue, "·ith a tinge of brown, and 

l,roarlly tipt with impure "·hite; shoulders black, many of the 
tht:rs fai1_:tly tipt with white. Prim�ry an� sc�onda."ry_ wing

eovcr.s IJl.m;J1 g·rny, many of tl1cm with white tips; pnnmr;· 
1'-ing- feathrrs blackish Linc with white tips; secondaries with 
n•ddish wh:te ti1,s. Chin and throat white; breast and belly
J'l'le tawny or r1idl reddish "·hite; thighs white. Tail a pale 
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dusky, hoary blue, with shades of brown; part of edges of 
inner yanes "·hite; tips of feathers white or reddish tawny; 
legs and to_es yellow ; . cla,ws black. 

This bird is found throughout the whole of South Africa ; 
but is particularly ahLndant along the we5tern coast, and in 
the country aliout the T"·enty-four RiYers, and the Piquet­
berg. It frequently resorts to the habitations of the farmers, 
and proYcs highly destructiYe to their poultry. It builds its 
nest in the clefts of trees ; lines it inside ,Yith down and 
feathers, and lays from four to fi,·e ,vhite eggs. 

GENUS. l\IILVUS. 

Rostrum mediocre, debile su- Bill moderately long, weak, 
p'me suba11g11lare. .Narcs ob- 1 and subangular abo\·e. Nostrils 
liqu«' elliptica:. Tarsi brei·es. I oblic1ue, elliptical. Tarsi short. 
Acrofarsia scutellata. .Ala: '.Acrotarsia scutellatc. \Yiugs 
lo11gissimm. Reme.\· ,-ltias. loil- • very long. Fourth quill the 
[[issimus; crmda furcala. longest. Tail forked. 

MIL\TS P.AR.ASITICt:S. Kuikend111f of the Colonists. 
Le parasite, Le Vailfant Ois d'-1.fi·ifj lll!, tum. 1, pl. 22. 
J[. capitc collo711e cinaeo-fusci�, 11igro li,zcatis; clorso el 

h1w1cris Ji1.s1:i.,·; m,;nfo ct g11tturc longituclinu!ita striatis subalbo 
<:I nigro; pccfnre ct abdo1:1i,11c s11l,ji_·rrugi11cis striis 11i9ris rr1rie-
9atis. 

Jfo/e.-Bill ancl ccre yellow; ens chrk hro,Yn; liead and 
neck pale t::nniy, ,Yith dal'h feath�r marked in the centre by 
a longitudinal l,lack or 1-•lae:ki�h l1roY;u streak which includes 
the shaft; interscapular�, back, tail coyerts, and shoulders 
hrown, each feather tipt with a lig·liter tint; chin and throat 

...._ 11trcaked lougiturlinally with l,rown and dirty \Yhite; breast 
and belly dirty dull rufous, with :i narrow stripe of black 

- along the centre ot each feather; under tail co\"erts :rncl
'thighs rufous; vrirnary and :;econdary ,Ying CO\'erts blackish

brown, with light tips. Primary ,Ying fe:ithers bhll:k, mottled 
slightly with ,d1ite on inuer Yanes towards quills ; �econclaries 
bro\\·n, with the inner Yanes crossed hy indistinct dusky 
bands, outer Yanes sometimes of as dmb· a hue as the bands. 
Tail slightly forked, red<li�h brown, \Yith ·eight or nine narrow 
blackish transyersc l1arnls, r.nd the tips of all the feathers 
reddish white: the bantls are most di::-tinet on the inner vanes, 
and below, on both, they arc much more eyiJcnt than above, 
being there black and ne.arly pme white; legs and toes yellow; 
cla,ys black. Len�·th from bill to ha�e of tail eleyen inches 
and a half; length of latter eight aml a half. 

Fcmafr.-"\Vith the exception of the rufous color bdng less 
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clear, the female, in most other respects, resembles the male; 
and there is not the great difference in size that occurs in 
many others of the family. 

Yowzg.-Bill hlack towards tip, light horn-colored at base; 
cere yellowish; irides brown; head and neck brown, with all 
the feathers broadly tipt with reddish white or tawny yellow; 

' back brown, with the feathers tipt with tawny yellow or pale 
rufous ; sl10ulders varied brown and tawny, with a longitudi-
nal blackish streak along the centre of each feather; chin 
with longitudinal streaks of black and dirty tawny; breast 
with the feathers black in their centres, then tawny, and on 
the edges dirty rufous, the tips are also tawny; under tail 
coverts light tawny rufous; thighs with the centres of the 
feathers light brown, and the edges somc'1.hat rufous. Pri­
mary and secondary wing coverts dark brown, tipt with tawny; 
primary wing feathers black, and the inner edges of inner 
vanes near quills much mottled with wl1ite, tips tawny rufous; -­
secondaries blackish brown, indistinctly bande<l with dusky 
black, and all tipt with tawny. Tail grayish brown, ·with nine 
or ten blackish oblique transverse barnls, an<l each feather 
broadly tipt ,vith tawny; below the colors appear black and 
grayish white ; legs and toes dull yellow; claws black. ·when 
it leaves the egg it is cowred with a grayish down. 

It feeds upon young chickens and other small birds, as well 
as carrion, and in search of such it evinces much courage, 
sometimes carrying them away from almost the very doors of 
farm-houses. It belongs to the migrating class of birds, and only 
spends the hot months of the summer in South Af1 ica. During 
that period it is found very generally distributed over the 
whole colony, as well as over the country both to tlie north­
ward and eastward of it, ancl usually resorts daily to the 
neighbourhood of inhahitecl places between the hours of ten 
and four. It breeds during its temporary residence; and 
"builds its nest commonly upon trees or rocks, but, when 
possible, prefers bushes in the neighbourhood of marshes, and 
lays four eggs spotted with reddish." 

Obs.-Though Temminck has set this bird clown as identi­
•l with the European species, yet I have no hesitation in 
Tiewiug it as quite distinct. The bill of the South African 
\ird is invariahle fine yellow, and that, with many other less 
evident differences, which will, doubtless, be more clearly 
discovered by persons who possess good opportunities of com­
,aring specimens of both countries, appears to me to warrant 
the conclusion. 
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The following species has heen met with since tho!.e of t11c 
genus to "·hich it belongs werP. described: 

FALCO Cu,·rERII. 
F. s11bc1rntlc11s, g11ll11re, albo; pccto,c cl zwr!e anlcriore ab­

domi11is n1bro-albis, maculis 11igris, lougit/l(li11alilms ;iotalis; 
part<; pos�rriorc abdomiuis, crisso ct (emoribus, ferrngineis; 
tarsis jlavis. 

Abo,·e gr.1yish hlue, ,Yith the shafts of many of tl1e feathers 
black ; a transyerse black hand ur blotch beneath each e,·e; 
chin and front of neck white ; breast an<l anterior part- uf 
belly reddish ,Yhite, and variegated 1,y manr lungitu<linal 
Llack blotches ; hinder part of belly, vent, under tail co,erts, 
and thighs deep chesnut or ferrugiuous. Primary and secon­
dary wing coyerts deep grayish blue ; primary aud secondary 
quill feathers bluish black, the im1er vanes banded trans­
versely, towards quills, with light ta,rny. Tail somewhat 
rounded, the two middle feathers about an inch longer than 
either of the others, somewhat pointed, and of a gra)�ish blue 
color; the outer ,anes, a11d a narrow line oYer each eye, tawny 
uhite; base of bill blui:,h white ; tip hlack. Tar.;i and to�s 
yellow; claws black. Leugth from bill to base of tail seven 

• inches; length of tail six inches.
The specimen, of which the foregoing- is the description,

was obtained in Cafferland, near to the Kai ni,-cr, and is said
to be not unfrequent there.

AccIPITEit Rt'FIYEXTRIS, ncle page 23]. 

At the time that the description of this bird n-as prepared, 
I ltad not (it now appears) seen a full grown specimen. "'hen 
the plumage of maturity is attained, it is aboYe of u clark 
slate color, and below white, closely banded on the thro:1t, 
breast, and belly, by reddish brown transyerse lines. T:.c tajl 
is dusky brown, ,Yith four broad trans,·ersc blackish J..an<ls, 
and two or more blotches or partial trans\·erse broad \\·bite 
lines on the inner Yanes of sc,·cral of the central feathers. 

(To be co11tinuecl.J 




