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1ibstract of a .Tuurnal kept at t!te Jllmrritius, of !hr 
Barnmetrical 1'lovements during the Hurricane of tJ,,, 

·23d Febrziary, 1824.

THE weather, for the greater part of this month (February), 
harl been \'er_y stormy, though not unusually so f.,r the season 
of the year, as, during· this period, which is the rainy, and in 
<'ommon language called the hurricane season, the island is 
constantly liable to severe gales, and storms of tlrnndr.r and 
lightning. In them, however, there is scarcel_v an_y nuiation 

b
in !l�e di_r.�cti?•� _of_ th_e_,�·ind, or any sensible alteration in the 

arometer. . ..
J.'rom the l 8th to the 22d, it Liew a succession c,f short 

g·ales, seldom co11tinuin�- beyond G or 8 hours, with constant 
rain, and frequent thuuder storms. The barometer, however, 
on which alone e,·cry reliance may Le placed on these occa­
sions, as to the threalPnecl dang·er, was but slightly affected, 
-nor did it indicate by its tardy movements, any sudden
chang-c. lb extreme \'ariation having never exceeded one­
tenth below its usual sta11darcl. There were yet at this pc·­
riorl, !nany indications of a coming storm :-The air was op­
pre!--i,n·e,-thc sky was heav_y and gloomy,-the mountain� 
were e11,·clo1wd in doucls,-ancl the sea rolled he,n i)y in on 

. the coast, with much noise. 



114 1Ju.rn111ffri,:al .!llol'NJlents. ,s·c. 

During the night of the 22<l, the wind increased in a ,·er:, 
sensible degree; the squalls or gusts became more frequent : 
the rain ,ms incessant, and with, at times, l'ivid lightning. 

The barometer was also obsen:e<l lo ha,·e fallen one-tenth 
and a half on the morning of the 23d; at 6 A. :'.\I. it stood at 
2fl<? !l'. Soon after this the hurricane was declared, and the 
following is_ an abstract from a meteorological journal kept 
dnririg jts continuance ... • • - . , , , . . . - , • • 

Date. Hour of Barom� Wind. ti••·. Day. etcr. Weather. 
ZM frh. (i A, �I. 28" 9' S. E. !Hain drizzling.- Wind in strong gusts. 
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S. E. Steady -Squall� stron;er and more fre-
t quent.· . . • • • • , • • S. E. .'\Inch increased, some Yery hard gu�ts. Rain consta·nt. • , • • about E. Very violent.-Jt<; effects now apparent, - · · , I Trees, houses, &c. falling. . .E. Gmts, with scarcely any intermission.-Rain hard; salt to taste throughoutthe gale.E. No amendment. E. SeHral very hard �quails during the Ja�t hour: lattP.rly,not so frequent. Thick 1 fog appears.E. j\Vind nearly the same in strength; _gusts . Iese; frequ�nt. Rain ceased. Fog con­tinues dense. The whole atmosphere 
1 ofa fiery red colour. -- Xearly calm. Fog Ie,, den�e. No rain. 

N.toN\Vj1'1oc1erate bref"ze� • • ·' • N,\V. Frrshen�,--latterly, \I ith several hard 
I squalls, with rain. Fog disappeared. N; • iUuch incrciis�d. • • • • • • . ,·ariahlc 

\V. lxrarl) a, l"inlt-nt as at any prriod of the 
I day. 

\Y. Squalls, in �trength undi1uiui,hell: notI so frequent. , • • • ' i\JY. 
1
Gale seu,ibly less; strength and fr!!­qu1mcy of squalls also kss; ram . ccased,and weather looks more settled. NW \Gradually decrcassng . . During the night subsided -into a plea-sarit breeze at '. "'· 

The situation at which these observations were made, wa.., 
at an elevation of 900 feet above the le\·el of the sea. 

The thermometer, during the whole of the gale, stood at 7:3''. 
Greatest range of thermometer in Fchruary, H,::?J, - l3Q Average heat at noon-day, , • - ; 8.3 Number of tlays rain, - 21 Do. thunder aml lightnmg, - ,Io Hamhows, 5.--Luuar, 8. 




