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Abstract of e Jowrnal kept af thesMauiitius, of the
BarometricalMovements during the Hurricane of the
'23d" Febiary, 1824.

THE weather, for the greater part of this month (February),
had been very storm_‘,, though not unusually so fur the season
of the year, as, during this period, which is the rainy, and in
common language called the hurricane scason, the island is
constantly liable to severe gales, and storms of thunder and
lightning. In them, however, thereis scarcely any variation
in the tllrectlon of the wind, orany sensible alteration in the
barometer. -

From the 18th to the 22d, it blew a succession of short
gales, seldom continuing bey ond G or 8 hours, with coastant
rain, and frequent thunder storms. ‘The barometer, howes er,
on which alone every reliance may be placed on these occa-
sions, as to the threatened danger, was but slightly affected,
—nor did it indicate by its tar(l_y movements, any sudden
change. Its extreme variation having never cxceeded one-
tenth below its usual standard.  There were yet at this pe-
riod, many indications of a coming storm :—The air was op-
pressive,—the sky was heavy and gloomy,—the mountaing
were enveloped in clouds,—and the sea rolled heavily in an
~ the coast, with much noise.
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During the night of the 22d, the wind increased in a very
sensible degree; “the squalls or gusts became more fnequent
the rain was incessant, and wnth at times, vivid lightning.

The barometer was also observed to have fallen one-tenth
and a half on the morning of the 23d; at 6 A.w. it stood at
282 9’. Soon after this the hurricane was declared, and the
following is an abstract from a meteorolomcaljournal l-mpt

during 1ts continuance. .. R
Date. |Hour of | Barom-| Wind. ‘| Weather.
Day. | eter.
234 Feh.| 6 A.n1., 280 @ S.E. 'Rain drizzling.— Wind in strong gusts.
M. 9 — 1928 8 S.E. Steady —Squalls stronfver and? more fre-
i ) - quent.’ : :
10 — | 28 7 S.E. |Much mcreased some very llard ”'usb i
‘ Rain constant.
12 —— 1 28 5 fabout E.Very violent.—Its effects now appa-reut,
; ] ~' - | . Trees, houses, &c. falling. . ..
{1 Bar 98 8 E. Gusts, with scarcely any mtermlsswn —
! Rain hard; salt to taste throughout
i the gale.
| 2—125 1 E. |Noamendment.
3— 27 9 E.  [Several very hard squalls during the last
‘ hour: latterly,not so frequent Thick
{ fog appears.
4 — |[station-| E. 'Wind nearly the same instrength; gusts
. | ary. l less frequent. Rain ceased. Fog con-
' tinues dense, The whole atmosphere
| ' of a fiery red colour.
g— 2 9 Nearly calin. Tog less dense. No rain.
5 —- | 28 0 Nto\'WH\loderate brecze.
6 — |28 1 N.W. TFreshens,—latterly, with several hard
! | squalls, with rain. Fog disappeared.
7 =128 '3 N, ' [Much increased. i A
73— | —— |variable
S — 1 28 3% W, \'(:]'lrl) as violent as at any period of the
' a
lg — 128 5 W.  Squalls, instrength undummshcd not
| | so frequent. : :
104 |28 7 | N.W. Gale sensibly less; strength. and fre-
| quency . of squalls also Iess; rain
! ceased,andweather looks more settled.
12— |28 8 | N.W. Graduall decrecassng.
.Dunntr tl}xe night subsided .into a plea-

! | | |, sant breeze at N. W,

The situation at which these observations were made, was
at an elevation of 900 feet above the level of the sea.

The thermometer,during the whole of the gale, stood at 73°.

Greatest range of thermometer in February, 1824, - 139
Average heat at noon-day, B - e gty R
Number of days rainy, | - . - = 3 A, =geel
Do. thunder and lightning, - 40 s - - Ao

Raiobows, 5.——Lunar, 8. ,






