
Local Intelligence .4(j3 

In the instance which gave ri�e to-his investigation, the master of a family 
vurcha,ed a ham-pie at a pastry-c:ook's in Paris; and the whole family ·ate 
the rveat of the pie the �amc clay, and the crust 011 the following day. 
Three hours after di:mer the master of the house was seized with genC'fal 
uneasiness, followed by cold sweats1 shivering·, violent pain in the stomach, 
and frequent vomiting, then with burning thirst, extreme tcndrrne�s of the 
belly, so that the weight of th<> heel-clothes conld scarcely be borne, profuse 
purging, and cbolic of extreme violence. His daw;hter, twen'ty-�eveu years 
of age, and a child nine years old, were similarly attacked. A physician, 
who wa� called to their as,i�tancc soon after they were taken ill, drew a 
minute report of the symptoms in each of his patients, an,l declared that 
they had a violent inflamation of the stomach, which he was inclined tn 
ascribe to natural verdigris, or the carbonate of copper ha,·ing- lwen com­
municated by the pastry-cook's moulds. In a few days all three indivi­
duals recovered under an antiphlogistic treatment. About the same pcrio,l 
several accidents of the like nature occurred among- the customPrs of thi..; 
JJastry-cook; and in con�equence a judicial invc,tigation was orderer!. The 
shop beins- properly inspecte,1, it was found that every operation was con­
tlucted with clue attention to cleanliness. l\Il\J. Olivier and Barrucl were 
appointed to analizc the remains of the meat which poduced the cases fir,t. 
mentioned, as well as the al vine discharge-; of the child. The al vine <lis­
<:harges had a leek-"'rcen colour, and were not fcctirl, neither was any 
("hange of colour protlucr.d by the same reagent after the fluid wa,, filtered. 
Th!! remains of Uie pie had become mouldy. The meat and paste were �c­
parately examined. The contact of snlphurcttel�-hydrogen did not pro­
duce any change of colour in either. ,vhen they were incinerated in a cru­
dhle, and tlJP. rrsidue treated with diluted nitric acid, the filtered liquid 011 

being neutralize,! with ammonia, rlid not give any precipitate with frrruey­
anate of potass, or with sulphurretted-hvdrogen, and did not. become blue 
with ammonia. Another pnrtion of the· remains of the pie was treatcrl with 
a!cohol and a few drop� of acetic acid, and the alcoholic solutions were 
evaporated to the volume of half-a-drachm. The residue was a�itated with 
four times its ,•olumc of distille,1 water, filtered and e,·aporate<l, and ,Ji,_ 
-;olved again in water. This solution was not affected by sulphuretted­
hydrog-cn or by nitric acid. These experiments furnish ample proof that 
the pie did not. contain a trace of r:rsenic, copper, antimony, or lead. The 
only conclusion, therefore, ,vhich l\I. Olivier conccin·d it possible to draw, 
was, that the ham had in some way or �nother acquired tl/C poisonoa� i'r<J­
perties sometimes remarked in German sausages, chc1.:,c, an,! ham. 
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