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PROCEEDINGS OF TIIC -='L\.TURAL IHSTORY SOCIE TY 
OF THE l\IAUIUTIUS. 

October 5, 1830.-The Society, after having- tlurin� a ycr,t 
liclc.l its sittin�s in the house of .i\1 r. C. Telfair, President, met 
this day, for the first time, in an appartment of the Roy,d Col­
lcg-e, prepared for it. The Secretary presentc<l a variety of 
works, as donations from various sources, to commence the 
basis of a Library.

l\Ir. C. Telfair presented a case of minerals arrnn�c<l accord­
ing to the metho<l of lbiiy; Dr. Lyall presented mi11erals of 
different countries, wi1h a catalogue; The Ile\', D. Johns, in 
1\Iu<lo�ascar, sent several �p(•ci111ct1s of the produce of tanneries 
cstabhshctl in that jgJancl; ;\Jr. J. De,:janlins prc�rnlt'd l.'iO 
colcopterous insects, forming •10 species, clerivccl from the col­
lection of Ctc. Oijf'on, and named by thal skilful cntomolo;.;ist; 
Ma<l<:• Farag-uet an<l l\Ja<lllc. Durand, presented fi ,;ures of the 
fruits of the colony. 

l\Tr. Farag-uct exhibited n m:ip of Tong-atahoo, wl1crc 11<', iri 
his ,·isit in the Astrolabe, nrarly fell n victim to the pc•1 fid_r (,f 
the inh,,bitants; lie being- the yn11th who was carric<l oil' by• 
them. 

l\lr. Dcsjanlins rc;1tl a notice of a grey Ct1ckoo (Cuculus Ca­
norus. Lin.) killed in the district of Flacc1, This is the 
srcon1l instance in which this sp1�cics, which certainly comes 
from l\fad:ig-ascar, has been obscrveu in this island. 

A letter was read from Capt. Pole, IL N. proposing- a new 
method of moving steam-ships, which was committed to l\Ir. 
Faraguet to report thereon.

l\Ir. L. Bouton read a notice respecting various r:rrors cur­
rent in rcg-ar<l'to the Botany of l\lauritius, all11cli11g- p:nticularlv 
tu_ an ar�icle in the Voyage of La Coquille, an<I to ccrtai�1 

1111-;l;ik( s Jn thP. Dictio:wirr r[cs S�irnccs Na f11rrllr. 
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'.\Ir. E. l.ie11arll re all a nntic:t� of a vr::;eto-animal sulist:111rc•, 
,1·_liich lie conct'ivcll to belong- to the 11umerow:1 �cous of Alcyo-
11111111. 

;\Ir. .J. Lien a rd tlcscribed one of the Crustacl'cl', of the genus 
Po<lophthalm11s. It is common on the shores. 

Novclllhcr 9.- �cwral books wc:rc presented to the Society. 
Tl1ere were c.lrctc<l-us an Onlinary .:\I ember, l\Ir. Dowland of 
the !\Iauritius: antl, as Corrcspondc11t:;, ;vJcssrs. ;\I, Sanzicr of 
Bourl>o11; Professor riooker, lilasg-ow; N. Vig-ors, Secretary 
to the Zoolog-ir. Society, London, G. Don, Librnrian to the 
Linncan S(lciety, Lontlon; A<l. Urou::;niart, D.l\1.P.; Vic. /\u­
dcuin, D.:'\1.P.: l\1ilne E<louar<ls, D.1\1.P.; Adrian Fussicw of 
Paris; Robert Darclay, Oury-hill, London. 

l\Tr. J. Desjardins reacl rcmnrks on two chapters of the 
l'o!Jfl:JC de l' Urnnie, relating- to the r,Iauritius. 

Dr. I.y:111 e:-.hiLitcrl Sir II. Davy':; Safety Lamp, accompanied 
by verbal remarks; and also, an Apparatus for rapid cookin� 
t,f foo1l, i11 which he drcssetl in less than three minutes, a beef-
steak, in presence of the Society. 

Capt. Longmore commuuicated a drawing of the fruit of the 
\'acqna (Panclanus.), which is common iu our forests. 

l\lr. Ch. Telfair 1lepositcd with the Society, an extract of a 
lcltcr from Councillor Schreiber, to Professor \V, Bojer, V, P. 
dated at Vienna, 12th June, 18:!0, which was sent, accom­
panied by a gold rne1lal and n <lonatio11 of I 000 piastres, as n 
testimony of the hig-h estr.cm which His Majesty thr. Emperor 
or Austria entcrtainl'd for the zeal and ocrp1ircme11ts of l\lr. 
Dojcr. 

Dec. 7.-Thcre was admitted as l\lcmber, Mr . .J. ll. Uarry, 
Professor of Greek in the Collc(J'c of Mauritius; a1rcl, as Cor­
rrspollllcnls, Sir John .Jamrso';,, Dr. Ii. Nisbet, Sir \V. E. 
Parry, !\fr. F. E. Gut'·rin, Mr. Achille llichnrd. 

i\lr . .J. Dcajar<lins reporletl, tha.t he liacl received notice that 
Daron Cuvier ha<l ordcr�d a bust of himself to be prepared for 
the purpose of l,ci11b preseute<l to the Natural llistory Society 
or the l\lauritius; and that this illustrious Naturalist had read 
in the Institute, � memoir relating to n note from l\lr. J. Des­
jardins, on bones which he conceived to belong to the Didus
i11rpl11s, (the Douo,) and which were being compared with those 
in the llritish Museum. 

1\Ir, Farag-net continued his observations on the Machinery 
proposed hy Capt. Pole, for the movement of steam-ships. 

l\Ir. L. Doutou, nfter h:nin� pr(sentcd to the Society the 
Fs�rr?t nn the Family f![ 1 lwlassinphy to, liy Lamn11ro11x 1 an<l the 
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/l!onograph of the Orchidia: of the Isles of France and Bourbon, 
by Ac. llichanl, made a rcporl ancl culogium upon lhis !alter 
work; and submillcd observations on the species grou,,ing in 
l\1aurilius, which 1\Ir. Ac. lticharu had had no opportunity of 
seeing and examining. He intimated l1is opinion, in opposition 
to that of Richard, that the Botany of the Mauritius presents 
closer rrlations with that of the African Continent, than the 
Indian Archipelago: that this resemblance, howc,·er, extends 
not to the Soulhern extr�mity of Africa, but only to the tropi­
cal part of the continent opposite to the Mauritius, and particn­
larly to the coast of Zanguebar, which has been visited by Mr. 
Dojer. 

.l\f r. J. Desjardins read a detailed description and historical 
remarks, on two points on the 8outhern coast of l\lauritius, viz. 
The S011.ffleur or lllontagnc Cltaour, and the Trou Gallet. He 
read also a description of a fish of the genus Scrranas, and 
exhibited a specimen. He noticed also thr�c other memoirs, 
which he deposited in the a.chives of the Society, viz. l. A 
notice of the Cliaranson of 1\Iauritius, ( Curculio striga. Fabr.) 
hclongin� to the genus 11/encrlius of Schornherr. 2. A notice 
of two Asteriac, viz. Astcrias cliscoidca (Lamarck), nncl A. Loe­
vigata (L::nnarck). 3. A notice of the Tanrec (Erinaccus se­
tosus. Cuv.), an<l particularly of a specimen entirely re.cl, _ 
found at Flacq. 

Dr. Lyall nnnounccd his intention to lecture on the Prepara­
tion of Sugar, and the processes by which it is re11clercd 
markct,hle. Ile also proposetl that a selection shoulcl be 
made from the memoirs in their possession, for the purpose of 
being printed. 

January 11, 1831.-l\Ir. C. Telfair, Prcsi<lcnt, preseutc<l to 
the Society, in the name of I1 is Excellency the Governor Sir C. 
Cul ville, J. Tiso Transactions of the Hoyal Asiatic Society of 
Grcnt Britain nnd Irelancl, vols. i. & ii.' 2. A Catalogue of 
the Books in the R. A. S. Library, J.onclon. 3. A ltcl'ort of 
the Proceedings of the third Annual l\leeting of the Subscribers 
to the Oriental Translation Fund; and the Heport of the Com­
mittee, London, I 830. 4. Report of the Committee of Cor­
respondence of the R. A. S. of Great Britain ancl lrelancl, 
London, 1829. It was resol\'ed, to transmit to His Excellency, 
the Meteorologic Observations made at Port Louis in 1827, 
l 8_29, 1830, by Mr. L. Geoffroy ; . the Observations of 1828
bemg alre�<ly inser!ed in the Transactions o_f thl.! ll. ,(',.- �ociety.

The Society received from the South African Inst1tul1on, its 
Annual Rcvort for 1830. 

A; Letter ,�as _rrcsentecl from the Secrclnrics of tl1e • SQ_uth
African lnsl1tutio11, of cbte 27th October 1830, nml containiu;; 
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extracts fro1n its minutes, cxprcssin� a resol11tion of tl1e S. A. 
lnstitution, that all .l\fornliers of the Natural Ilistory Society of 
l\Iauritius, who shotild \'isit the Cape of Good llopc, should be 
received as Correspondin� Members of the Institution: ancl 
requesting the privil<'ge of translating and publishing in the 
South Africa� Quarterly Journal, the Annual Report of their 
Proceedings, of which t1'1c Natural History �ociety had sent a 
copy. 

The Society resolved to accede to the request of the S. A. 
Institution, and to announce to it, that its Members should 
c11joy nt the Mauritius, the same privileges as theo conferred 
Ly the Institution at the Cape of Good Hope, oud that copies 
of the Monthly Notices of the Proceedings of the Society 
should be transmitted to the Institution, with a request that a 
similar arrangement might be made by it, in favour of the 
Natural History Society. 

Dr. Lyall presented to the Society, specimens of the plants 
which he had gathered in l\'.Iada�:,.scar. which form the com­
mencement of the Tlerbarium which the Society proposes to 
collect. The specimens arc in a. state of high preservation, 
aull amount to .008, and arc marked i11 a catalognc presented 
along with them; 

Mr. Barry, on his reception as a member, delivered n dis­
course, in whieh he particularly remarked, that the Society, by 
the results of the past year of its existence, had already at­
tracted the notice of many philosophers of other countries; 
Associations of celebrity are already iu correspondence with it; 
ancl that it ha,, received a most flattering testimony, in being 
found worthy of commendation by the must celebrated natu­
ralist of the age, Daron G. Cuvier, who had already favoured it 
by the presentation of several of his works. Mr. Barry then 
procc:cdccl to present some general vicw8 on the subject of 
tnrcstrial refraction, and on sin�ular results whit:!1 have been 
fur :-ometimc rcmarkcll, especially in regard tu tl1c kind of 
1,nowlcdg-e termed Nauscopia. In re�ard to this subject, some 
explanations were given by the President and by Dr. Lyall. 

l\lr. L. Bouton presented a specimen of the Eaglewoo<l or 
Aloewood (Alocxylon agallochum of Loureiro), ancl road a 
historical and descriptive notice of it. 

Mr. Faraguct olTercd somo verbal elucidations in regard lo 
several objects which he had procured during his voyage in 
the Astrolabe, among others, a root of Kava. 

Mr. J. Desjardins rea<l notices of some fishes from the 
North-west coast of Sumatra, and also of two species belong­
ing to the Ocncva Lal.mis an<l Coryphocn,i. 
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l\Ir. Lcquitte of Port Louis, transmittell to the :-:iociety a 

young <log- with Rix feet; and I\lr. Hungerford lloskyns pre­
sented the seeds of a textile plaut from Diego, which Captain 
Pole, of the Maidstone, had employed for tlie fabrication of 
cordage, and found it much superior to that which in Europe is 
made of hemp. 

There wert! elected a� Correspondin;; Members, the Re\·, 
J. A<lamsou, C1pc To.wn; �Ir. C. Desl>assays uf Dourbon;
l\lr. C. Frazer, SiLlney; .l\Ir. Allen Cunning-ham. Sidney; ?llr.
Richard Thomas, Cambri<lg;e University; l\Ir . .l. n.. C. Quay
of Rochefort; and l\lr . Jh. Paul Gaimanl of Toulon.

February 8.-1\Ir. Pril·c, <lirrctor of the Dntanic GJ.rclen at 
Pon<licherry, and 1\1. le l3aron Fcrussac of Paris, were elected 
Corresponding Members. 

Dr. Lyall continued his lecture on the Preparation of Su�ar. 
In asserting- that lime is the best substance to 115c for the clari-
1ication of the syrup, he obsrrved, howcv,rr, that the lime pre­
pared from ma<lrepores :rntl subst:.1.ncL·s known liy the 11ume of 
coral, is little fitted for the purpose, on account of the anim:-\l 
substances contained in them, ·nnd the presence of' sulphate of 
mabnesia, combined with the sc:1 salt, wherewith these masses 
arc, as it were, saturated. lie added, th;1t the li:nc (proloxiJc 
of calceum) oug;ht always to !Jc preserved dry anti L'Xl'lucled 
from the air, on account of its avidity for carliouic a�rd. Lime 
exposed to the air becomes ncutralizt'd, and thus no lon�cr can 
aid in producing- the salts contained in the cane. The li111e tlc­
rivecl from calcareous rocks, such as those met with in l\Iada­
gascar, where there arc found enormous masses of the <'arbo. 

' nate, would answer better. Dr. Lyall sug-gcsteLl, that ships 
from Englantl m igl1 t, as ballast, bri 11 g- t liis stone from Bris Loi, 
and it might be burnt in the islan<l. 

Messrs. Telfair, Dclissc, scnr. and F:1r:1g-11et, made some re­
marks on this snhject. I\Ir. Telfair intimalt.•tl that the Bristol 
lime-stone had already been USt!d in the island, but uotwith-

• standing its acknowlcclg-cd cxccllcncc, it had made 110 great
variation in the quality of the sugar.

Mr. L. Bouton read some obsen·ations on tl1c posthumous
work of I\lr. Thouin, entitled Cour de C1ilturc cl de Naturali:::a�
lion des Vcgetaux. He noticed some (•rrors which haJ crept
into the first �art of this work, which contains a short l1istory
of Agriculture. One of these errors is relative to the state 0't
Cultivation in the Isles of Francc·und Bourbon. l\Ir. Thouin
announces the cultivation of coffl.!c, sui;ar, iudigo, au(l cotton
as the sourc<;:s of wealth to thesl.! colonies. It. i:-, hrmcvcr, th�
cultivatiou of sugar only, which is gq1crally followed .in the
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..:ut1ulry, autl that ol' ir:dig-,, is tc,tally alian<lone<l. l\Jr. Thouin 
;dso mentions the cultivation of a species of vi \·acions ric,·, 
propa;::,ttctl 1,y c11tti11p, whicl1, i11 fact, is the dry rice introu.ucccl 
from Cochin China l>y .\Ir. Poi�re, of which he has reape<l only 
a few crops. i\Ir. Thoui11 asserts als0, that �Ir Ccre ha<l SllC­

cce<lcd ..\tr. ,\ullet in the superintendence of the .r;ar<len at 
Hc<luit, wht:rcas I\lr. Ccre Lad been appoi11ted Director of the 
g-ar<len at P,1mplemousscs. l\lr. Douton terminated his remarks 
with some general views regarding the ag-riculture of tl1e isl.rnd. 

The Secretary read a communication from C�pt. Lon;;rnorc 
of the Royal Staf

f Corps, eontainin� a preamble, a report of 
<late 12th October 1830, a1,d an order of General D'Entrecas­
tcaux, on the 20th April 1788, relative to the erection of two 
111arks in the pl:inc of Fort Blanc, by l\lr. L. Geoffroy; and to 
tlic verification an<l rcpbcement of one of them, after the in­
terval of 52 years. These marks, placed at the distance of 90 l 
toises and � feet, dctcr111ine a base rxactly in the plane of the 
horizon, and serre to connect the Geodesic operations of the 
nstronouwr La Cail le in 17 53, with those which l\lr. L. Geoffroy 
hacl occasion to carry on afterwards. 

l\Ir. Cameron, correspondent at I\hdagascar, transmitted to 
the Society, specimens of minerals, which l\Jr. Delisse aud Dr. 
Lyall were commissioned to examine, a11<l to report on them . 

.'.\lr. J. Desjardins read au an.dysis of the Zoolo�ic depart­
ment in the account of the rn_va�e of l'Urnnic, by l\lr. �1. Quoy 
a11d Gaimard. Ile elucidated especially those passag-es which 
relate to the Mauritius, in the four great classes of \'Crtc!Jrated 
animals. 

The President pres�ritcd to the Society, a.s a donation from 
J\tr. Chaix, a colonist, I. The Traite sur !cs p11its Artesicns, by 
F. Garnier, 2d edit. 2. A pamphlet on the manipulation of
su�ar an<l 011 other branches of colonial industry. J. A pam­
phlet on percussion presses.

!\larch 8, an<l .i\pril l 1.-The Secretary prc;-;c11tcd lo the 
Society, the A1111(1j::e des Travaux de l'L1carlemie des Sciences de 
Paris, for the different years 1822, 1825, 182G, ancl 1827, by 
Baron G. Cuvier: these analysis having- been s<.:nt to him.by 
the Secretary of that illustrious bocly. 

.,,i 

Dr. Lyall read a notice in regar<l to the Astronomical Ob­
servations made by him at Tananarivo, capital of tho kingdom 
of the (has, in l\lada�ascar: from it results that this city is in 
11°. 5C'. 20". south lat. and 47° . S7'. 4G". long. cast of Green­
wich, or 45°. 37'. 22". cast of Paris. 

Dr. Lyall also c.:ommunic.:tte<l some <lctails in rc�ard to two 
pbut� which l\Ir. Dojt:r md with in l\b<lagasc;i.r, and which 
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were collected by Dr. Lyall in the same localities. One is the 
E11plt0rbin splcndc11s, (Boj.), 110w distribute<l i11 several of the 
g-ar<lcns of l\'J auritius, and of which a variety with yellow 
flowcrn, from Madagascar, wns made known to the Society by 

Dr. Lyall. The other is the Poinciana rcgia, (B�j.) which also 
has been introduced into Mauritius. Doth arc llcsc.ribc<l an<l 
figured by Dr. Hooker of Glasgow, in his late publications. 

Mr. Liennrd (Fnther) read a detailed ,]escription of a fish of 
the Island of Mauritius, bclong-ing- to tho �enus Plcuronecti1>, 
nnd <listin�uishc-d by certain of the rays of the pcctornl fins, 
which arc us long as the animal itself. A figure of this fish, by 
l\Ir. Lienard, jun. accompanied this description. The fisher-
men of the island nrnk this fish among the soles. .

Mr. J. Desjardins read the second part of his analysis of the 
Zoology of the voyage of l'U ranie, giving an account of its 
notices of iuvertebrated 'animals, an<l especially of the Polypes 
and Polypiers, which occupy :io prominent a place in the 
Natural History of the Mauritius. Ile also communicated an 
account of the hr.ii which fell at Camp de l\Iasquc, in the dis­
trict of Flacq, on the 8th Feb. last. The hailstones were of 
the size of small pea::s, and several plants ha<l their leaves tom. 

A letter was read from Professor Quoy of Paris, full of 
scientific details. Tho following occurred among other ex­
pressions, seconding' what had been advance<l in the analysis 
ubovc-mentioned, of the Zoology of the voyage of l'Uranie, 
'' overthrow then this popular opi1Jion of coral being· a vegetable; 
you who resi<lc in the i£lan<l have, for tllis purpose, greater 
facilities and more influence th.in we who are visitors." 

A letter from Dr. Smith at Algoa Bay, announced that the 
analysis .of the J;ibo11rs of the Society, a11(l the article� com­
m11111cated to t)ie Society, would be published in the South 
J\fricnn Q11nrtcrly Journnl. 

A letter from Mr. M. Ra111irr of Bo11rlion, announced that 
tl10 volcu_no_ of that islu11tl ha<l been maki11� powerful erupli(Jns,
Ly two d1st111ct craters, in the months of November, Deccml>cr, 
an<l January; but though there had been a considerable accu­
mulation of smoke, nn<l there had appcare<l tluring the night, a 
glow such as had not been observed for a long time, yet no 
flow of1ava had occurred, as had been reported at St. Dennis. 

Mr. Telfair, President, communicated several detailed no­
tices, which l\Jr. Cameron had transmitted to him from Mada, 
gascar •. They related to Minerals; and particularly to an 
acrolite or meteoric stone, which had fallen· on the coast of 
Mozambiciue.,, Mr. Cameron nnnounccd, that Ha11avalon Man, 
zaka, Queen of the Ovas, hatl set apart the sum uf £GO sterling, 
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to llefray the expense of a course of practical chemistry, which 
had been commenced, and in wl1ic:h several of the na•ivcs were 
lending their aicl, who, by their previous education, ha<l been 
prcparc<l to understand that science. 

:\Ir. J. N. <le Casanova was clccte<l a l\TemLer of the Society. 
He presented a pamphlet, of which he is the author, cutitlcd 
Examen cfo lu., Aguas l,lin�ralcs de San Pedro; noticias topu­
.'lroficas da Sll partido y sus JJropricd,ulcs J.ledicas. 

�lr. Bernard, Provost of the Royal Collc�c, was also elected 
a Member. 

i\lay f7, aud June 1-1.-1\lr. Licnarcl (Father) read a descrip­
tion of two lishes of our island; one of them is known to the 
Jishcrmcn by the name of Battoir, and, as it presents none of 
the ch:•: ,•,·trrs which would serve to arrange it amid the �enera 
of the f.\11.:Iy of Percoidr.:s, to which however it belongs, it has 
i:1 the mean time received the name of Platcsomc. l\lr. E. 
Lienard prcsente1l a figure of this fish. The other, which 
lishennen call Lion lillile, as a Holocenlrus, but is not, in the 
"Jpinion of l\Ir. Licnar,l, the H: S:unmrr. (Cuv. & Val.) Neither 
of them is used ::u.> food . 

.i\lr. J. Licu:-irJ read the description of a Crab, of the genus 
l'vrtmws, of wliich he also presented n. figure. It is one of those 
eaten in the isLuHl. I le also read a description an<l presented 
the figure or an Accwtlwrus, which is very rare in our seas. 

l\lr. F,ua�nct presentcJ an<l explained ::t table, constructed 
hy him, to represent geometrically the law of the varbtion of 
temperat11rc in the sea, at dilforent depths. He founded his . 
,·onstruction 011 t.he exp,)riments made on board the Astrolal.Je, 
which aloue in t1)f�arcl to thif! suhjet.:t arc worthy of trust. They 
:;\10w that. at. tl1c dept.Ii of B'.!() fathom$, the tcuipcraturc is r;,;_,1 

• <:r.nt. (-t:l '-' Farnh.), :i.nll the curve representing- the rate of va­
ri.1tion, is a parabola of a l,ig-h order, havi11g- for its asyrnptok
;t vertical line c,,rrcspon<ling to the l<'mperaturc of -1 ° or S0 

Cent. At tl,e clcpth or l 000 fathoms, a cylinder of copper-plate,
more tlian three line,; thick, was crushed; which is c.i.sily ac-

. counted for, when we calculate the pressure it had to sustain.
1\Ir. l�arry presented a· notice of the temperature of mines at

,1iiforcnt tlcpths. By observation made in the Cornish mines in
1815, it r\!,t1lt3, that at the <lcpth of 1400 feet (English), the 
temperature of miucs excerns that of the surface of the earth by 
about �8 ° Farnh. and that the heat augments in proportion to 
the depth, at the rate of a.bout l Q for u5 feet. 

!\Ir. J. De�,iardins read a notice of certain species found in 
the Isles of France and Bourbon. He also, in conjunction with 
Mr. L. Bouton, read a memoir re!;ar<ling _the naturalist Com­

K 
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111erso11, who arri\·c<l in the isla11tl with Bou:!:ainvillc, in 17G8, 
and rc·mainctl i11 it lo slutly its prod11ctio11s; for \\'liich purpose 
lie enjoyed uucquallctl means aud ad\'antiigcs. Af"lcr u voya�e 
to llourlioll and :\lada�as<'ar, lie returnc(l lo tlw I\Iaurilius, 
where lie <lied on the Jd J\I arch 177�1. at a <lwclliup; in the 
district oJ .Fl,1cq, known by the uamc of La Hctr,1ite; the ruins 
of which arc still to lie scc11 ucar the great roatl which lca<ls to 
the Post, 

:f\lr. Telfair (Prcsi<lcnt) enriched the collcctio11 Ly a donation 
of 40 Tasmanian bir<ls. 

!\Jr. Lislct Geoffroy presented to the Library, the Analysis of 
the labours of the Royal Academy of :Sciencc:s, from 181'.2 to 
1829. . • 

IHr. E. Daker, who ha<l sent from l\Ta<laga::;car sPvrral I\1SS. 
on different subjects, was clcctc<l a. Corresponding I\Ie111bcr. 

July 20.-The Presi<lent rca<l a letter from Sir Alexan<ler 
Johnstone, to His Excellency the Go\'ernor Sir C. Colville, 
date<l at Lon<lou, 26th Feurua1 v: tliis letlrr inti1.i.iate<l that 
His Hoyal Highness the Duke of Sus:,;cx, Prc�idcnt of the 
Royal Sucicty of London, woul<l grant his palrona�e to any 
Philosophic or Literary Sucicty, wbicli rni :;ht exist at th� 
1\lauritius. lt commnnicatecl also, the farnura\.Jlc reception 
which had been gin·n by I hat illustrious Society, and· by Ilic 
lloyul Asiatic :,;ocicty, to tl1c olis< rvatious on 1hc C()nrd of 
last ycur, ma<lc liy !ll. Ihli:1die, Pruf'"s,11r ol' the Hoyal Collr ;,;c . 

.Mr. L. Ilouton commu11icatc<l 1111 <'xlract fro111 a lelter or 
M. A<l. Drou�11iart, in wl1ich he solicited him to procure the
aid of the Natural History Societ y ul' l\Lrnritius, i11 r11ricliing
the School of Arts au<l i\lanufacturrs; whe:rc this philosopher
is con<lucti11:; n course of Natural 1 Iislory: spcci111rns of arti­
cles in every department, wliid1 in the islancl arc in any way
useful in clomcslic c1.:011oi1y, arc tl1c til,jccts which will suit this
new seminary. 

l\Jr. Licnar<l (Father) having- proposl�ll lo write lo llis Excel­
lency the Governor, lo requcsl his patrona�c to a Cl:.iss of 
Physics ancl Chrmistry, and a Class of Natural History, ,d1ich 
arc proposed to Le suLstitntc<l for that of Dotany, in the Hoyal 
College; !\Ir. Dclissc (Father) rca<l an article wl1ich lie ha<l 
composed on this subject, which the members present unani­
mously requested him to publish. 

Mr. Bojer offered verbally, some details regarding- two Linls 
from Agnlcga, a male nn<l female, which he conceived to be 
the !Lis of flic ancients. These specimen:. were presented Ly 
Mr. Dclissc (father). 

'I11cro W<!rc: presented Ly l\Tr. ,vi,:he, a merchant of th� 
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iid:rncl, a supnlJ li;;e1's-,;kiu, ml'asuring- from one rxlrcmity ln 
the otltcr, I '2 l'l•d: l,y l\l r. 'l\:lfair, tli(: ernLalrnctl l1call of a 
New Zealand Cliil'f, �vlic;sp narne was l\Ltllawollo; by Captai11. 
Juli11 Brif!i,.;8, the �ide ,it' a Wc.111a11, whi<'li had fallen to his 
:;hare at a fr.1st, to which th('SC Ca11il>als invited him. l\lr, 
Dri�L!'S liaving- sa\'cd frC1rn <ll'ath, a Child uf 7 or 8 year s olJ, 
,�·hom thl'y were aliout tu s,:crifit'c, took him untll'r his protec­
t10n, and L,rn11:2,l1t l1i1u liitl1cr,-tl1is chilJ was producul at the 
meeti11g-, and S('C•111cd ill fl';,turcs 'to Jiffcr-i11 nothing- from the 
J\Ialng,,�:scs, or fwm the lllulatto crrnlt:s of the island. 'fhcrn 
were transmitted, from l\lr. Cameron in l\1adagascar, the skins 

.., of two :--nakes, a dozen of Specimens in l\lineralogy, ancl three 
cases of Insects, with remarks on their properties, &c. 

Capt. 13rig-�s anJ 1\1 r. R. Camp!Jcl!, of Sidney, were pro­
posed as Correspon<liug Members, and both being present, 
they prcscntc•cl notice8 uu<l details rcgardiug foe manucr8 of the 
New Zealanders. 

.. 
SECOND ANNUAL l\IEE'I'ING. 

Au;.;·. '.2-1, I 0::, l -;\Ir. Fara�11ct olJ�crvrtl iu rq�artl to th,� minutes 
of llie last �it1i11�, that tlic notice of Iii<� youn� New ZraJ.1udcr 
was 11ot e11tirdy corrl'cl, whr11 it was announc,·d that thjs chilcl 
<lillr•rp<l in 11otli'i11" frum tlll' l\Jah.,:1sscs or llllllatto rrr·olt8 Jt 
is well known, l1c.,re111:1rkcd, th::.t '"'these peo!Jl<: do ditl'er from 
1l10se who i11li::ibit. l\latLq,!;,tSc::ir, but in tl1is imlivitlual case, the 
distinction is not in many respects scnsiblr. 

Cq,t. Bri:,::..:s, ;\l r. IL Camplicll, ancl .1\1 r. :-:. Lair, D.'.\I.P. of 
Paris, were admitted Corrcspondi11� Members 

Thl'r,: wc·rc prt:;t•r,!l'd ;is donations, J,y l\Ir. L. Hr,111011, l'.11l'r, 
l>arn1ililcls l,t:l011••i1w 10 tlic l\Jc'moirs of JJec::11tlolk, \i,. Fr-

,.. ,, trail cl<-s /lunuhs d1:: ScirnCls 1Yaturrl!rs wr hs /111/frr/lcs dts
arorls cl Ir: dci.:clunnmnil dt'S 1'/J( in< s r111i {;)! �,.rlt Jl[; ;,ud I,\\ tl 

•>thers, Pour scn.:ir 11 l'Jlistoirc du Hr'9 1,e v(;;{tlll, wliich kHl
been sent him by Professor llooker :-by l\1 r. Mocrn, D ill.
Cociper's �rf'al ,;·ork on Auatorny, cntill�·cl llly r,tomia Hrfor­
mufo ;-l,y :i\lr .I .. J. Cooper, the work entitled Lir1:rpno! 011ci 

.1'\lanrhcslcr Ruihrny, !icing- a collection 0f intl'rcsti11g- plut"s ;- -
by 11essrs. Lien;ml (Father, and son) '2fi Fi�hrs of lhe l�l:rnd, 
prcscned in spirits, being- individuals of tletr-rmiued species;­
hy C. Telfair, jun. the Caudal Fin of tl,c S1111uli,s Ulc11,c1,s :-
1,y l\lr. Felix lJouron, the Skrlc:ton of a i\lulagas�e, and /iv,. 
Sk11lls, bt:!onginb to the fullowi11£,;' subjects: vii 1. a youu� 
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f\lul;Hnbi1jl1er, 2. an Imlian from near to Calcutta, 3. a 1\lab.-
/ ,..:assP llayzal, who died in the hospital of La Grande Hiviere, 

alltr having engaged in the conspiracy of the l\1alagasses in 
! 8-2�; •l. o. Mozambicp1c Adnlt; :,, au Infant newly born; and
alon� with them, the separate pieces of the head or a Mala­
;;assc.

l\Jr. C. Telfair, the President, read some remarks on tlic 
�ruwth of the Polypicrs which compose the reefs of the island, 
1Jti'cring subjects of such varied en<]uirics . 

.;\lr. C. Hoart seeing the ardour wherewith experiments are 
hein;; mnde on the fabrication of sugar, read a .. discussion in 
regard to two methods which he esteemed preferable to those 
111 use. 

At this sitting there was read, a report and analy:;is of the 
Pruccc<ling-s of the .Society during the past year, a111101111ci11� 
arnong- other things that more than '15 memoirs, notices, &c. &c. 
have be�n communicated to the Society, by the followiug­
autl1ors, viz. l\lessrs. C. Telfair, Delis::L', sen. \V. Dojcr, J. 
Desjardins, L. Bouton, Lienard (Father), II. Faraguet, Lislet 
<icoffroy, J. IL Barry, G. Long-mor£:, E. Lie11ard, .J. Licnard, 
J. Newman, and the late Dr. ·Lyall.

This sitti11g \\'as <listinguishrd by the presentation c,,I' the
Bust of I3aron Gcor�c CU\·ier, which arri,·ecl the c,·cnin� before 
this 1\11niYersary of his Dirth-day, sclcctc<l for liol<lin� the 
Anuual Meetings of the ocicty. 

The Society then proccclled to e·lcct its Co1.rncil IJy b:tllot, 
wl1t·n the same member� \\'ho liave composed it since the 
formation of the �ociety, were re-elected; being the first fi1·c 
in the list of authors mentioned above. 

N11tc.-,\',• an• uniJ,,r 1111! 111.•cessity of 1ld,·rri:11-; 1111' co11ti1111ali11111,f 
llir�l'. l'ron·L·ilinl:(>1, in, lu1li11� the Annual Hqiort :tll(I J\11ul)8is 1111 ntiun­
•·<l, wlll'n·, in 1111• 11111<-r, th<'n! is llw folluwin� iuti111ation rdati11� lo a 
i·.11hj1·1 t 1111·nti1111<'d in the proct·,·,liug�,, j,., th,i llro11tt• or I>odo, t;l'C p. H:!, 

'\l:111y 1,f the Journals \\'hich ha\'C' �in·n an acc·ouul of the report mad1· 
011 ti.is sulijl'C't liy Baron Cuvier lo tlw Jnstil11te, have 1·ummilt1!c) gToss 
error�. i\ccordiuh to thpn il was umou;; th,, bones uf fu�sil tortoisr-s 
:,ent fr11m our island tu this r.aturali!,t, that thc�c fra�1111·11ts, to ll1D numlwr 
of bl.I., W('rC <I isco1·crl'cl, as i l were acdt!cntally, by thl' Baron Cuvier, an,! 
that thl'y cnrue from tlw blc of Frant·I', The truth is, that these pieci:s 

.- "•·n· pn•s1•nt1·<l l•J ;\lr. lh-sjanlius liy !\Ir. Hoq111·feuil, who reci:ill'd tlH'Til 
fr"111 :'!Ir. Lalirituur, "ho ui�cu1·c•rrcl tlirm in a 1·a1nn in tlil' blc Ho­
driguc in 17 u. 

r;. II, lly mh1al..c of 1hc l'rin1rr, ,,ai;c 1 of this Number I! r,rlnted :> 
:111d so In contlount'on. ' 




